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JEjEFORE the Directors proceed to comment on 
the particulars of Mr. Thorpe's publication, it may 
be expedient to request the attention of the Subscri- 
bers to some important considerations respecting the 
nature and difficulties of the task which they have 
undertaken. They found themselves, from the very 
first, embarrassed between the wish which, on the one 
hand, they felt fully to discharge the duty imposed on 
them, and the impossibility, on the other, of doing 
this in any adequate manner, without going into such 
a length of detail as would be likely to exhaust the 
patience of the most indulgent audience. "To 
draw up a full and detailed Report on all such parts 
of Mr. Thorpe's publication as in any manner con- 
cern the conduct and proceedings of this Institution, 
or the character of its members, or of any persons 
employed in its service " (such are the terms of the 
Resolution adopted by the Board), would indeed 
be an Herculean iabour ; for it may be truly 
affirmed, that almost in every paragraph of Mr. 
Thorpe's pamphlet some charge is made, or some 
imputation cast, either on the Institution itself or on 
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several of its most active members. It ought also 
to be remembered that the alleged misconduct applies 
to a considerable number of individuals, and extends 
through a period of near twenty-five years. Above 
All (to explain the difficulty of the Board still more 
clearly by a specific instance), it should be consi- 
dered! that in order fully to disprove a short and 
simple proposition, such for instance as that serious 
qharge contained in Mr. Thorpe's sixth page, that 
cultivation in the Colony of Sierra Leone had bew 
retarded by the Sierra Leone Company, it would W 
necessary, not merely to repel the charge in the sain* 
general terms in which it was preferred, but to e£* 
hibit the various proofs and authorities by which it 
might be incontestably shewn, that, frdm the first 
settlement of the Colony of Sierra Leone, amidst 
many and great obstacles, cultivation had been the 
Object of the Company's anxious and unremitted 
attention. To establish, therefore, even this single 
point, as it might be satisfactorily and decisively esta- 
blished by a detail of particulars— by extracts from 
the original records, journals, correspondences, and' 
reports, extending through so many years— -would 
alone constitute a compilation, which, though ren- 
dered as concise as possible, would oecupy more time 
at(d attention than the Board dares venture to hope 
the Subscribers would be willing to spare to this- 
discussion. Yet, after all, this, though undoubtedly 
an important point, would be hup one pf the many 
assertions which the ' Directors feel it their duty to 
deny, would be but one of the numerous charge* 
f$rii dtey can positively and ^ntirciy *qpd< 
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Notwithstanding, therefore, the earnest wish tfrhicii 
tbe Directors feel to execute completely the task they 
have undertaken, they fear that they must still leare 
many mistatements of fact uftrefuted, and many iiil- 
founded insinuations unrepelled. But they confidently 
trust that the statements they shall make will deci* 
sively establish the utter groundlessness of those 
♦charges which are the most important : and that not 
Only the Subscribers, but the public at large, will 
learn from the specimens which the Report shaU 
ttfford them, what estimate to form of other charges 
tod insinuations which either have proceeded, or may 
hereafter proceed, from the same source, against in- 
dividuals of hitherto unblemished characters. 

' - The pamphlet of Mr. Thotpe commences with tin 
attack on the Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone 
Company, whose conduct, and even whose motives, 
lie arraigns in the strongest and most unqualified 
terms. In justice to that body, it may be proper t6 
specify who were the individuals composing it. Thfe 
Chairman and leading member of it, from the first 
institution of the Company to its final dissolution, 
was Mr. Heni^r Thornton, who is well known to havi 
devoted a large portion of his time, and the potftty 
of his active, discriminating, and upright mind to the 
superintertdance of its concerns. It fell chiefly to 
him to examine and select persons for the Company's 
service abroad, to conduct the correspondence with 
the Colony, and to prepare the Reports that were made 
to ; the Proprietors, or which were afterwards printed 
The Deputy Chairmen were, successively, Philip 
**ft»A, Esq% ; Charles Grant, £sq. now Cimirta&n df 



the East- India Company ; and Lord Teignmouth. Sir 
Charles Middleton, afterwards Lord Barham; Adr 
miral Sir George Young ; and Thomas Clarkson, 
Esq. were efficient Directors until they quitted Lon- 
don ; and the Hon. Edward James Eliot, to the time 
of his death. Besides these, the following gentle- 
men were in the direction during almost the whole 
period of the Company's existence: — W.Wilberforce, 
Esq. M. P. ; Thomas Babington, Esq. M. P. ; 
Thomas Furley Forster, Esq. ; Joseph Hardcastle, 
Esq. ; John Inglis, Esq, ; John Kingston, Esq..; 
Samuel Parker, Esq.; Edward Parry, Esq.; Jphfc 
Prinsep, Esq.; Granville Sharpe, Esq.; and GeorgQ 
Wolff, Esq. 

The various statements which have been laid be- 
fore Parliament and the public, on the subject of 
Sierra Leone, were drawn up and sanctioned by 
these well-known and distinguished characters, whom 
it is unnecessary to defend from the . imputation of 
either having practised a deception on the public, or 
of having been actuated by corrupt or. improper mo- 
tives. They contributed, some of them largely, from 
their own funds, to the general objeict ; and the 
situation which they held as Directors, was attended 
with no pecuniary advantage. It was made a bye 
law* from the first, that no member of tjieir body 
should derive any emolument from the Company, 
beyond the dividend which he might receive in com- 
mon with all other proprietors. 

Th$ reports and statements of thes$ individuals 
may be r^fe^rred to as completely negativing ,t^e 
charges ; *ukI impjitations of Mr. XJwpe J *&$& M r * 
T^orpeididj, nx^, visi* the Colony wrtil threfi #w» 



and a half after: the Company had ceased to govern 
it, and his residence there continued only for 
twenty-one months, namely from July 1811 to 
March 1813, his testhnooy cannot be regarded as 
of much moment when thus opposed. Whatever 
credit might be due to his testimony, when speaking 
of things within the sphere of his observation, yet of 
what passed during the Sierra Leone Company's ad- 
ministration of the Colony he could have no personal 
knowledge. His representations, therefore, loose and 
vague as they are, can hardly be allowed to weigh 
materially against the deliberate and recorded state- 
ments of the gentlemen who have been named, them- 
selves actors in the business, and possessing full ac- 
cess to every official document, and to the best 
sources of oral information. 

Here, therefore, the case of the Court of Directors 
of the Sierra Leone Company might be safely left. 
It may, nevertheless, be expedient, with the view of 
fully appreciating the value of Mr. Thorpe's testi- 
mony, to examine somewhat more in detail the spe- 
cific charges which he makes against that- body. 

- 1. Mr. Thorpe affirms (p. 3), that the Sierra 
Leone Company "had a monopoly of the trade." 
The Board presumes that he means the trade of 
the Colony, although the preceding paragraph (p. 2) 
would seem to imply that he meant the " trade of 
the west coast of Africa." But had Mr. Thorpe 
merely consulted the Act incorporating the Sierra 
Leone Company, and this it surely was his duty 
tp have done, he must have known that, they 
ppfiieKeA i op commercial monopoly *hatewr ; r a 
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clause having been introduced into that Act, whiefc 
had the effect of preventing any such monopoly 
even within their own territory* 

But as it was possible, that although the Com- 
pany possessed no monopoly by law, they might, 
nevertheless, in point of fact, monopolize the cokn 
nial trade, the Directors have pointed their inqui- 
ries to this object ; — and they have ascertained to 
their entire satisfaction, that even within the colony 
of Sierra Leone itself, the Company bad to contend 
from the first with rival traders, both British and 
American; that they never possessed the power of 
excluding merchandize from the settlement, whetiee- 
soever, or by whomsoever it might be imported; and 
that, as there was a frequent resort to the river 
Sierra Leone of ships both from Europe and Ame* 
rica ; and, as many slave factories were planted in the 
immediate vicinity of the Colony, whence goods 
might easily be introduced ; the Company oould not 
have retained the colonial trade, except by regulating 
their profits on a more moderate scale than would suit 
private adventurers. In point of fact* it appears that 
the Company continued to carry on trade for many 
years, less with a view- to their own benefit, thai to 
that of the infant colony; and they even held oik 
inducements to persons of probity to settle as mer* 
chants at Sierra Leone, in the hope of being thus 
enabled gradually to relinquish their commercial 
pursuits altogether, without material disadvantage to 
the settlement 

> 8. Notwithstanding tki* alleged monopoty, Mr. 
Thorpe observes (p. 8), that the Comphny "son* 



almost to bankruptcy from causes enveloped in rm)t+ 
toy." 

The Company, as has been seen, had ilO mono* 
poly. The charge of mystery is equally unfoutfded* 
The Act of Incorporation required that a general 
meeting of the Proprietors should be held at teafct 
once every year; and that an account of the debts, 
credits* and capital of the Company, should be ad* 
nuajly published in the Gazette. These requisitions 
were regularly fulfilled. The general meetings o£ 
the Proprietors were usually numerous and respect- 
able, and to them a full and detailed Report of thfe 
events of the preceding year was made, accompe-* 
nied by a statement of the Company's funds. Thd 
substance of these Reports was printed from time 
to time, viz. in 1794, 1795, 179», 1801, 1804, and 
1808, so as to form a history Of the Colony 
apd of the Company! from the commencement of 
the Institution in 1791, totfae transfer of the Cottony 

tQ the Crown, oh the 1st of January, 1808; - 

-Of each of the printed Report** six. in numbet*; 
about 5000 copies Wdrfe distributed among the Pto* 
prietors. Of the Report of 1794, containing * 
fuU history of the first two years and a half of the 
Company, a large edition was also pririted for public 
sale in an octavo volume, by Phillips, of George 
¥*rd, Lombard Street, of whom it may still be obi 
tamed. - > ' 

Bedides this* four parliamentary irHjuirfes have 
taken place into the affairs of the Company, on£-«| 
the bar of the House of Lords, in 1799: anothwt; 
vm Committee of the tfousextfConmions, in 1802, 



of which Lord Castlereagh was chairman, and Mr. 
Pitt an active member; a third, in a Committee 
of the House of Commons, in 1803-4, of which 
the Marquis of Lansdowne, then Lord Henry Petty, 
was chairman, and of which the present Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Vansittart, was an efficient 
member; and a fourth, in a Committee of the 
House of Commons, in 1807, of which the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham, then Lord Temple, was chair- 
man. 

The Reports of these Committees, with the evi- 
dence delivered before them, and also the evidence 
taken at the bar of the House of Lords, were printed 
for the use of the members. 

Under these circumstances, with what colour of 
truth can it be said that any mystery has enveloped 
the affairs of the Company or the conduct of the 
Directors ? Indeed, the character of the Directors 
would of itself have been a guarantee against any 
corrupt appropriation of the funds entrusted to 
them, even if full details of their transactions had 
not from time to time been laid before their consti- 
tuents, and also before Parliament and the public. 

The causes which led to the absorption of the ca- 
pital of the Company are in no degree involved in 
mystery. They are plain and obvious, and have 
been clearly stated on various occasions. The capi- 
tal joint stock of the Company was originally 
234,000/. Before the first two years and a half had 
past, that is to say, before the 1st of July, 1794, 
the Company "had already expended near 100,000/. 
ia maintaining the necessary establishment of Euro- 



peans; in subsisting, for a great part of that time, 1 100, 
settlers ; in providing temporary accommodation oa t 
shipboard, for, their servants and others, until houses 4 
should be prepared; in the erection of the necessary, 
dwelling-houses and. public buildings ; in alloting to : 
the Colonists their lands, and cutting roads through 
all parts of the settlement ; and in the various , con- 
tingent expenses, both at home and abroad, to which, 
suph an undertaking is necessarily liable. To this 
they had to add,, the heavy loss arising from the de- 
struction, by an accideotal fire in t^e harbour of 
Sierra Leone, of a store-ship of 800 tons burthen, 
used as a floating factory, with a large assortment of 
merchandize on board, valued at 1 8,000/. , 

Much of the expense which had been incurred in 
establishing the Colony, previous to the period that 
has been specified, would not indeed tjave proved 
eventually a loss to the Company, had it not been, 
that a few months afterwards, namely, in September. 
1794, the Colony w^s captured by a French squa- 
dron, which burnt every house of every kind that 
the Company had erected, captured eleven vessels 
of different sizes from 50 to 300 tons, and carried 
off or destroyed merchandize to a very large 
amount 

With a capital thus diminished to about one 
third of its original amount, the Company had to 
commence their operations anew; to re-ewt the, 
houses, warehouses, and other public buildings, that 
had been destroyed, and to maintain all the establish- 
ments which were necessary for the government, 
defence, and subsistence of the .Colony ; for the pre* 
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sfervation of health, for the education of youth, and fot 
pfabHc religious instruction ; besides sustaining-various 
heavy commercial losses, in consequence of the war 
which then prevailed. All these expenses they bore 
for six years longer; namely, till 1800, without any 
aid whatever from any quarter. The Colonists con- 
tributed nothing towards defraying them; and it 
was then- for the first time that the Company appli- 
ed for and obtained a Share, at firtt small, but which 
tfas afterwards enlarged, of the ptiHic bfcurity, which;' 
fbr nearly a century, had 'been atiriually bestowed ori 
other Establishments oh the coast of Africa, erected 
with for 'different views frorfi those which actuated 
the Sierra Leone Company; namely, for promoting 
afnd protecting the accumulated* evils of the Slave 
Trade. -.;... 

The Sierra Leone Company thought, and not 
without reason, that while such large sums of the 
public money had been expended in spreading bar- 
barism and desolation in that country, they might 
fairly claim some aid from Parliament for the main- 
tenance 6f an establishment which was formed with! 
the express design of counteracting these evils, and 
which, without such aid, must have been aban- 
doned # . 

Two of the inquiries already referred to ks : having 
taken place in committees of the House of Coirfmons, 
originated in the applications of the Company for a 
grant of money to defray the expense of maintaining 
the Colony* That of 1803-4, went into the cxami- 

• See Appendix^* 
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nation at great length, jeven of hostile evidence, and 
particularly that of Captain, now Admiral, H alio welt { 
and its Report may be referred to as conclusively 
proving, that down to that period there had been no 
deviation, on the part of the Court of Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company, from the professed ob- 
jects of that institution, and that they were not 
chargeable with any misapplication of the funds en- 
trusted to them. On the contrary, this Committee 
after a most laborious investigation, give it as theit 
opinion, , that " unless a transfer of the Colony to 
the Crown should be effected, and until it take place; 
there does not appear any better means of discharge 
ing the obligations of Government towards fb* 
Nova Scotians and Maroons, or of obtaining th& 
other beneficial purposes proposed by the Institution 
Of the Colony, than by supporting the CdmpOnfo 
Government, as now established/' * .- i 

* In justice to. the Sierra Leone Company, it ought te be 
stated, that tibey had incurred very heavy expenses by taking 
under their protection and management a large number of 
Jllacks from Nova Scotia. - These had formerly been Slaves, 
who, having joined the British standard in the American Re- 
volutionary War, and having been taken to Nova-Scotia after 
its termination, had petitioned the British Government to 
remove them to a more congenial climate, jnst about the time 
of the founding x>f the Colony of Sierra Leone. At a subset 
quent period, the Company also received, at the express and 
earnest entreaty of his Majesty's Government, a considerable 
number of Jamaica Maroons. To both of these bodies, it Was 
declared by the Committee -of the House of Common*, w*t 
acknowledged by t£e Members of the Administration, that 
the British Government was bound by every consideration of 
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3. Mr. Thorpe states it (p. 3.) as matter of 
charge against the Company, that "their best serr 
vants were obliged to seek establishments under the 
native chiefs." This was illustrated by a private 
communication which Mr. Thorpe made to the Board, 
signifying that the Company had " forced many of 
their servants into the Slave Trade.'* The meaning 
of the passage is indeed explained by the note an' 
aexed to it, which states, that some of these best 
servants of the Company " returned to the Colony 
after the Abolition Act passed." — The Directors 
of the Company themselves had already stated the cir- 
cumstance with much concern. In the evidence laid 
by them before Parliament in 1803, and also in 
1803-4, is this passage :-r-"The slave trade, by the high 
profits which it presents, has tempted some settlers 
#t Sierra Leone, and even a few individuals who 
had gone out in the Company's employ, either to em- 

justice and good faith to continue its support and protection. 
And the same Committee in 1604, after a minute inquiry and 
bearing every objection which could be raised to the mea- 
sure, united in opinion with the Directors of the Company, 
that it would be expedient, with a view to the accomplishment 
of the objects for which the Colony was founded, that it should 
Jje transferred to the Crown, and distinctly stated in its Report, 
that, on apcount of the obligation to provide for the Nova- 
JScotians and Maroons, independently of all considerations of 
the civilization and improvement of Africa, «* it was doubtful 
whether the evacuation of the Colony would not lead to expense 
as great as that with which its support would be attended/*— 
pee Report of a Committee of the House of Commons in 1803-4, 
p. J. and the evidence of John King, Esq. Under Secretary of 
{ftatej a^nejgg to it, p, 37. 
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bark in the service of slave factories, or to enter on 
their own account into that traffic/' The persons, 
therefore, whom Mr. Thorpe ambiguously describes 
a# the Company's best servants, " seeking establish- 
ments under native chiefs/' are, in fact, those whom 
the Directors of the Company more properly describe, 
as having been tempted to quit their service, and em* 
bark in the slave trade, by the expectation of high 
profits, although, when they entered into the service 
of the Sierra Leone Company, they had subscribed 
a bond, with a heavy penalty attached to it, not 
to engage in that trade. But this calamitous cir- 
cumstance Mr. Thorpe contrives to convert into a 
grave charge against the Company. And these men, 
voluntarily embarking in the slave trade, in violation 
not only of their solemn engagement to the Company, 
but of every just, humane, and beneficent principle, 
are $tyled by him the .Company's best servants. This 
sympathy with slave traders is a striking feature in 
the pamphlet of Mr. Thorpe. 

4- Mr. Thorpe charges the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany with failing in their engagements to the Nova- 
Scotian Settlers. — For this charge there does not 
appear to be any just foundation. On the contrary, 
the Company appear to have acted with a scrupalo^t 
attention to their engagements to this body of people. 

They promised to give twenty acres of land to each 
man, ten to each woman, and five t6 each child, under 
various conditions : the only one of which they have 
ever required the fulfilment, has been the payment 
«f-a small quitrent of a.shiUjng an acre. 
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Of the quantity of land thus promised, one fifth 
part was allotted to the whole body of the Colonists, 
before the first year of their residence at Sierra Leone 
had expired ; and in the mean time, they were en- 
tirely supported at the Company's expense. But even 
this fifth part has proved more than sufficient for 
them. The remaining four* fifths have been repeat- 
edly offered to them, but the offer has been for ob- 
vious reasons generally declined. Having already 
received more land than they required for cultiva-* 
1km, it would have been a mere burthen to have 
received a farther allotment, subject, as it would have 
been, to the payment of the quitrent. The right; 
however, to the remaining four-fifths of the quantity 
of land originally promised them, was carefully pre- 
served to the Nova Scotians. This was stipulated by 
tju: Sierra Leone Company, and agreed to by his Ma- 
jesty's. Government, when the transfer of the Colony 
to the Crown wasnegociated; and the King's Gover- 
nor was accordingly instructed by the Secretary of 
State to satisfy the claims of the Nova Scotians for 
further allotments, to the full extent of the Sierra 
Leone Company's promises. 

j Here, however, the Board is enabled to produce 
Jjflstimouy to which Mr. Thorpe cannot object. 
Q*> the 16th of May, 18 IS, he himself addressed 
a tetter to Governor Maxwell, in the following 
terms :*-*-•• 

'ij 
44 My dear Sir, 

"Mr, Heddle delivered to me by your Excel- 
lency's desire,- «n unfinished dra# of a grant for 
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Crown Lands, and other papers relative to the claim* 
of personam this Colony. 

■ "Lord Liverpool seems only anxious to have the 
togagethents of. the Sierra Leone Company with the 
Settlers from NovtiScMia fulfilled. I should, there* 
&te> adviseryour issuing a proclamation, desiring al 
Mora Scotia Settlers, who* had entered into any en- 
gagement with the Sierra Leone Company, to send 
ift their cfetarsj that tfiey may be considered and 
ftflfilted a* ftr as Ihey are just, and that every claim 
not sent in before the 1st of May, 1813, will be con* 
sideted void £nd of no effect. By this means you 
will- pay immediate attention to Lord Liverpool'* 
teftefr ; you VvSi accurately know what land is vacant 
oW°the 1st df Klay 1«I9, what claims you have 
to settle, what encouragement you can give, and at 
the same time convince the people of your readiness 
to secure every person, worthy of your protection, in 
their property and privileges." 

But whence could this anxiety on the part of. Lord 
Liverpool have arisen, except from the representa- 
tions of the Sierra Leone Company, wheto Mr. 
Thorpe accuses of infidelity to their engagements? 
And what effect did the measure proposed by Mr. 
Thorpe produce ? Not above three or four applica- 
tions grounded upon it, appear to have been made 
to the Colonial Government. 

5. But Mr. Thorpe, while he ad mi ti that -land 
to the extent of a fifth part of the quantity promised 
theto,wteallotted to the Nova-ScotianSetders, states, 
* that ka#iements to Cultivate even this fifth part 



16 

were difficult to find, and too expensive to procure/' 
— This allegation is also without foundation. At no 
period, while the Sierra Leone Company continued 
to govern the Colony, does there appear to have* 
been any want of implements of husbandry or of 
tools of any kind. Prone as the Nova-Scotian Set* 
tiers ever have been, among other infirmities to be 
traced but too naturally to their, former debased con- 
dition of slavery, to indulge in trivial and unreason-: 
able complaints, there is no trace, to be found ip any 
of their representations, not even in their, petition 
which : Dr.. Thorpe Jiaa annexed to his pamphlet, of 
It want either of mechanical tools or .of .implements 
of husbandry. But independently,: of this eke urn- 
•tance, the Board has had the most satisfactory eyi-? 
dence laid before it, that during the whole period; of 
the Company's administration, no want of implements 
was experienced in the Colony. Mr. Thorpe appears 
to be the only individual who has ever attributed the 
backwardness of cultivation at Sierra Leone to this 
Cause. 

6. Mr. Thorpe farther maintains, not only that 
implements could with difficulty be procured to till 
the soil, but that the Company, for certain interested 
motives, actually discouraged cultivation in the Co- 
lony. Cultivation was " retarded" by them (p. 6); 
nay, it was not even " attempted." (p. 49.) 

It must be obvious, however, and the Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company, who were men known 
to possess large, enlightened, and liberal views, were 
not likely to be blind to this truth, that their own 
prosperity was intimately linked with that of th^ 
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settlement, the basis of which must be the cultivation 
Of the soil. That they were thoroughly penetrated 
with this sentiment, is shewn by various dispatches 
which they addressed to their Governor and 
Council, who, on their part, appear to have been 
uniformly guided by similar views. 

Indeed, the statement of Mr. Thorpe on this 
point, is utterly unfounded. The Board has re- 
ceived the clearest and most unequivocal testimony, 
that from the day the Colony was first planted to 
the moment of its transfer to the Crown, the Sierra 
Leone Company and their servants exerted them* 
selves, to the utmost of their power, to promote a 
spirit of cultivation both among the settlers and the 
surrounding natives. 

Advantages and facilities of various kinds were 
held out to such Settlers as should fix upon their 
&unm and engage in agriculture. Premiums were 
annually proposed to them, to encourage the building 
of form-houses, the rearing of cattle, pigs, &c. the 
raising of all kinds of provisions, and the cultivation 
of articles of exportable produce ; which premiums 
were continued even to the very last year of the 
Company's connection with the Colony. 

An eminent botanist, Dr. Afzelius, who now 
stands high in the University of Upsal, was employed, 
at a very considerable expense, in investigating the 
natural history of Sierra Leone, and in pointing out 
and rearing useful plants ; and under his superintend* 
anee a gaudea of experiment was undertaken; white 
experimental forms were also set on foot by the 
Qowpanyg and e«o by *e principal servants ctfth* 
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Company at their own expense, with a view both CO 
stimulate the Colonists, and to instruct them how 
valuable articles of tropical production might be cul- 
tivated. 

Besides this/ a large collection of valuable plants 
from the East and West Indies, and the South Seas, 
was procured from the King's garden at Kew, 
and sent to Sierra Leone by the Company, ac- 
companied by a regular gardener. And these hav- 
ing been completely destroyed, as well as the gardeir 
of experiment, by the French squadron which, in 
1794, laid waste the Colony ; in the succeeding year, 
One of the Company's vessels was fitted out, at a 
large expense, for the sole purpose of repairing this* 
Joss, and procuring a farther supply of congenial 
plants and seeds from the island of St. Thomas, 
end other places to the south of Sierra Leone. 

In short, every thing appears to have been done 
which the Company could do to promote cultivation; 
*nd in whatever degree it has been impeded, the impe- 
diments appear not to have arisen from discourage- 
ments on the part of the Company or their servants, 
but from circumstances which were wholly beyond 
their controul, 

» The grand impediment which, from first to last, 
obstructed foe views of the Company and of their 
agents, in respect to the cultivation of the soil, was- 
the indolence of the Settlers, and their indisposition 
to this species of employment. la letters written 
at various periods by several most intelligent and 
respectable observers, this indisposition was stated 
to be so strong, that if any other mode of mkr 
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Sristeace, requiring less bodily exertion, could he 
found, the pursuit of agriculture was infallibly ne- 
glected. Hence the Slave Trade presented an irre- 
sistible attraction to many of the Settlers, who quitted 
the Colony, and fixed themselves in slave factories. 
Many others, who did not actually become slave 
traders, preferred the easier life of carrying on a 
petty trade in rice, camwood, and live stock, with 
the natives in the adjacent rivers, to the cultivation 
of their farms. Others rather employed themselves 
Jn fishing; a considerable number as .mechanics; 
and many as labourers on the public works. 

Under these circumstances,' it is not very surpris- 
ing that the cultivation of land, in a colony the whole 
population of which, previous to the year 1801, 
never exceeded 1200 persons of all ages, and t 
down to the period of the transfer of the Colony, 
never amounted to 2000, , should not have been very 
extensive. 

But notwithstanding the general indisppsition of 
the .Colonists to thi3 species of employment, so stea- 
dily were the efforts of the Company directed to 
promote it, that a considerable quantity of land wat 
actually brought into cultivation, and far more pror 
gress would doubtless have been made, but for event* 
which the Board would have imagined wore 4oo no* 
iorious to be overlooked by Mr. Thorpe. 

In the year 1800, an effort of some of the Colo« 
nists to possess themselves of the supreme power, 
ended in an insurrection, which, both in its progress 
find effects, was very unfavourable to agriculture. 

tn the years . L8Ql..<apd 1#02| tl * e C°J.9 n y, *» 
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twice attacked by a combination of the sarroonding 
natives ; and although those attacks* (which wens 
brought on, partly by the real the Company had 
manifested for the Abolition of the Stave Trade, 
partly by the protection they had afforded to fugi- 
tive slaves, partly by the undefined apprehensions 
which the progress of the Colony had produced in 
the minds of the native chiefs* and partly by the hope 
of plunder), were repelled, yet the alarm created by 
them was such, as to lead to a Mai abandonment 
qf cultivation. The Colonists quitted the country, 
and took reffage in the town from Ac dangers 
which were supposed to await those who might re- 
main dispersed en their farms. In eensequenee of 
tikis state of things, and an idea that the Colony 
would be evacuated, cultivation was entirely sus- 
pended; nor was it renewed until nearly three years 
afterwards, when the determination of Parliament to 
maintain the Colony was made known there. Before 
that tiifte, altftost every trace 6f former cultivation 
hfcd been e&Bteratfed, — a circumstance wtaieh will be 
^frerp intelligible tfr thosfc whfr know the rapidity with 
Which, in tropic*! clfatetes, Weeds and brushwood 
resume the empire of the soil, if the labour of the 
feUltivator Be intermitted even for a short time. The 
period of inaction, also, which thus intervened, pro- 
duced, both in respect to morals and industry, a very 
unfavourable effect on the general habits of the Co- 
lonists ; many of whom became again almost entirely 
dependent on the Cbmpatry for their subsistence, and 
thus added greatly to the eolbni&l expenditure ,~ and 
not a few of whom ttrfgrate* to slave factories. 
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Very considerable efforts were ®ow made by the 
Company'* servants, to restore indastty and culti- 
vation, and with more success than, under the 
peculiarly discouraging circumstances which had 
taken place, could have been expected. The Co- 
lony remained in their hands only three years after 
it w» known there that the result of the parlkt- 
mentary inquiry was a fesetetkm to maintain it; 
and in that time, sfneb were the exertions made to 
repair the utter devastation which had taken place, 
that when Mr. Thompson arrived at Sierra Leone, 
m the month of Jafy 1809, he was strack with the 
general appearance of plenty and prosperity which 
pervaded it His words, in a letter to the Secretary 
of State, Lord Castkreagh, dated 27th July, 1808, 
aye theae:—- 

* I have the honour to report to your Lordship 
that I found the appearance of die Colony in many 
respects more favourable than I had any reason to 
expect The quantity of stock of all kinds which 
fill tiie streets of the settlement, and the very respec- 
table appearance of the inhabitants, are strong in- 
dications of pro spe ri ty, and of the increase of do- 
mestic industry/' 

If the Colofty afterwards declined, so (hat when 
Mr. Thorpe tfas there, four years afterwards, the same 
ttppearfances of plenty and prosperity were no longer 
visible; tins canntrt invalidate the above testimony 
of Mr. Thompson, to whose authority the Board the 
rather appeal, because Mt\ Thorpe himself will ad- 
mit him to be a competent witness; nor can it be 
made a charger against the Sierra Leone Company, 
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who had ceased to govern the Colony ; nor against 
the African Institution, who never have had any share 
in itd government at all. But this point will be con- 
sidered hereafter. 

Mr. Thorpe would insinuate that the Company 
discouraged cultivation in the Colony, for the sake 
of the rice trade which they carried on for its sup- 
ply. The Company did indeed take great pains to 
supply the Colony with rice and cattle, whenever 
circumstances like those which have now been . men- 
tioned rendered such a supply peculiarly needful. 
They also made a point of purchasing the rice which 
was offered for sale by the natives, with a view of 
encouraging their industry, as well as redeeming 
the pledge they had given of affording them a mar- 
ket for their commodities ; but there was no branch 
of their trade by which they appear to have sus- 
tained heavier losses, than by this. It proved almost 
uniformly a losing traffic. 

7. The next point, as it respects the Sierra 
Leone Company, to which the attention of the Board 
has been called, is that of civilization. 

" In civilization," Mr. Thorpe observes (p. 4), 
" they proceeded so far as to send two persons to 
Teemboo, a few days' walk from Sierra Leone, and 
educated half a dozen African boys in England, 
Sufficiently for common clerkships in the Colony." 
He even does not scpiple to jaffirm (p. 49) that ci- 
vilization was not attempted by the Cpaippny. . 

Aft^r a jhorough j inveslJ^tion pi the evidence 
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the Sierra Leone Company and their agents to say, 
that the promotion of civilization/ both within the 
Colony and among the surrounding natives of 
Africa, was not only never lost sight of, but appears 
to have been strenuously pursued by them during the 
whole period of their administration. 

As early as the month of January 1793, only tea 
months after the foundation-stone of the Colony waa 
Jaid, there were three hundred children under in- 
struction at Sierra Leone, and until the Company 
ceased to govern it, the instruction of children never 
ceased to be an object ' of ' their anxious care. On 
this object alone they expended, on the average, at 
Sierra Leone, from 500/. to 1000/. a year, during 
the sixteen years they held the Colony ; and the edu- 
cation of Africans in England cost them not less than 
from 3,500/. to 4000Z. , As to the effect produced 
by their efforts, it might be sufficient to refer to 
the Report of Lord Castlereagh's Committee. It is. 
as follows:— 

" Of the progress of education within the Set- 
dement, your Committee have had satisfactory proof 
laid before them. 

" Of the acquirements of the native children/ who 
have been removed to this country for education, 
your Committee have been able to judge by their 
own personal observation ; and they have traced with 
peculiar satisfaction, not only the extent of their in- 
formation, but the striking degree of natural talent 
which these children have displayed." 

It seems scarcely possible that Mr. Thorpe should 
have^^n ignorant of the fact, that from the com- 
mencemeatof the Colony, to the time of its bfcmg 



t4 

transferred to the Crown, the Company had main- 
tained school* there, to which the children etf tbs 
Colonists were gratuitously admitted ; especially asal* 
most every Nova-Scotian youth ta the Colony, both 
male and female, and many Maroons, whom he must 
have been in the daily habit of seeing* had received 
in those schools the elementary parte of education. 
' It seems also -difficult to conceive how Mr. Thorpe 
should have been ignorant of the fact that the Com- 
pany had gone to very considerable expense hi edu«* 
eating natives of Africa, both in Africa and in £ng? 
bind. The chiefs aroubd Sierra Leone were ear* 
nestly invited, from the first, to send their children 
to that place for education* and many were sent 
The sense of insecurity produced by the destruction 
of the Colony by the French, in 3794, induced the 
chiefs for a time to withdraw the children. In no long 
time, however, their confidence revived; and a school 
of about forty children, exclusively natives, many of 
them belonging to persons of influence in the vicinity, 
was formed in Freetown, at the Company's entire 
expense, and under the peculiar superintendence of 
the Governor. From this number, twenty-five ware 
selected, including two Nova Scotkns, and brought 
over to England in 1?99; and in 1801 and 1802^ 
about eight more, of whom three or fonr were Ma- 
roons, were also brought over to this country. Here 
they remained for about ait years, at the expense 
of the Sierra Leone Company aided by the private 
contributions of its Directors and their immediate 
friends, until the prevalence of pulmonary complaints 
among them, which in several instances proved fatal, 
indtre* it expedient to diwx*rtuHie the j*hlV. : 
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; * The course of education pursued with these youths, 
any be best seen by a reference to the following 
evidence, annexed to the Report just alluded to. 

' " Mr. Greaves stated, that he lives at Clapham, 
ind has the care of the Africans now in England for 
education, as their schoolmaster. He has had other 
boyg under Ins care, but at present is charged solely 
frith the education of the children in question. 
Th£y were placed under his care about two years 
and a half ago. Their ages are from ten to se- 
venteen. He instructs them in reading, writing; 
arid arithmetic, and one of them, who is the most 
forward, in mensuration. Almost ail of them can 
speak and read English tolerably well. Pains are 
taken to give them information on general subjects, 
»• history, geography, natural philosophy, and me- 
€haftics. He had not observed any inferiority of 
capacity^ allowance being made for the deficien- 
cies ufcder which they laboured when they came 
under his care. They converse together in their 
own language, but more frequently in English. 
Three of the children, having learned to read and 
write, have been put out to learn* boat-building; and 
it is propoied to place the others as they get for- 
ward, to leaf n different trades. They also learn 
various useful arts within the School. They retain 
a strong attachment to their own country ; but do 
pot appear impatient to return home tiH their edu- 
cation is completed, being sensible of the advan- 
tages to be derived therefrom. The children shew 
a great disposition to adopt the principles of the 

£ 
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Christian Religion, and several of them have Writ- 
ten letters to their parents in Africa, expressive 
of their opinions on this subject/' 

But all these various and expensive efforts to 
promote civilization in Africa, Mr. Thorpe describes 
" as giving education to half a dozen African 
boys." He adds, indeed, (p. 4.) " They proceed- 
ed so far in civilization, as," besides educating these 
half dozen African boys, " to send two persons t# 
Teemboo, a few days' walk from Sierra LeonW' 

Although Mr. Thorpe chooses to speak thus 
contemptuously of the journey to Teemboo executed 
by Messrs. Watt and Winterbottom, no one can 
peruse its details without a strong impression both 
of its difficulty and importance. By a reference 
to the map of their route, it will be seen* that the 
distance they actually travelled by land, on foot, ia 
going and returning, independent of sea and river 
carriage, was about 500 miles, ip that country a 
journey of at least from thirty to thirty-five days. 
They were the first Eurbpeans who ever penetrated 
so far in that particular direction ; and the account of 
their journey is so interesting, that it is much to be 
regretted it has not been given to the world*. But 
Resides the journey to Teemboo, various other 
journeys and voyages were undertaken ib different 
directions, at the Cpmpany!s expense, for the ex* 
press purpose not merely of prosecuting inquiry, 
but of enlightening the minds of the native chiefs 
as to their true interests and those of their subjects; 
■.'„.-. '. \ See Appendix, B. ^ 
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inciting said encouraging them to abandon the Slav* 
Trade and engage in Cultivation; and inducing 
them to send their children to school at Sierra Leone, 
or to admit schools among them. And it further 
appears, that even the trading voyages undertaken, on 
the part of the Company, from Sierra Leoqg were 
usuaHy 1 connected with these objects, and that perse- 
vering efforts were made to render the visits of the na- 
tive chiefs to the Colony subservient to the same ends. 
It would swell this Report to a most inconvenient 
size if the Directors ware to attempt to detail the 
large mass of evidence which has fully satisfied their 
minds on thjs point ; which has convinced them that 
the labours of the Sierra Leone Company to pro- 
mote the object of African civilization were great 
and unwearied. But the obstacles with which they had 
to struggle, among which may be noted, as the most 
material, the insubordination of the settlers and the 
temptations and influence of the Slave Trade, were 
exceedingly powerful, perhaps insuperable ; and it 
ought not to be imputed as blame, that they did not 
effect impossibilities. Indeed, in justice to the pru* 
dence and discernment of the projectors of the un- 
dertaking, it should be remarked, that when the Com* 
paay was first formed, a confident expectatioo was 
entertained of a speedy Abolition; an expectation 
which, as far as they were concerned with the admi- 
nistration of. the Colony, ended in total disappoint- 
ment; as they had to contend with this formidable 
and pernicious enemy from its very first foundation 
down to Jan. 1, 1808. On that day the British, 
Slave Trade was abolished on the Coast of Africa; 
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and cm die same day the Colony of Sierra Leone 
was transferred to the Crown* 

8. In a similar spirit, of invidious misrepre- 
sentation, Mr. Thorpe complains also of the inatten- 
tion paid to religion and morality by the Sierra- Leone 
Company. M They had a Church of England cler- 
gyman for a few months, and a missionary for a few 
years, but, tbey bad methodist teachers and' preachers 
i& abundance," (p. 4.) 

Those who have attempted to provide Chaplains 
for forfeign stations will know, how to appreciate the 
difficulty of the task in the case of a Colony like Sierra, 
Leone, which had a character for insecurity and un- 
healthiness beyond that of most others. In point of 
ffrct, great exertions appear to have been made by the 
Sierra Leone Company to keep up that part of their 
establishment ; which was connected with moral and 
religious instruction ; but it was found abeolutely 
impossible to procure a succession of suitable olers 
gymen of the Church of England. And it may 
serve in some degree to exculpate the Sierra Leone 
Company from blame in this respect, that although 
the Colony has been for upwards of seven years* in 
the hands of Government, and althoogh the salary 
and advantages of the Chaplain have been materially 
increased since the transfer, no such clergymen have 
yet been induced to accept the situation, i 

When the Coldny was first projected, two clergy- 
men of the Church of England, of eminent piety, the 
jftev* Nathaniel Gilbert and the Rev. Melville Home, 
were engaged *s Chaplains. Tkb formet ; continued 
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w the sirvicaofahc Company for *baut a year and; 
a Jwdfjandthe latter for about twoyear%i, Ttey*rtire 
forced to quit: the Colony chiefly on account of ill 
tetitfe. ; Their ptoce was supplied, foxavm time bj 
t^opersoiw wlio badj^ooeoat* aa aohodoiaaterfl to 
tie Colony (Mt i J dnee, and Mr>* Garvin) until, ia 
K34, the R«v. Mr. Langlanda, * minister of the 
Ghu^ofSeotUi^ w^^ Chaplain* He 

di^ however, * iewi weeks -after his larriivftl itttiaer 
6010117..) After again* vainly seeking for c*. Clergy- 
ipaniJofltheiGfaurch of England to: till the* ^itilMioo; 
in 17&% another Scotch Clergynaau was appointed 
Chaplaia, rthe Rev. Mr. Claris who continued to 
labour among the Colonists, And particularly .amftqg 
their chiicfreb, with . great assiduity, Sot nearly three 
yeatsywhea he also died. The Rev. Mr. . &sUi*ton*j& 
Missionary, continued to perform the duties* >of Chap- 
Uin after Mp. 7 Cla4 9 s deatli tia the year 18Q1. Since 
lS02^th© office has-been filled by a succession of 
askuaters of/ the /Luthesan Ghmah, supplied by the 
pkiu&'cprgof the Chjurch>Missioaacy. Society. And 
oveiiduriwgttetempotiary^waaiof any clerical person 
torperfo«nJ*he pu^ic services nof /Divine Worship 
these *wer$ always- regulaily performed* either/by like 
&o«Widr. himself^ or by some importable person xrf 
bfe/appointmentj' t^-* i ;..* -X -.<...»:*■ v. - 

- <-The'' Sierra iieoneC^ 

engage clergymen of the* Church xrf < Fjigfaod dprtheir 
Service* had proved fruitleds^nrcAridpjobably havehad 
ab objiection 'to ^e>nploy respectaWe ; MiMet^odbt 
teacher* awipneadhers/-' could they hawiibediV *pr«p 

ctired, to ^uppf^the m&m$6 religbus itttrutttaa to 
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the Colony. In point of feet, however* it docs not 
appear, tiiat they sent out any such preachers- them- 
selves. Many of the Settlers had indeed been connected 
with the Methodist Society, while they were still undear 
the immediate care of Government in Nova Scotia j; 
and there were among them several of their own lokwr; 
who officiated as preachers ; but who were not either 
dependant on the Company, or employed or paid by> 
them. The Methodist Society in England, and other* 
religious Societies, have, it is true, at different trme&> 
sent Missionaries of their own body to Sierra Leone ;i 
and to these the Company were ever forward toaffbrd 
their countenance and protection. And although* 
the climate of Africa has proved very adverse to 
the success of these Missions, many valuable lives 
having been sacrificed in the attempt to establish 
them ; and the influence of the Slave Trade has been 
particularly 'Unfavourable to their progress ; yet much, 
has been done and is now doing by their means,. 

Mr. Thorpe recommends it to Mr* Wilberforce- 
(p, 40.) to " erect the first church with a steeple and 
bell that ever was built for our regular worship ia 
Afriea." This would seem to imply that j&o church) 
bad ever been erected at Sierra Leone; whereasr 
the feet, on examination, appears, tp be, that one of 
the first erections at Sierra Leone in the year 17.92+ 
was that of a temporary church, capable of con- 
taining about &50 persona. In 1793 one was erected; 
of mope durable { materials, capable of containing 
7-50^ persons; tut this was destroyed by the French 
r* 1794s A*ho left not a vestigej of it remaining, lip* 
mediately aftesi *Mr departure, another temporary; 
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place of worship was prepared ; and in 1796 a se- 
cond church, of a commodious size and structure, 
capable of containing about 500 persons, was built, 
in wjiich the regular worship of the Church of Eng- 
land continued to be performed, even after the trans- 
fer of the. Colony to the Crown* All these occasion- / 
ed an expense to the Qopipany of several thousand 
pounds, , Ttechurc&lsstnae^^ 
ed, or may baye been turned to some other use be- 
fore Mr. Thorpe visited the Colony ; but had thfc 
inquiries,, which he takes credit to himself for having 
made, been very minute, he might have learnt that 
such a structure had once existed, and that it hod 
been transferred to the Crown. . 

With respect to the grave and important remark, 
respecting the " steeple" and the " bell," notwith- 
standing the additional weight and authority which 
it derives from Mr. Thorpe's public and private cha* 
racter, the Directors think it wholly unnecessary to 
say more than that they suppose the Sierra Leone 
Company consulted their finances as to the style of 
their buildings, and that proper and sufficient means 
were provided to announce the hour of Divine Wor* 
ship. 

The reason which Mf . Thorpe pretends to assign 
for the removal of the Rev. Mr. Nylander from the 
chaplaincy of the Colony is also very incorrectly 
stated. Here indeed the Directors can speak on 
the authority of Mr. Nylander himself, who has ex* 
plained very fully his reasons for this step, in a let* 
ter to his employers, the Church Missionary Society, 
dated in December 181 1, which has been laid before 



the Board. These arte, . first, That Ws health re- 
bilked the removal ; secondly, Thai he was desirous* 
*>( prosecuting his original purpose' in coming- to 
Africa, namely, a mission to the natives; but, tfifrdly 
and lastly* Because .&rtie Europeans of influent* in 
tito Colony, and theUe is «8»6t**0' believe fhat J lW¥. 
Tbot^ himself was prtodpsSy^^fewe* to, werfc of- 
feoded with his plafWptetfehtag 40 tbe'pftior Cofonfctt, 
called it im^thedisticttl,«h<}*9is^<m his pfeatehmg 
BfelrVs^rmohs instead off hi*' own, which- he cotfi- 
ceived destroyed his usefulness, and tehdfcred hfe 
lon^r stAy inexpedient. No# w&etheir Mr. Njr- 
lamter judged rightly Or 4*ot-m tftis pafticblar, *ven 
in common justice to > the ^Worthy maty Mf. Thorpe 
ought to have takett more°p&kis than he' seems to 
ha*e **sed, to ihforni hitnself 6f the motives which 
led Mr. Nyiander to exchange a house, «Ad respec* 
table station, and S50t. a year, in the Colony, for the 
laborious, and* in a pecuniary view, Unprofitable, 
situation of a Missionary to ftg Biilloms.' 

9. A further charge agfeinst the Sierra LecWe 
Company, fe thoi expressed : ** Their boobs atfd 
agents were removed, while many of the poor set* 
tiers who had toiled for thefti for years were left 
unpaid. . The case of some of these Old, impoverish- 
ed, and destitute people, I represented before the 
Chairman of the Sierra Leone Company, in a Com- 
mittee of the African Institution,, but fto redress wa$ 
Offered. I simply requested that all their demand* 
mighfbe referred to arbitration in the ^Colony, and 
even this was not complied with." 
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The accusation is afterwards more specifically re* 
newed :— " Poor Kizii, the old black settler, who sent 
bis bill for work and labour done long since for 
the Sierra Leone Company, requested of the worthy 
Mr. William Allen, to purchase a mill from the 
money he had so justly earned, and send it out; but 
neither the Chairman of the Sierra Leone Company, 
nor the Committee of the African Institution, would 
attend to the poor old man's demand ; he was not 
paid, nor any arbitration allowed ; consequently no 
mill could be purchased/ 9 

This charge was preferred in January 1814, be* 
fore a Committee of the African Institution, who 
went very fully into ait examination of its truth, and 
(found it to be groundless. The examination has 
again been renewed by the Directors since the publi? 
cation of Mr. Thorpe's pamphlet, and with a similar 
result With respect to Kizell, the only person spe- 
cified by Mr* Thorpe, and whose cade he so feelingly 
laments, there has been laid before the Board a regu- 
lar account-current between him and the commercial 
agent of the Sierra Leone Company from the year 
1862 to the year 1809, signed by Kizell himself, by 
which a debt appears due from him. to the Sierra 
Leone Company, of 199$ dollars and 90 cents. To 
Ibis account is annexed a paper of exceptions on the 
part of Kizell, also signed by himself, which, if they 
were all allowed, would still leave a balance against 
him of about 1450 dollars. As a security for this 
admitted debt Kizell assigned to the Sierra Leone 
Company hie house in Freetown, by the following 
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memorandum of assignment, dated en the 19th of 
June, 18 JO, more than a year after his account- cur** 
rent had been closed, and when he must have had a 
full opportunity of ascertaining its correctness. 

" Know all men by these presents, that I Joha 
Kizell, of the Colony of Sierra Leone, trader, do 
make over to the Honourable the Sierra Leone Com* 
pany, and their assigns, all my right and title to that 
lot of land numbered two hundred and seventy-eight 
in the Register and Plan of Town Lots for Freetown, 
in the Colony aforesaid, with all buildings, out-houses, 
&c. in the said Lot, to be held by them, the said 
Company, for their use, until such time as the debt 
due by me to the said Company be all paid, and no 
longer. 

" In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal, this nineteenth day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ten. 

(Signed) JOHN KIZELL, L. S> 
" Sealed and delivered in presence of 

(Signed) James Becket, 

(Signed) Stephen Gabbedon* 
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As the Company had then ceased to have any esta- 
blishment at Sierra Leone, it is scarcely possible that 
they could have contracted any new debt to Kizell, 
or to any other person in Africa. 
. In the face of such a document, it seemed necea* 
«ary that some probable evidence of the alleged 
claim should be produced, before even the most deli- 
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cate idea of equity could require it to be sent to a 
reference at Sierra Leone : not the slightest shadow 
*f such evidence has hitherto been produced. 

Mn Hamilton, the gentleman mentioned with so 
much honour by Mr. Thorpe at page 68 of his pam- 
phlet, was the Company's Accountant, and, subse- 
quently to the month of April 1810, their sole agent 
*t Sierra Leone. The assignment of Kizell's house 
is. ia Mr. Hamilton's hand-writing. He remained 
in the Colony for two years beyond the date of that 
assignment, namely, until the month of June 1812, 
nearly a year after Mr. Thorpe had arrived in the 
Colony ; but during the whole of that time he had 
not been applied to ©a the part of KizclL for any 
further settlement of his account. In short, never 
was any charge more completely falsified than this. 

It may be proper to add, that Kizell's assignment 
of his house had not been put in force by tbP 
Company of their agents. Perhaps to their lenity it 
may be owing that they have been subjected to this 
extraordinary and groundless imputation of refusing 
to pay the just demands of a settler who toiled for 
tbem.^-The Board is but too sensible how tedious 
this detail must appear, yet it seems necessary in 
wder to render the refutation of Mr. Thorpe's 
charges complete. This article may serve to illus- 
trate the general complexion of Mr. Thorpe's at- 
tack, and the nature of the only difficulty there is ia 
repelling it 

But although Mr. Thorpe specifies only the case of 
KiseUj he says there were many of the settlers who 
*&$ placed, by the fraudulent conduct of the Com*, 
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pany and their agents, in circumstances equally de- 
plorable. Whetl jffessed by the Committee which 
sat in December 1813, to state the names of the 
settlers to whom he alluded ; in addition to Kizell, 
he mentioned the name of Reid. This man, how- 
ever, it appeared, had acted as a Commissary ; his 
accounts, which were confused and complicated, 
through his own inaccuracy, had been for some time 
in a train of adjustment, and the balance due to him, 
having been ascertained, was paid to his attorney. 

These were the only cases of settlers mentioned by 
Mr. Thorpe. He complained indeed of great in- 
justice having been done to a person of the name of 
Campbell, an European. But the injustice in this 
case was chargeable on the Colonial Jury, who tried 
his suit against the Company, in the year 1309, and 
found a verdict in the Company's favour. Mr. 
Thompson being at that time Governor of the Cim 
lony, it could not be alleged that the Company or 
their agents possessed any undue influence over the 
colonial courts. 

The only other case mentioned by Mr. Thoipe, 
and he was urged to mention all he knew, was that of 
a Mr. Garell, a slave trader, who had left the Gover* 
nor and Council of Sierra Leone the executors, of 
his last will. Mr. Thorpe alleged that the Company 
was possessed of property belonging to this man's 
heirs, which they would not give up ;— -whereas thte 
truth appeared to be, that the Company' had only 
recently received a remittance of between five and six 
hundred pounds on this account, which was irataed** 
ttely placed in the funds, tn the ntmes oftt»U&e<i$, tfo 
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await the claim of those who might be entitled to 
receive it. 

But notwithstanding the result of this previous 
inquiry, Mr. Thorpe doea not scruple to affirm, that 
" many of the poor settlers who had toiled for them 
for years,. were left unpaid by the Company." 

Mr. Vanneck, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Nicol, whom 
Mr. Thorpe represents, at p. 68, as men of inteiii* 
gence and respectability, and who had resided about 
ten years in the Colony, were questioned on this point. 
They had beard of no such case. It had been Mr. 
Vannecfc's province to superintend the labourers : be 
affirmed, that they had always been honourably and 
regularly paid once a week. 

In short, the Board is fully persuaded, that this 
very serious charge has not even the slightest colour 
of probability to support it 

10. Mr. Thorpe goes on to assert, that "the 
Company demanded to be paid by Government for 
their buildings, and did accordingly receive a large 
sum for them, although they had previously received 
JOOyQOQl. for the improvement of the Colony." 

This statement is also unfounded. By the tenor 
of the agreement made with his Majesty's Govern- 
ment* on the occasion of the transfer of the Colony, 
the Company were allowed to retain their commercial 
buildings, mil their other buildings being uncondi- 
tionally surrendered. Fourteen months subsequent 
to the transfer, namely in the month of February 
or iMaPch, 1&09, the commercial afiairs of the 
€tej**yib*rifag been brought to a close, Governor 
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Thompson proposed to purchase the commercial 
store-house with its appurtenances, the only buddings 
they had retained : and he accordingly made the pur- 
chase at a price which lie himself thought reasonable, 
viz. 2000£ 

But if Governor Thompson, who had the Act of 
Parliament transferring the Colony to Government 
in his hands, and who by that Act was himself con- 
stituted the sole judge of what were ptcblic build- 
ings within the meaning of the Acti and as such to be 
unconditionally surrendered to the Crown, had not 
been fully persuaded, that this particular building 
was fairly and legally the property of the Company, 
it may be presumed he would not have purchased 
and paid for it Would any one who reads in Mr. 
Thorpe's pamphlet, that the Sierra Leone Company 
had demanded to be paid for their buildings, and did 
accordingly receive a large sum, suppose, that the facts 
of the. case were, that they had surrendered to the 
Crown, mtfwut being paid for them, all public build- 
ings, indeed, all their buildings of every kind, except 
only their commercial warehouse and its appurte- 
nances, which were reserved to them by special agree* 
ment, and which they afterwards sold for 20001. ? 
Nor should it pass unobserved, that, this transaction, 
so reprobated by Mr. Thorpe, was a voluntary acton 
the part of that very Governor, whom in another 
{dace, and for another purpose, the same Mr. Thorpe, 
represents as a model of integrity and honour. 

11. The most serious, however, of all Mr. Thorpe^ 
accusation* against the Sierra Leoae Compwy^ a&4 
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their agents, is that of slave trading. But in proper* 
tion to its seriousness, it appears to have, if possible, 
still less foundation whereon to rest than any that 
has yet been adverted to. 

The Directors of the Sierra Leone Company had 
from the very first professed to be hostile to the slave 
trade. Some of them were among the most distin- 
guished parliamentary advocates of the Abolition. 
Mr. Thorpe himself complains (p. 6.) that they 
" trumpeted their abhorrence" of the slave trade, and 
" fulminated against every person implicated in it;" 
aad it has been seen, that they required a bond from 
all who entered into their service not to engage to 
it No one, indeed, can read their printed Reports, 
without feeling, that they were the intelligent, deter- 
mined, and fearless adversaries of this traffic. 

Under these circumstances, there would naturally 
be an eagerness, on the part of those engaged in the 
slave trade, to expose any deviation from their pro- 
fessed principles, of which the Sierra Leone Com* 
pany or their agents might have been guilty. But 
what was the fact ? 

In the year 1799, the Chairman of the Sierra 
Leone Company, Mr. H. Thornton, introduced a 
Bill into Parliament for prohibiting the British Slave 
Trade in the River Sierra Leone, and for 500 miles 
on each side of it. The proprietors of Bance Island, 
a great slave factory in that very river, and the whole 
body of slave merchants of London and Liverpool 
opposed the Bill, which was, nevertheless, carried 
triumphantly through the House of Commons, and 
lost in the House of Lords only by four votes* 
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They petitioned to be heard by counsel at the baf 
of the House of Lords, and leave was given them. 
The Sierra Leone Company was also admitted to the 
bar, and evidence on both sides was examined at 
great length. On this occasion, the witnesses called 
by the Sierra Leone Company did not scruple, as 
may be seen by a reference to their testimony, to 
represent the slave trade, and slave traders, in their 
true colours of cruelty, rapacity, treachery, and blood* 
On the other side, several slave traders were examined 
who were familiar with the Colony; who had fre- 
quently visited it; who had resided in its neighbour* 
hood, and who had ample means of knowing all that 
passed in the Colony, and that entered or went out 
of it It would have been of great importance to 
their cause — and still more such an occasion of tri- 
umphing over an adversary, if not of exposing his 
hypocrisy, as would have been eagerly as well as 
justly seized — to have shewn, that the Sierra Leone 
Company, who had brought in this Bill for limiting 
their trade in slaves, (expressly on the ground of the 
insuperable bar which it interposed to innocent 
commerce, to agriculture, to civilization, to improve- 
ment of every kind,) had themselves participated in 
the guilt of that traffic. No such charge, however, 
was made ; nay, no intimation or suspicion to that 
effect was urged or insinuated by any of the wit* 
nesses. Till that period, therefore, it may be pre- 
sumed that they were guiltless ; at least in the 
absence of all proof of an affirmative kind, this, 
hj their circumstances, is but an equitable presump- 
tion* 
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1 Again, in 1803-4, along examination of eviden&i; 
Adverse to the Sierra Leone Company, took place id 
a Committee of the House of Commons. But to 
the course of thdt examination, although it wds ad- 
mitted on both sides that many settlelrs and somil 
*ven of the Company's servants had quitted th* 
Colony to engage in the slave trade, not the slightest 
imputation was thrown out against the Company, or 
their "Governor and Council, as if they had b6etf 
concerned either 4 directly or indirectly in carrying it 
on, or as if they had favoured it in others 1 no, not 
eveh by those settlers whose lands Were forfeited in 
consequence of their embarking in the slave trade* 
nor yet by any one of those whom Jin Thorpe re* 
presents Us among the Company's best servants, and 
against whom his words seem to admit, that they 
"fulminated," and u trumpeted their abhorrence," 
and who did not return to the Colony till after the 
abolition of the slave trade and the transfer of tWr 
government to the Crown. •*■•'•* 

It would obviously have beett of great tttomettt to 
such persons to have exhibited the Sierra Leone 
Company, and their Governor and Council, (theuf 
public accusers), as having sanctioned, *by their own 
example, all that they Were stigmatised for having 
done. Several of these persons had been for soma 
years, (two of them nearly ten), in situations of trust 
in the Company's service. Not one of them, how* 
ever, appears to have ever pretended to justify his 
own delinquency by alleging any slave-trading trans* 
action against his masters. • With the strohge* 
temptation te prefer roch an' accusation, -* frWHtf 



true, and with the amplest meant of knowing its 
truth, they have never replied, to the charges of th* 
Company by a single attempt at recrimination. 

But in the face of all this strong body of presump* 
tive evidence, Mr. Thorpe affirms (p. -5), that the 
servants of the Company " constantly purchased the 
natives;" and he adds in a note, that this fact was 
"given in evidence on oath before Governor Thomp- 
ion aad Chief Justice Thorpe."— The Director 
fraare taken great pains thoroughly to investigate thi* 
extraordinary charge* They have considered wftj* 
e*re the information which was obtained upon it 
from Mr, Thorpe himself in January 1814^ by the 
Committee of Sierra Leone Inquiry) of which Mr« 
. Brougham was chairman ; and they are now enabled 
to state the faets of the <*se* 

I* November 1807, an American Slave Captain, 
of the name of Bradford, attempted, in the river Sierra 
Xeofte, ftbfiHit five mites above the Colony, to kidnap 
eleven natives, who had come on board his vessel to 
trade* He succeeded in securing five ; two were 
ifcowaed ip the , scuffle, and four escaped* D reading 
the vengeance of the natives, Captain Bradford in* 
tfantly took refuge in the harbour of Sierra Leope, 
intending to pail y\th the next tide. The native chie& 
£owever> reached the Colopy, with the news of this 
putrage, in lime to put it & Governor I<udl*m f s 
power to c*H the ruffian to account His lqgal 
right to interfere w*s indeed extremely doubtful* 
lie never tbetae ordered the Captain to be wwd, 
fiad *&U wu*fc*tion to be ins&utftdL Had the 
JMrisdkrtifln eC*b*«tarteF obfr^emvWl to tfa* 
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place where the outrage bad be#i cttnthftted, life 
might pdftsibly hate been convicted of itftirdbf/ Brt 
under the peculiar circumstances df the ttek, all the* 
Governor Ludlam fek that he ceuid pffepttfy do w*4 
to reqahfe the Captain to make satisfaction for the 
outrage to the utmost demand of African law, or, ih 
ease of his refusal, to abandon him And M* Vessel tfr- 
the retaliation of the natives. The Captairi agteed to 
tile former aftfcrnatWe. The five persons Who ha<! 
teen kidnapped were instantly set at liberty. About 
Ho6i. worth of goods, all that he had remaining on 
board, were brought on shore, and delivered to the 
injured natives ; besides which, ten of his slaves werfe 
taken out of thte hold of his vessel, and landed in 
the Colony. 

In satisfying the demands of the riatives, the sim- 
plest course for Governor Ludlam to pursue would 
have been to deliver over these ten slaves to the na- 
tive chiefs, who would have willingly accepted them 
m satisfaction of their claims. 
- ' Nevertheless, as the slave trade had not yet ceased, 
there was but too much reason to apprehend that 
these poor creatures would be again sold, (as, accord- 
ing to African law, they might lawfully be, befort 
domestication), if they were given at once into the 
hands of the native chiefs. To prevent this, and to 
secure at the same time still further benefit to the 
rescued slaves, Mr. Ludlam proposed to bind them 
as apprentices for fourteen years to any respectable' 
Colonists who would pay to the Native Chiefs their 
customary bailie, which, according to their ownlaws^ 
the Chiefi were compellable to receive, instep of 
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fead been taken from on board, four, on account of 
peculiar circumstances *, were unconditionally libe^ 
fated, with the consent of the Native Cbiefc, Go* 
yernor Ludlam's proposal was accepted, with respect 
fo the remaining six, who were children : and they 
were accordingly hound as apprentices ; two of them to 
Mr. Alexander Smith* two to Mr. George Nicpl, and 
two to Mr, Jwnes Reid. They were thua rescued from 
thp miseries of the Middle Passage, in a vessel the 
hold of which was not more than three feet and a half 
in height, and on board of which, though only forty-nine 
tons burthen, were actually stowed sixty-four slaves, 
, How stands the qise, then, with respect to these 
individuals? They exchanged slavery through life* 
for* servitude which scarcely extended beyond their 
non-age ; the cruel bondage pf America or the West 
Indies, for an apprenticeship of the same nature with 
{hat to which free children are liable in England. 
They exchanged a hopeless absence from their 
country and their friends, for the power of revisiting 
t>oth : they exchanged the extinction of all civil rights* 
for the possession of every right which the law of 
£ngland. in England itself, woyld give. 

Such is the extept of th? injury that was done to 
these poor natives. On the other hand, Governor 
j^udlam secured to the injured parties, what they 
conceived a full compensation. He published in 
some degree a flagitious offender : - he nw$e4 the 

* Two ftf these, from their, very {liseased state, cotfd aot 
)$kvt survived their miseries, had they remained in the vets*!, 
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credit of the Colony for equal justice and prompt 
redress ; and • he prevented probably a cruel and 
bloody retaliation upon the first American, eve* 
though Unoffending, who should have come within 
die reach of native vengeance. 
- One hundred, dollars, indeed, were paid to the 
JNative Chiefs, for the redemption of each of these 
six children, who became the apprentices of the peb- 
son* paying the money, being bound to them by re- 
gular indentures, under the guardianship of the Go* 
vernor and Council, and under the full protection 
of British Law. And this transaction — in the strictest 
sense of the word, a redemption of natives of Africa 
SMtitf slavery to be made free— is proved by his own 
examination, in January 1814, to be the same whicfc 
Mr. Thorpe would stigmatise as the slave traded 
The Directors cannot dismiss this case, withoutcalling 
upon the meeting to consider the fair inferences to be 
drawn from such facts being made the ground of 
jmch an accusation. 

But, according to Mr. Thorpe, the servants of the 
Company not only " constantly purchased the na- 
tives, but they worked them themselves without pay, 
and hired them to others for pay." — This, when folly 
examined, proves to be no more than this ; that they 
redeemed natives of Africa from slavery, who were 
bound to them as apprentices for a limited time. — But 
to what extent was this done ? 

The Directors have had an opportunity of examin- 
ing an authentic copy of the register of apprentices, 
V* the Colony of Sierra Leone, on the 1st of January 
J808f the day <& which the Colony was transferred 
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to the Crown. The whole number on that day was 
thirty -eight. Of these, however) twenty-aeven were 
the children of settlers, bound either by their parent* 
or guardians, for periods varying from two to twelve 
years, but chiefly from three to seven years. The re* 
staining eleven only were natives, whole indentures 
were precisely of the same tenor with those of the 
children of the settlers. Of these eleven, six were 
the poor creatures who were rescued* as has been 
already related, from the hold of an American slate 
ship. Of the remaining five, two were bound for 
four years, one for six years, one for seven, ami one, 
a young girl, for thirteen years. 

And this is the state of things, which Mr. Thorpe 
has chosen to represent as a monstrous system of 
oppression, " Their servants constantly purchased 
the natives, worked them themselves without pay, 
mnd hired them to others for pay If" 

12. But the evil, according to Mr. Thorpe, did 
not stop here. The servants of the Company " suf- 
fered slaves to be brought in and taken out of the 
Colony, and allowed them to be seized and delivered 
to their masters when they sought protection."— 
The Directors have received the most satisfactory 
proof, that the Sierra Leone Company and their 
servants proceeded uniformly on a directly opposite 
system; and that they experienced much trouble 
and inconvenience, and even encountered dangers of 
a very formidable kind, from their practical adher- 
ence to the principle of affording their protection te 
fogitkves, who sought it. In point of fact* it appeal*, 
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that all slavq* who sought shelter in the Colony were 
protected, to the utmost power of the Governor and 
Council ; nor has one instance been discovered of 
protection having been refused to a slave who claim* 
edit 

. It would he too much to expect, that in a Colony 
which touched, on all sides, on limits where the slave 
trade was authorised and protected, both by British 
and African law, no .persons had entered the Colony, 
tod quitted if again, who had been slaves in their own 
country before they entered it, and who continued to 
be so after they had quitted it Persons were not 
ipterrogated, when they entered the Colony, or when 
they left it voluntarily, as to whether they were bond 
qr free. It is enough, that the Government of the 
Colony was always prompt to guard from lawless 
violence, those who sought its protection. They 
tfould not have invited the resort of fugitives to the 
Colony, without giving their neighbours what would 
have seemed just cause of war against them. 

Neither is it meant to be asserted, that no persona 
have ever been forcibly seized within the limits of 
the Company's jurisdiction, and delivered to their 
masters, aqdeven carried to slave factories and sold. 
Instances of this kind have been suspected by the Go- 
vernor and Council, where proof of the fact could not 
be obtained. But it clearly appears, that no such 
instances were permitted. On the contrary, several 
Vera discovered, tried, and severely punished. 

The injustice of the whole of this charge has been 
folly demonstrated, to the satisfaction of the Dh 
tortfwa 
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13. The Company Is next accused of having 
permitted their store-keeper " to supply the slave fac- 
tories and slave ships, and to feed the trade in every 
possible way."— Mr. Thorpe cannot be ignorant 
that the Colony of Sierra Leone was originally situat- 
ed in the midst of slave traders J that, with the ex- 
ception of its own narrow limits, there was not a spot 
in western Africa, during the entire period of the 
Company's connection with it, where that trade was 
not carried on, nor a single European or African 
trader, or even an African Chief, who was not en- 
gaged in it ; and that, therefore, it was absolutely 
impossible to have a single commercial transaction of 
any kind which might not contribute, in some way 
more or less direct, to feed the slave trade. If a 
Native Chief brought a ton of camwoed, or of rice, 
to the Colony, the goods which he purchased, with 
the proceeds of its sale, might be employed, and 
doubtless, in many cases, were employed, in slave- 
trading transactions; nor is it very obvious, how 
even Mr. Thorpe's enlightened vigilance could have 
prevented this. * 

Mr. Thorpe saw Sierra Leone some years after 
the slave trade had been proscribed in that river and 
its vicinity ; and when there was comparatively little 
difficulty in avoiding an intercourse with slave traders, 
who, indeed, were then obliged to hide themselves 
from justice. But, during the whole period of the 
Company's administration, the slave trade was legal 
even to British subjects ; who retained a right, under 
the Act of Parliament, to come into the very harbour 
of Sierra Leone, for wood, water, and refreshment 
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But this, instead of being any advantage, was felt by 
the Company as one of the main difficulties with which 
they had to contend ; a difficulty so great as to in- 
duce them to uaake that attempt in Parliament, in 
1799, which has been already mentioned, to procure 
a prohibition of the slave trade in the river Sierra 
Leone, and its vicinity, and of which any one would 
have supposed it impossible that Mr. Thorpe could 
hove been ignorant, if he had not chosen to designate - 
this intercourse, which was necessary to the very exist- 
ence of the Colony, and of which the effects were un- 
avoidable, as " a feeding of the slave trade." 

14. But a heavier charge, if possible, still re- 

v mains : " Even in Mr. Ludlam's last administration 

of the government," Mr. Thorpe states (p. 5), " two 

cargoes of Slaves, taken from the Americans, were 

publicly sold at twenty dollars a head." 

The occurrence to which Mr. Thorpe here refers 
took place, (and it is difficult to suppose that he 
could be ignorant pf this,) after the Sierra Leone 
Company had ceased to govern the Colony. But bq- 
sides this general exception against grounding on the 
transaction an accusation of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, Mr. Thorpe has, as usual, grossly misrepre- 
sented the facts of the case, and altogether mistated 
its general nature and character. 

Certain Negroes, in number 167, taken by his 
Majesty's ship Derwent, Captain Parker, in two Ame- 
rican vessels, trading for slaves contrary to the laws or 
tjae United States, were brought to Sierra Leone in 
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March or April 1808. No Vice- Admiralty Court 
had yet been instituted, nor had the Orders in Coun- 
cil respecting captured Negroes reached the Colony; 
But these Slaves having been brought to Freetown 
by Captain Parker, it became necessary for Go^ 
vernor Ludlam to provide for them, even though 
they had not yet been " condemned to his Majesty's 
bse." The case was perfectly novel. Governor 
Ludlam had no precedent, nor aqy analogy to guide 
him, in the course he should pursue, excepting the 
jprovisions of the Abolition Act of 1807; and he 
therefore, humanely »nd pardonably at least, deter? 
mined on proceeding according to the spirit of that 
Act, which enacts that Slaves taken under it, ancj. 
condemned to his Majesty, shall either be enlisted 
into his Majesty's sea and land forces, or bound apt 
prentices for a term of years ; and that certain boun- 
ties on such Slaves shall be payable to the captors, 
according as the case may be. Adhering to the spirit 
of this enactment, Governor Ludlam took forty of 
the ablest men into the service of Governmept, pro? 
viding them with proper food and clothing, and pro- 
mising them their full liberty^ at the end of three 
years. The reipainder, consisting of eighteen men, 
fourteen women, and ninety-five children, he pro- 
posed to place as apprentices among the Colonists of 
Sierra Leone, for periods varying according to the 
{age of the parties ; — persoris of eighteen years old 
and upwards being bound only for three years, and 
those who were less than eighteen being bound for q. 
prpportionably longer time. Public notice of his 
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ptifpdse having been given, 355 applications were 
immediately made. Many of these applicants Mr. 
Ludlam knew to be utterly unfit, from their poverty 
or their profligacy, to have natives entrusted to them 
as apprentices ; but he conceived that almost all, if 
Hot all, those who were most objectionable would be. 
tut off at once by a measure which would appear, 
impartial, and could therefore give no offence. H< 
required that every one whom he permitted to receive! 
any of these natives as apprentices should pay twenty 
dollars for each; and he resolved that this sum 
should be given to the captors, in lieu of the bounty 
of forty pounds for each man, thirty pounds for each 
woman, and ten pounds for each child, which they 
would have received from Government, had there been 
aCourt of Vice- Admiralty in the Colony, in which the 
captives could have been prosecuted to condemnation* 
He deemed it reasonable in itself, and strictly 
conformable with the principles of the Abolition 
Act, which allowed a bounty to all captors of Slaves 
regularly condemned, that the captors in this case 
should derive some benefit from the seizure they had 
made ; and as the Slaves had not been regularly conr 
demned in any Court of Vice- Admiralty, the captors, 
he conceived, could have no claim to the remunerat 
tkro held out by the Act. 

. In requiring this payment, however, Mn Ludlam's 
main object. appears to have been not to reward the 
captors ; that was merely incidental ; but to select the 
masters. In this point of view, the plan perfectly 
succeeded : more than two hundred applications were 
immediately withdrawn ; and Governor Ludlam then 
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placed the captured Negroes among those who re* 
mained, and who were the most respectable of the 
Colonists, telling them distinctly, that as soon as in- 
dentures could be prepared, the natives would be 
bound to them in the usual form, under the guardian- 
ship of the Governor and Council, The nature of 
apprenticeships was well understood by the Settlers* 
Many of their own children were apprentices: and 
as to possessing any other right over those natives, 
than that which sprung from the known relation of 
master and apprentice* no idea of the kind appears 
tor a moment to have been entertained ; and if it 
had, the operation of the laws relative to apprentices; 
fthich were the laws of England, would doubtless 
have corrected it. 

Governor Ludlam, in writing oil this subject, 
makes the following observations ; and as he is now 
ho more, and the charge is one which affects his me* 
mory, it is fair he should be heard. 
< "I thought the most impartial and effectual mode 
of proceeding would be to require a payment of 
twenty dollars for each apprentice. This plan ex- 
cluded at once a great nttmber of young people who, 
on that single account, were unfit to be entrusted 
with the care of a native child, and a great number 
of characters in more advanced years who would hope 
to support themselves by the labour of the native, 
though he at the same time would be poorly clothed 
^nd poorly fed. I am not .even yet aware of any 
objection to the plan which counterbalanced its ad- 
vantages ; nor can I conceive in what way, whether 
4t be advantageous of not> it can be construed into* 
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a sale of Slaves. It was the act of a public and 
authorised body (the Governor aqrf Council of 
Sierra Leone, acting in the name and by authority 
of his Majesty), not for the private benefit of the in- 
dividuals of that body* but for public purposes. The 
purpose to which the money was applied by the Go- 
yernor and Council, was the rewarding of the exer- 
tions of the captors ; a principle which seemed to 
me sanctioned by the Abolition Act. However, as 
(his mode of application has been disapproved, I will 
pot contend for its expediency. I will only state, 
that this point is totally distinct from the question; 
whether Slaves were sold. I do not urge all this 
»s meaning to contend that Slaves were never allowed 
to be purchased, or, as / must call it, redeemed, in 
this Colony. But I contend that these were neither 
purchased nor redeemed. The proceeding in its 
principle appeared to me similar to the plan adopted 
at home for preventing the introduction of improper 
persops into practice as attorneys, &c. An Act 
passed about 1793, laying a tax of 100/. on. every 
clerk who should thenceforward be articled ; the abi- 
lity to pay this sum being reckoned the most unob- 
jectionable rule by which to regulate the exclusion of 
improper characters. Precisely the. same was my 
motive here ; for I cannot perceive that the prin- 
ciple is altered by its being the object to select tha 
master in the one case and the apprentice in the 
other." 

The preceding statements, which have been given 
more in detail on account of the importance of the 
gubj^pt, and in justice to an able and excellent, though 
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somewhat speculative man, now no more, the late 
Governor LucHam, will shew what was the real nature 
Of this transaction, to which, unquestionably, there 
are solid objections on the score of irregularity and 
inexpediency ; although it is a gross and palpable 
misrepresentation to call it a sale of Slaves. 

This affair took place in March or April, 1 808* 
The intelligence reached England about* the end of 
the following July. On the Sd of August, Mr. 
Macaulay, in a private letter to Governor Ludlam; 
thus expressed himself: — " The 20 dollars ought not 
to have been given to the captors. It ought to have 
formed a fund for the benefit of the Negroes them- 
selves. It tells ill, because it looks something like a 
sale." 

' It is impossible to state the real merits of this case 
more fairly and impartially than it is stated by the 
Directors' of the Sierra Leone Company, in a lettetf 
to Governor Thompson, dated 20th October, 180&, 
an extract from which will be found annexed *. 

Mr. Thorpe would insinuate (p. 16), that this tran* 
saction had been " concealed" by the Sierra Leone 
Company and the African Institution. The truth; 
on the contrary, is, that when intelligence of it was. 
first received, which was in July 1808, steps werfc 
immediately taken by the African Institution to pro- 
tect the Slaves that had been landed at Sierra Leone 
from any claims which their American owners might 
prefer against them. The circumstances of the case 
were, with that view, fully stated to Sir John Nicholl, 

/• . , ; . . »••■■ ^ ♦ See Appendix, C. . *' . * 



$hen the King's Advocate, Dr. Arnold, Dr. Law- 
rence, and Mr. Stephen; who met in consultation 
upon it, and advised that, if the American owner* 
should bring the matter before the Court of Admi* 
ralty, the Negroes themselves should appear as parties, 
either by themselves or their attorney, before the 
Court, in order to implead their right to freedom; 
and that application should also be made to the 
American Government on the subject. Both thes? 
steps were taken, A power of attorney was ob- 
tained from all the liberated Slaves, to be used in case 
pf need ; and an application was made on the subr 
ject to the American Government, in which the facts 
pf the case, even that of the apprenticing of the 
Slaves, were distinctly stated . This application w*s 
favourably received, Indeed, the reply of the 
American Government, accompanied by the opi- 
nion of their own Attorney-General, was of the moqt 
/satisfactory kind, and having been submitted Uf the 
prize appeal court, during the pleadings in the well- 
known case of the Amedie, was made one ground of 
the momentous decision which was pronounced by 
(he Court on that occasion. By this decision tfye 
subjects of any state which does not sanction the 
slave trade by its municipal laws, are incapacitated 
from prosecuting in a British Court, a claim for the 
(restoration of property embarked in such illegal 
trade *. 

The proceedings which were instituted in the 

* See, for a full report of this judgment, the Fifth Report 
pf the African Institution, p. 11, 
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Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone respecting 
these one hundred and sixty-seven captives, with the 
view of establishing the strange allegation of their 
having been sold by Mr. Ludlam as slaves, and to 
which proceedings Mr, Thorpe refers, as his proof, 
appear to have been, indeed, most extraordinary. 
Mr. Thompson, the then Governor, was also at once 
Prosecutor y Judge, and Counsel. A number of wit- 
nesses were subjected to examinations, and cross ex- 
aminations, all conducted by himself; and to this 
body .of what is called evidence, were subjoined seve- 
ral letters of Mr. H. Thornton and Mr. Macaulay, 
(some brief extracts of which appear in Mr. 
Thorpe's pamphlet) as proving that these one hundred 
and sixty-seven natives of Africa were sold, dealt 
with, and treated as slaves by the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany and their agents. The whole forms a singular 
mass of heterogeneous materials, and manifests an 
entire disregard of the plainest rules of evidence, law, 
and equity. 

Having alluded to the attempt which Mr. Thorpe 
has made, by some brief extracts from letters of Mr. 
H. Thornton and Mr. Macaulay, to stigmatize these 
gentlemen as favouring a trade in Slaves, it is hardly 
necessary to say, that the attempt has wholly failed. 
TheDirectors, however, are saved the trouble olenter- 
•iug on this part of Mr. Thorpe's pamphlet, by a Letter 
which Mr. Macaulay himself has published, address- 
id to the Royal President of this Institution, and 
which cannot be read without a full conviction of the 
false and calumnious nature of the imputation, and of 
the utter contempt of all the received rules of fair and 
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bonourable pealing, by which alone any colour of 
probability could, eyen for « moment, have been 
$jyen to it . 

J 5. The Directors of the Sierra Leone Company , 
^f r. Thorpe states, on the surrender of the Colony to 
Government, " formed {to uphold their old influ- 
ence J a Society called the African Institution."— It 
^illnotbe vpry easy for Mr. Thorpe to persuade 
the public tbf}t. the Directors of the Sierra Leone 
Company, whose names have been already mention- 
ed, ppuld have any selfish end in contributing to form 
the African Institution. But in truth, the only Di- 
rectors of that Company whose names are to be 
foijnd in the list of the Directors of the African^n; 
stitytipn, besides those of tb<e ever-to-be-lamente^i 
fcjfr. Ifcory Ti^rnton ^nd Mr-, GranyiUe §harfy 
are, I^prd Teignmoutb, Mr. Charjes Grant Mr. 
Wilberforce, Mr. Babingtop, Mr. T. F. lorster, 
and Mr. Clarkspn ; names too well known, and top 
dj^efve&y dear to the friends of Africa, to have 
been excluded from the management of any institution 
which had the good of Africa for its object But 
these persons formed onlya small proportion of the ma- 
nagipg body, which consists of a President, twenty-two 
Vice-Presit^t^^Tiea^urer, and thirty-six Directors. 
There was not, therefore, between the Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company and of the African Insti- 
tution, the identity which Mr. Thorpe affirms to have 
ejusjtgd. And .with respect to tfye absurd, imputation 
fcgainst the Directory of both Institutions, of " $$> 
cup^og t,he Jtrade of the polony to jfceir jngncgjqg 

x 
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Secretary;" by what hearts was it in the j^Wfef* 6£ 
either the one or the' ofhdr to do this, even if'tftey* 
had entertained any such design ? Did they v cOflVe!y 
to their Secretary any facilities beyond what his 
own knowledge of the' trade of Africa 1 and" of the 
Colony .gave him? Does it 7 a£pear that a siagltf 
reference was ever made to either body on the' sub- 
ject, or a single question asked or agitated, or a sin- 
gle resohitipn promtilged or adopted by themr i& 
4h6rt, that they ever interfered, either directly Of 
indirectly, in the matter ? The most distinct arid uflf 
qualified negative is now given to these questions. 

jBefore the subject of the Sierra Leone Company 
js Closed, the BoArd is desirous <tf eapressftig^ to tftfc 
Strongest terms, its dedp impression of the laudable 
litj'd disinterested views which first led W the fbf- 
rfratioti of that Company, and by whfch fts conduc- 
tors appear to have been uniformly actuated. Arid 
ftfthpugh this yirtdicatioii of their cotiductf rtiiety ap- 
pear in soriiefregree foreign to the' objects of the 
African .Institution, yet, to rescue from unmerited 
Yeproach those who have acted so conspicuous a 
part in forwarding the great 'measure 6f the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade,' is due to the 'attienti 
/character of that Sacred cause, and is nd mdre than 
'an act of justice towards those who preceded them 
lutheirfab6urs. : v * 

" v - OF the pauses which Ted to the ftfltfie of Yb6 
ltfenW : *l!iane Corirpiriy, the Board t has already 
ipoketr* at'Tdige in its 'first' Rtepbtf> ; ttba5'*wbo 
■mUh tor see 1 them^ibore -titty and satisfectgiily dfevfe^ 
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lope£ may consult the Reports of the Sierra £<$on$ 
Company generally, but particularly those of J7<ji 
and 1804, Jhe last containing the evidence of the 
Directors of the. Company, which jpjg laid before 
jPjirliament They were there, stated 49, be, the waqt 
$ ft suffigieqt power and authority ;,ip the Govern- 
^njLq£ t the £olopy, duripgth^firp^ eight .years of 
Up /efi^np*?, conqbiped with ) th£ : uc^youra|ble cha- 
^actejr f of the, Sjetflers ; the ingjy^c^qr e£ its forge 
tachgck the iqncrgachments, oj discourage the ag- 
^grpssiop^ 0^ thp Natives ; the unbeaithiness incident 
<to alljE^w settlements in tropical climates, whi^h 
operated ip ^variojis ways to keep the Company's 
estahlishmejB^ iq p. \qyl «nd inadequate , state.: to 
iwpick ,were ftdded .(be top great limitation of the 
,expeuditure-of the Company, in consequence of the 
.heavy looses ^bey bad sustained ; the inexperience of 
rtbe conductors of the ^undertaking in the «aflier pe- 
riods of the settlement-; but above all, the long con- 
rtipuaqoebofh of the war and the slave trade, by 
which the expectations reasonably entertained by the 
/founders of the Colony, on its first settlement, were 
lately disappointed. ... 

..: But besides these great obstacles to the success of 
.the jCompany, it ought to be considered that they 
were not merely a trading company, but that they 
were burthened, during the first eight years, with the 
.entire charge of the erection, government, and. pro- 
; tection of the Colony ; of its. civil, judicial, and mi- 
litary administration; of its medjcal care, and 
|HiWkiiwtructio|i,^d public works * an^ 9 during tfo 
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tttfifcining eight ytotx, w&e 3bly paft&IIy it** to 
bearing tbfeife burderis % i&a parent State. 

Few places appW to 6a*e met with greater 
tliscourageiririrts.' The Colony wis frequently threat- 
ened, and' tv^ anally attacked, 'by the hatirfes*: 
once it wa^ ruiiiW liy the Frencn- twice; 1 hs bw* 
people broke oat ibid insurrection: Vtteri dktebliftfc 
(Commerce wis carried on,' thi- French destroyed r ft. 
When eultivatiem tkmrfeh^, the AfafcaiT fcfiifefe /fiftt 
drew away thfe iiitivfe lab6ntert, i^d thfea di^ tfib 
tettlcrt fixmi their farms. Even When iiefopt frtkk 
actual violence, the turtmlencfc of Hie sutlers, &fe 
VAntoffortffi<iatidds, khd the pdli^'bf ^^ ti««^, 
*ept thb Cdldfly to * stkte df di^u^tutfeindkl^feJ. 
^The bteVy losses Whicfr thfc Coti^afty MtitWd 
dbligfed It to purtoe ft ri^id ecodomy, whfch wfci *3tt- 
- favourable both to internal iriipro^teonfent titf-W- 
fcernal influence, ami ddn^nteritty to the g^ttl 
eredit of the settlefrhenft. : Owingf ^irtiy to tbiff <5&M6, 
and partly to the clinrmte; thee^biishm«ittrto6ftte 
insufficient for the mOst tiecessatry jrarpodes. LHH6, 
therefore, comparatively, couH bfeidtofe to cultivate 
an intercourse with the neighbotirfti£ nations, ar to 
extend the knowledge of the interior. The riiain 
hindrance, however, to the Company's success oS- 
questionably arose from the slave trade, which 
ceased, as has betin already observed, to be legal 
Seven ifr the river Sierra Leone, and to British atill- 
j^ctdi 6nly bn the diy on #hich thfe CompaAycefewsl 
to ; adcWnister the aflfairs bf tlfe Cbfotty: '* It <&- 
ated itatrong and aictive -interest in Afrieft* whfeh wis 
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dftteted ft tWtWthfe'Stehi'lLiWKi Company, *wd 
trite influstribtiBfy emptoyfeHi* faisrepr«ertlittg their 
designs* and etcMng jeal&tojH ih»*V*Hf 'otittfter. To 
tittYfebs* nSIy tie toeSa^mucli <rf «ic Htoril! **d 
cWliiiqUfenffibstijily W the i 'native«Van6<ef the teW»#- 
l^ce fcnd-teWAordintttibVy of4b^'etton%n*'<<lt •¥*#- 
derefrtbe EMopfeah trao^&pmfcmaiy tftentftuttl 
«nttm\^«*the-CJbmp^'MIt w B^^ 
W«t^^ah#-bf ^^frfn^BrttBh articles' *fcWftt 
their being^t'lfte %oiH& J b^e*Het^'p^*«, «r 
cultivating the soil. It interested, the leading men 
in the maintenance of those superstitious practices 
*hm, f #»& ^Mf formed a g^i^fctfe^te'elvi- 
»*lk«, i %ere', 1 <*t »fltf Wflf/; :fae«1Heti sbUftfe frdra 
#W«rthi9^*>4rat& obtain^ hs' 'victims. It gave 
to Qfc sTaVe Awtortef a great superiority over' the 
€©MDfp4iy,' eVeHift the Wtffic ih pttrfuee, Shasitfuch 
as they *ere able to cortaoct a trade, both m produce 
abd SfeVesj at nearly 4* June expense: at Which'* 
ttafcfe Slaves akme-e»oW be <earried on. ItaftbttP 
ed to the alaVetestor en advantage ra respect to- the 
means of recovering debts ; as he-had only Yd seiife 
«hd sell his debtor, or the family or even townsmen 
■61 the debtor, m ofde^r to secure himself against 
loss.' fle could, therefore, generally gain some pf&- 
-ference over the Company, even in the produce 
inarlee^ 'by' affording larger credits to the native^. 
the slave tirade also rendered the Africans, espe^ 
oiefly those who lifted near file coast, and within the 
tefluence of^Veyiipiand sk^e fffctories, drunken*, 
^te,afadier6doui V'ttnd'by the high profits *hfch It 
presented,- U'feknpted toany-<of the settlers, and even 
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in the service of alave factories, or to enter on; their 
own accoMot into that twfljg *.": . And when, to, all 
$boee circuiPitffKxy are ad<^ the losset and inteft 
niptiens caused 4>y^<s»itttermitted stfit? of mm? 
tjpie warfare* and, &? peculiar unfitness. of th? 
ipain body of the people to persevere under tbe dif? 
ferities* an^^ontturi^^ of a ae*r 

tQtfetnent;^ be, that -the Colony 

existed, ra^»$w : $a$jt.did not flourish. ,. w , ; 
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-The Board proposes now to consider thos$p$;tp <# 
Mr. Thorpe's pamphlet which k&ve a, more immediate 
reference to the prqo^ipgs of ,^ 
, At pages &*od 9, Mr. Thorpe states v the, general 
objects c£ the - African Institution, and. jfren, proceeds 
jto criticise their Reports.^- Here it will be proper tp 
snake one preliminary remark. The Directors of 
$e African institution, relying on the . liberality of 
the public, had calculated on obtaining funds which 
would enable them to pursue with vigour the various 
objects they were desirous of promoting. In this 
respect they have been disappointed. Mr. Thorpe, 
indeed, represents the Society as rich. But.tbf 
Act is, that the contributions they have, received 
have proved wholly inadequate to undertakings 
which would necessarily involve a large permanent 
expense. Their whole receipts, of every descrip- 
tion, from tbe first formation of the Society, to, the 
41st Dec. 1814, have amounted Jf> only $$501.* 
* ««a lew Comptayd Report, iftH. RiJiS»^ i r>j. 





and their annual income, exclusive of donations^ 
has not quite reached 400f. : T 

Under these circumstances it became necessary 
to direct their attention, in the first place, to such ob- 
jects as were at the same time the most urgent and 
the most compatible with the state Of their funds? 
And the question, as it respects the conduct of tfatf 
Directors, is not so much what they may hare left 
tfod'one, as whether- they have advantageously em* 
ployed the limited ' means they possessed. Their 
first duty obviously was, to watch over the execution 
of the laws recently enacted for abolishing thef 
slave trade; to endeavour to prevent their infrac- 
tion ; to* suggest the means of rendering them more 
fiflfedtual ; and to promote the abolition of this trade 
by Foreigh Powers. It was 'only in the degree inf 
which these objects were accomplished, that a rational 
hope'cotrid be entertained of civilizing Africa. These 
tifejett^ hdWever, have proved to be of sufficient 
ftagbftodg arid difficulty to engross a large share of 
tii£ attention of the f Directors, and to absorb a con- 
sidertfcle' portion of the funds entrusted to them. 
Many of the -measures, however, that 1 have been taken* 
with th& view being of a preventive kind, are pre* 
cisefy bf that descripttori, 1 whfeh, however extensive* 
in : theif 'operation arid beneficial in their effects, are 1 
th^feast likely to attract the notice of superficial 6t 
pttjudfced observers. It is only by such persons; 
that it can ever be doubted whether the expense 
HHach is incurred in promoting either the eflfcacy of 
titafbwn abolition laws, or the' abolition of ' the slfcvir 
ittote by Foreign Powers, has * direct and totifrta&z 



meatous bearing 09 tfrg civilization of Africa, tfcg 
the Institution confined itself to. this single ppityt, i\ 
would still have been the best bepefkctor of ti^a^ op- 
pressed continent Whether the efforts of &e Direc- 
tors tQ propiote these objects have been v^ll jdirectecj, 
and whether the sums $xpeqd$d with that view have 
bpen beneficially employed, they must feave ft Jo the 
Subscribers to determine. But ijt will hardly he said 
by any one who understsipcls Jhis question,. an$ who 
compares its state, in 1845 with what it was in J 807; 
yrbo reflects pn the pnqua)ifi§d .coptfemn^tion vyfyiqj* 
tjbe slave trade has received from the assemble^ pow- 
ers of Europe ; on its total abfltftipn by every nqaritiqae 
Sftte, exceptipg §paiq apd Pprtugalf on the JibpratioR 
<^f Northern Africa from (his dpspl^tiqg spourge, jevj€(a 
fyr the tpp prptr^ct?^ period pf ejg|bt ye^t^, t9-W\wi 
these ppwer§ hays liwft$ & 4 u T^oif j-^-wjbp, rfftgfe 
that ip Great Brjt^n tb$ slave trader, whey #Qt mapy 
years ago, had power and influence $ufficiept tq?wiy 
^ven the decisions of JJarlifinjent, is pqjv branded , jfc 
a felon ; find that much has been done in a yaretg 
of ways to repress his il)icit cpmjpemy $pd ?J*Qjp 
fey a foundation for icpprpypg the ; copditioa of ftr 
wretched colonial bondsmen ; it wilji hardly be s*$ 
h^ any ope who reflects pn tljes^ change apd# c$pfc 
ble of estimating their v$lue, tfi^, £h$y would hfYf* 
bpea dearly purchased, if tbp wjjqle ^pj* *>( 9§4QA 
^ith which the Pi^cfoi? have be$£ $$$u$tfifh .;Jw4 
t>een expended ip ^c^ipg t them. , ; % ^king, 

bp^eyer* into th^ P**t Bf^wfr ft WW t* AW jfetf 
ft wps p^ly.a^tpft^ ^1 'fr^K^..imn 
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though subordinate importance, have likewise engaged 
their attention ** 

But the Directors will proceed to consider Mr. 
Thorpe's specific charges against the Institution. 

1. First, the alleged neglect of education. 

The following is the simple statement of facts o* 
this subject : — 

A variety of Resolutions, empowering Mr. Lud- 
lam to erect schools of different kinds, reached the 
Colony, some of them a short time before, and others 
soon after, he had resigned the Government of it into 
the hands of Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. Ludlam, to whom these resolutions and re- 
quests of the Society, on the subject of education* 
were addressed, and on whose active co-operation 
the Institution had confidently relied, on resigning 
his situation, transferred also to bis successor every 
letter and paper, and every article he had received 
from the Directors. In A letter from Mr. Ludlam 
to Mr. Macaulay, he states, — " My business relating 
to the African Institution I have given over to Go- 
vernor Thompson, as the only person whose situa- 
tion enables him to forward their views in this Co- 
lony." Governor Thompson acknowledges this to 
have been the case, in letters dated the 11th Nov* 
1808, add March 6th and 28th, 1809 ; but the only 
remark he makes on the whole of the important sub- 
ject of education, thus committed to his superintend* 
ance, is an intimation that he did not intend to 
fulfil some resolution of the Board on that subject 
♦ !e* Appendix, D. 
K 
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And, in point of fact, it must be confessed that 
he does not appear to have taken one step to carry 
into effect the wishes of the Institution in this respect. 
Even of three African Youths, on whose educa- 
tion as schoolmasters the Institution had bestowed 
considerable expense, and whose salaries as teachers 
Government had undertaken to pay, two were em- 
ployed in other lines of service. But had there even 
, been a sufficiency of schoolmasters in the Colony, 
it would still have been vain to hope for much good 
from their labours, without the vigilant controul and 
•encouraging countenance of persons in superior 
stations. 

On the accession of Captain Columbine to the Go- 
vernment, the Directors furnished him with a trans;* 
cript of all the papers that had been already forward^ 
ed to Sierra Leone, with a request that he would 
carry their wishes into effect. This he promised i6 
do. Having lost the frigate he commanded before 
he reached the Colony, and having in consequence 
of that loss returned to England without visiting 
Sierra Leone, so much time was unavoidably con^ 
sumed that he did not actually commence his ad- 
ministration until February 1810, more than a year 
later than the time when it was intended the change 
should have taken place. 

The ill health and death of Mrs. Columbine ; the 
death of Mr. Liidlam ; the long and severe illness of 
Captain Columbine himself, which ended in his death, 
also ; all occurring within the space of little more 
than a year from the time of his arrival in the Colony, 
sufficiently account for the little progress made in 
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giving effect, during his government, to the wishe* 
of the Institution on the subject of instruction. It 
clearly appears, however, that much more was done 
in promoting that object during the administration of 
Captain Columbine than in that of his predecessor ; 
and it was in allusion to that particular period, viz. 
the year 1810, that the Fifth Report stated that there 
were between two and three hundred children en- 
joying the benefit of education at Sierra Leone. 
• . As soon as the untoward circumstances that have 
been mentioned were known, and it was also known 
that Colonel Maxwell was named successor to Cap- 
tion Columbine, urgent representations were sent to 
him on this subject; and he was furnished with all the 
resolutions that had already been passed upon it, 
and empowered to institute schools at the Society's 
expense, not only at Sierra Leone, but at Senegal 
and Goree. 

» It is certainly true that these various efforts of the 
Directors to promote the work of education in 
Africa have not led to the institution of schools at 
the Society's expense. Down to the period of Go* 
vernor Maxwell's accession to the Government, the 
causes of this failure have been already mentioned. 

That gentleman has shewn a strong solicitude to 
promote the work of instruction; but he has not 
thought it necessary, although empowered to do so, 
to employ the funds of the Institution in that work; 
as the Government were willing to bear the expense 
of all the schools he has yet had it in his power to 
institute; qnd as, besides this, Missionary Societies 
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have engaged zealously in the work of education in 
Africa, and have thereby rendered the application of 
the funds of the Institution to this object less neces- 
sary. 

Perhaps indeed it must be admitted, that societies 
of this description are, on the whole, better adapted 
to pursue the object of education than a Society con- 
stituted as is the African Institution. 

It requires a more than ordinary degree of zeal 
and strength of principle to induce persons, duly qua* 
lified'fbr the office of teachers of youth, to devote 
themselves to that Work in a climate so unfavourable 
to health, and in a situation where they must submit 
to many privations of comfort, with little or no ex- 
pectation of those pecuniary advantages which tempt 
the generality of men to encounter such risks, and 
make such sacrifices. But men possessing the requi- 
site zeal and strength of principle for such a service 
naturally enlist themselves at once under some one 
of those societies which conduct religious missions, 
jtnd under whose wing they may labour in the capa- 
city of Missionaries, preaching to adults as well as 
educating youth, 

The Institution is precluded by its fundamental 
rules from undertaking religious missions. The 
difficulty, however, of finding proper persons in this * 
country willing to go out to conduct schools in 
Africa, who are not disposed to add the character of 
missionary to that of teacher, is found to be very 
great And on this ground the Directors have even 
doubted whether they ought not to resign the direct 



and immediate pursuit of this object to those reUgioutf 
societies by whom it has been already zealously and 
successfully prosecuted.— This was a difficulty which, 
though it has proved very formidable, was not dis- 
tinctly anticipated at first. But it was not the only 
difficulty. The low state of the Society's funds was 
a bar to extended efforts of this description. The 
salary allowed to a male and a female teAcher lately 
sent out, Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland, (incorrectly 
stated by Mr. Thorpe to have been procured by Mr. 
William Allen, and placed on the colonial establish- 
ment,) amounts to not more than 300/. a year; yet 
this of itself nearly absorbs the whole annual income 
of a Society pronounced by Mr. Thorpe to be very 
rich (p. 66.) 

Mt. Thorpe observes in a note (p. 10), that the 
Second and Third Reports state that the resolutions 
of the Board on the subject of education had been 
carried into effect. These Reports did doubtless 
assume that those resolutions would be carried into 
effect, there being no reason at that time to sup* 
pose that the Governor would prove unfriendly to 
their designs. In a subsequent Report (Sixth, p. 29.) 
it is distinctly stated that they had not been carried 
into effect. The freight of Mr.Thorpe's charge (p. 15), 
and any supposed inconsistency in the different Re- 
ports are thus done away. It was not extraordinary 
that the Directors should express their disappoint- 
ment not to have had more specific details to pro- 
duce with respect to African improvement ; because 
* they had repeatedly urged on subsequent Goiter- 
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nors their hope and request, that every attention 
might be paid to this important object It would 
not have been their fault if not one school had been 
set on foot in the Colony; and even in that case 
they would have been able most satisfactorily to 
answer Mr. Thorpe's charge. Their letters and offers 
of providing for the expense of schools are, of them- 
selves, irrefragable proofs of their having attempted 
civilization. And, indeed, whatever has been effected 
either by the Government, or by Missionary Societies, 
on their earnest recommendation, may reasonably be 
considered as in a great degree owing to their 
efforts. 

Mr. Thorpe vehemently charges the Directors 
with deluding a liberal nation, because they stated, 
as he alleges, in their Second Report, made in the 
month of March 1808, that "a chance will be 
afforded for restoring some of the captured Negroes 
to their connections ; and some, having enjoyed the 
advantage of instruction in agriculture, and other 
useful arts in the Colony, may possibly be benefit 
cially employed in disseminating in other parts of 
Africa the knowledge which they have thus ac- 
quired." (p. 11.) 

"These poor creatures," he adds, " never re- 
ceived any instruction ; nor was an effort ever made 
to restore them to their connections and country." 

But Mr. Thorpe has not quoted the Report 
fairly. The following is the whole of the passage 
from which he has carved this extract : — 

" His Majesty's Government has further resolved 
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to appoint a ' Court of Vice- Admiralty at Sierra 
Leone, for the. purpose of giving more complete 
effect to the Act for abolishing the Slave Trade. 

" The appointment of such a judicature is particu- 
larly desirable at the present moment, as otherwise 
all the vessels which may be seized under the Abo- 
lition Act must be carried to the West Indies for 
adjudication ; a course which would be attended 
with a cruel protraction of the confinement on ship- 
board of the Captured Slaves. At Sierra Leone, it 
will also be much easier than it would be in the West 
Indies, to dispose of these persons agreeably to the 
humane provisions of the Act of Parliament 

, " The system of free labour being already establish- 
ed at Sierra Leone, the introduction of any number of 
Negroes into that Colony, whether on the footing of 
free labourers or as apprentices for a limited period, 
could be attended with none of those inconveniences 
which, it is alleged, would flow from it in our West- 
India Islands, and which, as the Committee under- 
stand, are deemed to be so considerable as to make 
it a question whether many of the persons already 
liberated in the West Indies, under the operation of 
the Abolition Act, shall not be sent back to Sierra 
Leone. A better chance will also be thus afforded 
for restoring some of the captured Slaves to their 
former connections ; and some of them after having 
enjoyed the advantage of instruction in agriculture, 
and in other useful arts at the Colony, may possibly 
be beneficially employed in disseminating in other 
parts of Africa, the knowledge which they may have 
thus acquired. 
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u The Subscribers will readily perceive, that a very 
wide field is here opened for their benevolent exer- 
tions; nor can the Committee contemplate it without 
an ardent desire that the funds of the Institution 
may be so enlarged as to enable them to embrace 
the opportunity which will in that case be afforded 
them of conferring a signal benefit oh Africa." 

Was there then any thing so very unreasonable or 
delusive in this anticipation ? The Directors of the 
African Institution have deeply regretted that ii 
should not have been more effectually realized. Why 
it has not has already been in part explained. Much 
more, however, has. been done, even in the way of 
education, than Mr. Thorpe seems willing to allow. 
And with respect to the return of the captured Slaves 
to their own country, the Board has only to refer to 
an official report made to the Secretary of State by 
Governor Columbine and Mr. Dawes, in 1810, ift 
which is the following passage :— 
* " Some of these vessels (the captured slave ships) 
had not yet received their Slaves on board ; but their 
capture had, nevertheless, deprived the slave dealers 
of the means of carrying off about 2800 Africans; 
and out of other captures, 471 men, 196 women, and 
421 children have been released from slavery. 

"A considerable number of the nearest and dearest 
kindred, husbands and wives, parents and children, 
brothers and sisters, who had been kidnapped or 
stolen at various times, and put on board different 
vessels, have thus been unexpectedly restored to each 
other at Sierra Leone : and whenever any of them 
have desired to return to their own country, and such 
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return has been deemed practicable, they have been 
allowed to do so ; being first provided with a paper, 
under the hand and 3eal of the Governor, certifying 
that they are to be considered as his people and 
under his protection, which is looked upon, accord* 
ing to the customs and law of Africa* to be a suffi- 
cient security against further molestation, .' » 
• . " AW the people thus returning home must natu- 
ratty be more than ever the enemies of slav&$> as they, 
qanhotfail fa the last four eventful months of suffering 
and liberation to have, acquired some new ide^s of 
freedom, which will of course-be gradually diffused 
amongst their friends ; and seeing that all white men 
are. not their enemies, but that one European nation 
considers the slave trade as unlawful, and is deter- 
mined, if possible, to put an end to it, the natives 
may by degrees feel some encouragement to liberate 
themselves from this horrible thraldom." 

The British Government, Mr. Thorpe adds, " paid 
two black boys, who wrote badly and read worse, for 
teaching the children to read and write." The truth 
and. spirit of this allegation will be seen by the an- 
nexed specimens of the handwriting of these youths, 
who had been educated first by the Sierra Leone 
Company, and afterwards by the Institution, and 
who were sent out to Sierra Leone at its expense* 
though afterwards salaried by Government. — Soma 
further observations on the subject of education are 
reserved for a subsequent part of the Report 

, % Mr. Thorpe proceeds, at p. 1 0, to blame the Insti- 
tution, for having sent cotton seeds and various ma* 
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chines to the Colony before they could be of any r 
Uie.-r-The best answer which can be made to the - 
charge contained in this passage, is to be found iu 
the Second and Third Reports of the Society, which 
are already before the public— These articles were 
sent out to Governor Ludlam; but they were receiv- 
ed, not by him, but by Governor Thompson, who 
stated in a letter, dated March 6, 1809, that " mite* 
sures had been taken for exciting the attention of the 
Coast to the cotton seeds sent out by the Institution; 
and a portion of them," he adds, " will be propa- 
gated in the Colony at the proper season." 
? Governor Thompson was on the spot at the time* 
and must have known the actual state of things in the 
Colony better than th6 Secretary, or even than Mr. 
Thorpe. Yet he does not state that there was any 
objection to the transmission of this cotton seed. On 
the contrary, his letters clearly imply that it was both * 
valuable and a seasonable gift. He does not say, with 
Mr. Thorpe, that land bad not been granted to the 
Settlers: nor does he say that they had no implements 
wherewith to prepare the land. But this, it may 
be presumed, he would have said, bad the fact 
been so. 

In a subsequent letter, dated March 28, 1809, 
Governor Thompson again mentions his intention of 
sowing the cotton seed in the Colony; and as a 
testimony of his approbation of the objects and pro* 
ceedings of the Institution, he incloses a contribution 
to its funds of 100/. Shortly, however, after this 
letter was written, he received the intelligence of his 
recal. His intended removal wa& postponed for 



nearly a year, by the loss of the ship which carried 
out his successor. During that year it was thai the 
evils mentioned by Mr. Thorpe took place : " The 
cotton seed was thrown into the river, and (he ma- 
chines suffered to decay." 

Mr. Thorpe speaks uniformly in the highest terms 
of Mr. Thompson. He cannot, therefore, object to 
his testimony. It seems clear, however, that until 
the period of his bearing of his recal, at least until 
the 28th of March 1809, Mr. Thompson did not 
think that the African Institution had acted either 
unwisely or improvidently. He had then been Go* 
vernor of the Colony for eight months, and must 
have known its circumstances. He had a full know- 
ledge also of what Mr. Thorpe has chosen to repre- 
sent as profuse and improvident expenditure on the 
part of the Institution* And yet, in his letter of thi 
88th of March 1809, he transmits the strongest 
mark he could give of his approbation of its pro 
teedings, namely, a large contribution to its funds. - 
- If Mr. Thope's statement respecting the want of 
land and implements had not been already proved 
to be absolutely groundless, it might be plainly in- 
ferred, even from the letters of Governor Thompson 
himself. These letters contain requests respecting 
a variety of objects wanted in the Colony. He 
requests, among other things, (particularly arms and 
ammunition, and animals of different descriptions, as 
dogs, rabbits, &c.)~ 

• ^ Hemp seed, enough to sow thirty acres. 

• " Tobacco seed, twenty-five pounds. • 

u White Mulberry, one hundred plants. * 
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: u Red American Mulberry, one hundred plants. 

" As many hundred cuttings as possible of the 
Madeira vine, 

" Ten pounds of red, and . ten pounds of white 
clover and other grasses." .• > 

,- And he expresses his sincere belief " that com- 
merce and agriculture will overspread this almost 
depopulated part of Africa, and that in no very long 
time the Colony will repay the benefits received" 
: It was subsequently to this, that hearing of ins 
cecal, his views probably took another direction; 
His efforts to propagate the cotton seed appear to 
have been suspended. " The seed was thrown into 
the liver, and the machines suffered to decay/' 
. Mr. .Thorpe has so frequently asserted the want 
of implements o£ husbandry, a* an impediment to 
cultivation, that it may be proper to advert to that* 
point more fully. He affirms (p. 35}, that the/cot* 
tpn seed was as useless to the natives as to the settlers; 
for " they had no implements qf husbandry, nor any 
sort of instrument to prepare the; ground for the 
seed," - , , ■ .; ,■.■.■.,/ 

.. It has been already. shewn, that in the Colony of 
Sierra Leone, there was no want of the implements 
of husbandry. Th^t such a wan t should have existed, 
and not be complained of, was not possible. That it 
should be known to exist, and not be supplied bj 
the ap^erchants qf the Colony, is very improbable* 
And it is at least equally improbable, that it should 
not once have been adverted tp fey Governor Thomp- 
son, or any succeeding . Governor; or eve» by Mr. 
Thorpe himself while on the spot, in any 0f his 
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communications either with the Secretary of State or 
with the Governor of the Colony. 

But it is not merely the colonists, but the natives, 
who, according to Mr. Thorpe, had no implement* 
wherewith to plant this cotton seed. 

Is it possible that Mr. Thorpe, after residing twenty- 
ene months in Africa, should not know that the 
people of Africa are fed with rice, and a great part 
of them clothed with cotton cloth, the produce of their 
own labour; and that they both raise the cotton and 
weave it into cloth ? Is it possible also he should not 
know that the implements required for planting cot- 
Jon are precisely the same with those required for 
planting rice; and that as neither the one nor the 
other could be cultivated' without implements, these 
must have existed although they escaped his obser- 
vation? The object of the' African Iastitution, there- 
fore, was not to supply implements, which were not 
wanted, but merely to substitute a<better kind of cot- 
ton fop the wretched sort at present gtown in Africa, 
and also to induce the natives to cultivate that better 
article more extensively. In order to this they trans* 
mitted seed of the best kinds to Sierra Leone, with 
an earnest request that it might be widely distribut- 
ed ;atid they prepared and seat out directions! frt its 
management • • ' - : . -.•[ . 

r; It is* moreover; well known to every person of conf- 
fSkon observation, who has been among the native* 
0f Africa, that they do not iu general use European 
implements in the culture oft the **oil, - They prefet* 
those which they thetnsektes make from btir~iroh ; and 
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of this article, large quantities are usually sent to 
Africa in every merchant ship that sails tbhber. 

The only implement which was really uteated, 
with a view to the culture of cotton, was. a gm for 
cleaning it The Africans clean it by the hand. Seven 
gins as models were accordingly Bent ; nor was this 
measure either profuse, improvident, or premature* 
The gins might have been used at once for cleaning 
the, cotton already growing in Africa. And even 
with a view to the seed sent out by the Board, as 
cotton attains its maturity in six months after it it 
planted, supposing only Mr. Thompson's promises 
on this subject, as, contained in his letter to the InstW 
tution, to have been realized, these gins would have 
been required very soon after their arrival. If the 
cotton seed bad been planted, instead of being thrown 
into the river, and any considerable quantity of it, 
as might fairly h^ve been expected, bad come to ma- 
turity, and there had been no proper gins provided 
ibrcleaning.it; how much. more reasonably might 
Mr. Thorpe, in that case, have complained of the 
Institution for neglecting to furnish the necessary 
means of preparing it for the European market? . » 

3. "In the Third Report," observes Mr. Thorpe; 
" the same old delusion, as practised by the Sierra 
. Leone Company, is kept up. The Report proceeds 
to state* * that the Colony would produce hemp, rop^ 
cotton, silk, sugar* .tea, . bark, camphire;> pastor oil* 
tobaqco, &£. &q. )&cu' I .was in ithe Colony years after 
this Report was published* yet never saw any of 
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those valuable productions, nor heard of any attempt! 
being made to cultivate any of them, except in the 
instance of one little cotton plantation." 

The measures taken with respect to cotton, and the 
causes of their failure, have been already stated. 
♦ With respect to the statement of the Board concern- 
ing hemp, tobacco, mulberry plants for feeding the silk-' 
worms, &c. it is difficult to discover what "blame 
could be attributed to the Institution by any other 
person than Mr. Thorpe. In three or four successive 
pages, the Third Report gives information, received 
from different persons, as to the possibility of raising 
certain valuable articles of produce at Sierra Leone, 
and relates the steps which had been taken to forward 
their cultivation. Almost any other man would have 
thought this laudable, and in the way of their duty. . 
But Mir. Thorpe (using his own words, though un- 
fairly marked as quotation, not theirs,) represents 
them a9 affirming, for the sake of imposition, that 
the Colony would produce these various matters, and 
then censures the statement as false, because he nei- 
ther saw the productions nor heard of any attempt 
to cultivate them. But what does Governor Thomp- 
son say on this point? In a letter, dated Nov. 11/ 
1808, he states, " An excellent Report has been 
made of the progress of leather now tanning with 
the mangrove bark, of which a specimen shall hi 
sent to the Directors as soon as it is completed/' 
And iii a letter dated the 28th March, 1809, He in- 
forms the Directors, that u the plants of the Iristi-' 
tfetion were all in good health and prosperity. 
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Hearing soon afterwards of his fecal, hfe made n# 
further communications to the Board. 

But it is not only Mr. Thompson who assures the 
Institution of the flourishing state of the plants. 
The following is a letter from Mr. Vanfteck, who 
is stated by Mr- Thorpe (p. 68) to be one of the 
most intelligent and respectable geritlemfen ever sent 
to the Colony, dated 6tb March, I809*:— 

" I take the liberty of informing you, that the 
plants sent out by the Minerva were exceedingly 
well packed in moss., Only one thing is necessary to 
observe, should any more be sent out, to have the 
labels tied to the plants with a Jittle wire. String 
rots, and it is impossible by unpacking them to dis* 
tinguish the difference of the plants. They were 
planted a few days after their, arrival, in a moist soil. 
It pleased the Governor to leave them to ray chaise) 
They grew exceedingly well, particularly the uiul*> 
henries and grape vines. I ap> afraid the green <tea^< 
star-apple, and sour sop are dead. I am ordered to; 
transport them to the top of Leicester Mountain^ 
which place is cleared for the purpose." 

If then it. be true, that Mr. Thorpe, during hi» 
short stay in the Colony, never saw any of these; 
productions, it may perhaps be owing to the same 
cause which led to the throwing of the cotton seed; 
into the river, and to the decay of the machines. ■ . . » 
. , • . . ■• « t < • . j. 

4. Mr. Thorpe attacks the Fourth Report of the Ii¥\ 
stitutkm on i*o specific ground, except that of de»; 
ceiving the Navy. And yet the Directors, in order) 
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16 obvifete the possibility of such deception* inserted 
in that Report a full abstract of the Abolition Acts, 
rniid of the Orders in Council founded on them. 

5. If the information given of Sierra Leone in the 
Fotafth Report be fallacious, as is implied iu the ob- 
servations of Mr. Thorpe, then the Directors must 
themselves have been deceived by Governor Thomp- 
son; for all that is there said on the subject is taken 
from the letters of that gentleman, 

- 6. Mr. Thorpe attacksthe Fifth Report, as proving 
the ignorance of the Directors respecting the Portu- 
guese possessions, north of the Equator (p. 12). AH 
that the Directors said on the subject was, that the 
Portuguese have no possessions " north of the Equa- 
tor, with the exception only of the small island 
of Bessao," (Fifth Report, p. 30.) What there 
is incorrect in this statement is not very obvious. 

7. Mr. Thorpe next attacks the Commission of 
African Inquiry, mentioned in the Fifth Report. 

" In the plenitude of patronage, two of the Com- 
pany's old servants, Messrs. Ludlam and Dawes,- 
were appointed, with Captain Columbine, Commis- 
sioners for surveying the west coast of Africa, within 
certain latitudes, having a salary of 1500/. a year 
each. The first was known to have possessed nei- 
ther practice nor theory lor the discharge of such a 
duty ; atid if the other had a little knowledge of 
land-surveying, yet he was perfectly inadequate to 
such air undertaking as surveying the coast ' But 

M 



Captain Columbiqc was fitpt depended ou for Jetton 
le^ge, and then iiropaqUted for the iia&jrtajting, b^jf 
being appointed Governor of Sierra Leone. Messrs* 
Ludlam and Dawes proceeded a little way down the 
coast: the former died, and the latter returned to 
Sierra Leone, wfcere Captain Columbjge sat on a 
hill with a theodolite two or three times, gleajoe4 
some assistance from the indefatigable Captain Bone*, 
made out what they called a Report ; and {thus to gra- 
tify the select with this piece of patronage, Englantf 
has uselessly paid above ten thousand pounds." p. 13. 
Now here Mr. Thorpe commits two eif ors. He 
supposes, or insinuates, that the objec£ of the Com? 
mission was a nautical survey of the cpa$t of Africa^ 
which it was not;— -and he asserts, that the pefspn* 
selected were not competent to tfye duty imposed 9% 
them; which they were most fully, and would have 
been so, even if their duty itad been wh$t he represent 
k. Botb Captain Columbine and Mr. Pawes w$r$ 
distinguished by their proficiency in the sciences con- 
nected with nautical surveying. The latter gentle- 
man had Joeen particularly tecoxpsn^^d pn jti»f£ 
ground by Dr. Ma3kelyne, the Astronomer Royal, 
to the situation of Mathematical Jeapbpr of Cbri^ 
Hospital ; and in earlier Uf<p, wh^n hp went to Ncpjf . 
South Wales, h$ received from tfye Board of Longj* 
tude a set of instruments to eppbl? him to prQsecuj$ 
nautical and a^tro^piic^l obsejrvajipqs for thp genepa} 
benefit of scie^cf . Eyen in tljat pqipt of view, t^erp T 
fore, the se}ectipR wag judjcipu?.-r3fit fhf chief afcr 
ject of the C»pm}s?ion being ggner^ wqi}|ry, || 
does cot ippfv, >tot a b^^sjjpi^ spukj ha*t 
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beee made, than that af a person of Captain Colufn* 
hint's character and attainments, and of two men, Mr. 
Ludlate and Mr. Dawes, who bad already passed a 
number of years ki Africa, and who were known to 
he solicitous for its improvement 

But the expanse, it is alleged, was large and also 
useless. The largeness of the expense arose from 
the delay caused by the loss of the frigate, appointed 
to carry the Commissioners. A delay of about fif- 
teen months Was thus occasioned, during which the 
salaries of the Commissioners were, according to uni- 
form practice, continued, and an expense of dearly 
6000£ incurred, which would otherwise have been 
spared. 

' But perhaps Mr. Thorpe means to object to the 
propriety of continuing their salaries to the Com- 
missioners during this their involuntary inaction. If 
so, the Directors think it necessary to state, not by 
way of recrimination, but for the purpose of enabling 
the Institution to judge of the justness of Mr. Thorpe'* 
claim to a character for superior regard to public 
^economy, that he himself enjoyed a salary as Chief 
Judge, and Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, at 
Sierra Leone, for seveft years, although his actual re- 
sidence to the Colony did not exceed twenty-one 
months. His salary, which was 1500/. a-year, com- 
ateiiced from the month of January 1806, and he re- 
ecfived it without any deduction for three years and 
a'faalf before he set his foot within the Colony. But 
abt content with this large sinecure emolument, soon 
a#tef he tended sit Sierra Leoae, he demanded of 
Mr* Staiife, tie gentleman wi^ofcad done the whole 
4oty of the tffiee of Judge of the Vice-Admirally 



Cdurt for nearly eighteen months previous to his arri- 
val, te pay over to him all the fees he had received 
in that capacity ; and on Mr: Smith's refusing to 
comply with this demand, Mr. Thorpe brought an 
action against him, in the Court in which he himself 
usually presided, for 1000/.; and there pleading his 
tiwn cause,' he obtained a verdict for 320/. and actu- 
ally compelled Mr. Smith, by a writ addressed to the 
Sheriff, to pay this sum within a few days after the 
verdict had been obtained. — The pleadings on both 
sides in this extraordinary case are now before the 
Board.— It ought, however, to be added, that the 
injustice of this proceeding, when stated to the Go- 
vernment at home by Mr. Smith, appeared so flagrant, 
that a considerable sum was deducted 'from Mr. 
Thorpe's salary, and assigned^to Mr. Smith, as a ?e* 
muneration for his services. 

; 8. Mr. Thorpe blames the Directors for the infor- 
mation they gave to the Navy in their Fifth Report* 
In one point, that information was certainly erro- 
neous ; namely, in their stating it to be necessary that 
vessels carrying on the Portuguese Slave Trade 
should have been built in the dominions of Portugal, 
or condemned in a Portuguese Court of Admiralty. 
But this, though an erroneous opinion, was one in 
which, at the time, Mr. Thorpe himself appears to 
have entirely and unreservedly concurred, as may- be 
seen from several of his own decisions; particularly 
in the cases of the Calypso, Urbano, and Paquete 
Volante. His excuse will probably be, that he was 
misled into those judgments by the Board. This 
would ^e but an inadequate excuse for * leaned 
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judge, even if it were true. But in a communication 
made to the Directors upwards of a year ago, he dis- 
tinctly says ; " I never received a single paper from 
this or any other Society, nor from any public officer. 
Here or there I never received any information." 
This would seem to exculpate the Board from tb* 
guilt of having biassed Mr. Thorpe's judgment, and 
to hive the error entirely his own. 

As to the charge of having misled the officers of 
the Navy;' with what grace this accusation comes 
from Mr. Thorpe will appear from the following do*, 
cument. It has been transcribed verbatim from -a 
paper in the handwriting of Lieutenant Pascoe, of 
his Majesty's gun-brig Daring, entitled " Substance 
of a Conversation, and the Opinion of the Judge of 
the Admiralty Court at Sierra- Leone, June IS, 
1812." Itis as follows :— 

" I take the slave trade in a larger and more 
comprehensive view than Sir William Scott; and, 
from much trouble and labour, have made such dis- 
coveries of the illicit trade in slaves as would astonish 
you. But to the question of Spaniards : I am fully 
t>f opinion that they have no right to trade in Slaves ; 
and shall always condemn them, until directed 
otherwise by my Government. Let me turn it which 
way I will, still it is the same thing at last. The 
slave trade is contrary to the law of nations, and 
declared by my country's law as inhuman and unjust. 
What right then has Spain to carry on this trade? 
None ! Portugal is otherwise. Portugal says to Great 
Britain, You have brought me from a revolution in 
Portugal, surely riot tapluogeme into one in the finu 
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zilt by abolishing the Portuguese slave ttade. Grfeat 
Brhaid says, No; certainly not; btrt by our treaty you 
shatt be confined tor yoar awn Colonies in Africa. 
Portugal agrees to this, and to do away with this 
horrid traffic gradually. Thus Portugal knew it t* 
be illegal, and indignantly secures herself by treaty. 
Spun has no such treaty. If a treaty was neftessary 
for Portugal as an independent nation surely it was 
to for Spain, 

" Now again we will consider the American and 
Portuguese* The former carries on an extensive 
trade in Slave* under the Spanish flag. The latter 
tarry on all this vile trade that English capital is 
embarked in. There are three vessels here i** 
ander the Portuguese flag : one was taken en a Voyage 
from Prince* to Babia, from which last place febe had 
come to the coast This man stated he purchased 
fab Slaves at Princes ; bat by investigation I disco- 
vered that he had been along the Bight of Benin* 
took his Slaves on board, tdok them to Printers; wber* 
be landed them; and after undergoing a mock sale; 
be shipt them again. 

" To conclude : a naval t$ker tarmot $e urtng 
intending* vessel fitting Slaves on board ftrr adjndi* 
cation* If she is condemned, the Slaves Are landed; 
*rtd the nectasary Certificate granted to dbtaia die 
b«adnmoneyi If th* defendants appeal, the vessel 
rimy be returned j bat die Slaves cannot, as they have 
fc»4ight of property in them, Fnrtn this it is clear, 6 
tttttii officer's pocket tamo* suffer, ahbdugh my setf- 
tto» «itty not be«cot>fi«i*d." 

/tt**b*we papier feat beekiMdbtiikt^trtteeoasif 



4nft&m of two highly respectable naval officers, who 
senei on the African station, acid who admit thai ii 
exhibit* a come* vkw o{ the opuiiooa promulgated 
by the learned j udge> Whether the promulgation of 
such opinion* waa calculated to tempt the officer* of 
the Navy to mate unauthorized seizures, and whethee 
Mr. Thorpe, could have any interested motives for ap 
doing, the Director* leave k toothers to decide* 

At p. $7, Mr. Thorpe refers to hi* own exposition 
<)f the Tenth Article of the Portuguese Treaty, (inserted 
in th<? Appendix to his pamphlet), as more corner 
than th^tof Lord Castlereagh; and he adds, that 
"his construction has not yet been memiled by 
higher authority/'— Thie assertion, it i* much takm 
r^greftgd, is eqy^Uy Correct, with the rest of hi* 
pamphlet.. Previous to its appearance, that coo-* 
Atrygtion had already been overruled toy Sir William 
Qmffo Sir William Scott, and Sir John Niofaoll, » 
th^P^IV* of the Calypso, Urhano, and Paquete Fjo* 
J*gt&, and has since been overruled in the case of rtbe 
Sa^Jnan. But beside* this, the wegularity of Mai 
Thorpe's proceedings, a* Judge of the Vice* Admiralty 
Court at Sierra Leone, appears to hare produced, iu 
the W\n fa of the Judges, of the Prize Appeal Court; 
4 very wnfavouraWQimpre^ion of the justice of In* 
decisions; and ip Jtet way may have proved jaaafcu 
rially prejudicial to the general cause of Abolition* j 

. ^- AwHher theme of invective, strangely adduced 

^y Mr, Thorpe istt^eeonviotion of Brodie, Cooke, and 

Elvmbar (p. SO), under the Slave Trade Felony Act, f 

JTh^se mm wera tried at Sierra Leon^ in th* cp* 
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minal court of that Colony, in the year 1M4, before 
Robert Purdie, Esq., who, in consequence of Mr. 
Thorpe's absence, was appointed to act as chief 
justice, pro tempore, in his stead. 

The offence charged against them was, trading in 
slaves in the Rio Pongas ; to which Cooke pleaded 
guilty, and only offered to the Court as an objection 
in point of law, that his slave factory in that river 
was described by a wrong name in the indictment. 

Dunbar pleaded to the jurisdiction of the Court, 
that lie was a subject of Ferdinand the Sevepth; but 
it appeared, and was notorious in the Colony, that be 
was a Scotchman by birth, though he had been 
trading as officer of a Spanish slave ship, from the 
Rio Pongas to the Havannah, and had on that ac- 
count assumed the character of a Spaniard. He had 
been brought into Sierra Leone in the year 1818, 
on board a slave ship, called the Nueva Constitu- 
tion, under Spanish colours, of which he was first 
mate; and having sworn falsely in his examination, 
had been convicted of perjury before Mr. Thorp* 
himself, and stood in the pillory by his sentence. 

Being now identified as the person so punished, s 
comparison was made between his evidence in the 
cause of the Nueva Constitution in Nov. 18 IS, and 
his account of himself, also on oath, in April 1814, 
when he was again brought in on board another 
slave ship, the schooner San Jose, of which he, call- 
ed 'himself first pilot and captain's trade assistant. 
In the first instance, he deposed, that he was bora 
in St John's river, West Florida, and described him~ 
sqff as thirty-one years of age. In the last instance, 
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only seventeen months later, he represented hirtt- 
self as forty- one years old, and deposed that he was 
born in East Florida, under the Spanish flag. 

The evidence of his trading in Slaves was clea? 
beyond dispute. It was proved by the Negroes 
brought to the Colony in the Nueva Confetituriort, 
as well as by 6ther witnesses ; and does not appeal 
to b&ve been denied by the prisoner himself. 

Brodie pleaded not guilty, but was convicted on 
direct and satisfactory evidence. Two boys, whom he 
had hiriiself personally bought as Slaves in Afiieat,; 
and shipped as such by his agent, proved those facts 
against him ; and his only defence was, >a ^eak at- 
tempt to shift off the offence from himself to art 
African woman with whom he cohabited, and who 
was in fact one of his agents at a*: slave factory 
which he owned in the Rio Pongas, 

These three convicts were sentenced to trans- 
portation for fourteen years, and ; being brought to 
England under their sentence, were placed on board 
the hulks, preparatory to their being sent to Botany 
Bay. But they have been recently pardoned by the 
Crown ; and as Mr. Thorpe uses that fact with ex- 
ultation, in support of his invectives against the Go- , 
vernmerit of Sierra Leone, assuming that the injus* 
tice of the conviction was the cause cf ; the pardon, 
it is right to state distinctly the ground iipotf whicbr 
the Prinoe Regent was most properly advised to 
pardon and rek&ae them; .• • - • . ^ j i 

: It was nothing more nor less than this^ thai 
ther judge who filled Mr. Thorpe's «at in his ab-t 
seixct^^llozcing the precedents iff %is learned prti 

N 
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decessor Mr. Thorpe himself, had tried and con- 
victed those men without dny lawful jurisdiction to 
do so. The convictions, therefore, were riot merely 
erroneous, but absolutely void in law ; and it was 
for that reason obly, and not from any doubt of thti 
guilt of the prisoners, (who, from the enormity of 
their offences, well deserted the fate to which they 
were sentenced,) that the pardon was granted* on m 
repdrt of the law officers of the Grown. 

The felonious acts of which these men were 
convicted were all perpetrated in the Rio Pongas, 
which & not within the limits of the territory of 
Sierra Leone, or my way dependent thereon, and 
therefore eleafly not within thfe jurisdiction of the 
criminal cobrt of that Colony* frbich is limited to 
the trial of offences arising within the Colony itself, 
or its dependencies. — Bat Mr* Thorpe had, while 
in the exercise of the same jurisdiction, tried several 
slave traders* corivicted three, and sentenced one of 
them to seven years- transportation^ and another to 
three years' hard labour ort the public works, ib 
eases to all of whiich the satiie objection applied ; 
for the oflfeneee were all. comuiitted without the 
local limits of the Colony or its dependencies. In 
one ef the cases*, that of Samuel Samo^ toed by Mr; 
Thorpe in April IS\% the locality of the felonious 
acts was, identically thb same is in the case* of 
Gotfta, Brodie, and Dunbar - namely ia the Rib 
Pongas ; and in that case, the objection that it was 
* foreign territory had been taken on the part of the 
prisoner, but overruled by the Court. The law was 
«Qiiftety*mtfy rtgartted « aettted. fca tM pou* bj 
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Mr. Thorpe's authority, wfefch was probably the rear 
ton that neither Cooke, Brodie, nor Dtrobar, objected 
on the same ground to the jurisdiction of the C ourt. 
Mr. Purdie, therefore, who was not by education 
a lawyer, seems to have been very excusable in sup* 
posing his jurisdiction too dear for dispute ; and the 
Governor, a military officer, who bad appointed him 
to that situation, as the fittest person he could find 
to be locum tenens of the office in Mr. Thorpefe 
absence, /there being no man bred to the legal r pro- 
fession in 4he Colony, was at least eqiiaWy blame- 



If both, however, had been culpable, Mr, Thdrpe 
sureiy was the last man from whom they could have 
apprehended censure. To him they might reason- 
ably bave referred rather for explanation and de- 
fence. It must astonish any man, therefore, who 
lias not previously considered other parts of that ex- 
traotxtinary ^pamphlet, to find the! learned judge 
arraigning his unlearned successor as well as the 
(Governor in the harshest terns for these convictions, 
-and catling them the " most unprecedented pieces of 
judicial ignorance and cruelty ever recorded." 

It is true, that he here takes into the account, cm 
<ihe strength -of <his own assertion, that Cooke and 
Xtanbar were foreigners ; but as to Cooke, it does 
rot appear that this was even alleged by him on the 
tnial^ and he pleaded guilty to the indictment In 
$)uiijrar!s case, the defence was put in isstfe, and 
found against him by the jury; which makes the 
<zbarge of judicial ignorance in that respect plainly 
irrelevant ; .and as to, Brodie, whose conviction 'Mr. 
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Thorpe speaks of with equal asperity, and in whose 
pardon be equally exulu, bis national character is 
not denied, §ven by this hardy apologist himself, to 
be British. ... : ^ 

Jt is to b^ remarked, that. Mr. Thorpe does not 
appear, evep at this time, at all to apprehend the 
true nature, of that legal objection to these and to his 
own convictions, on the ground o£ which the pardon 
was gwited. The Apt, he says»-(*V,e. the .Act of 
5\ jGpo. Ill, cap. 93, which makes :slave-tradirig 
felony), attaches pnly Jo JBriti;sh subjects, or others 
in British territory, and his language throughout 
supposes that the men bad committed no legal of- 
fence, beppyse the territory was foreign; whereas, 
supposing thep to be British sublets, a* they all in 
fact were, aqd as one pf them is admitted to be, 
Jthey Mere gujlty of felony for trading in. the Rio 
Pongas or any other foreign territory, as clearly as 
if the act h^d beeq com trusted in Sierra Leone, or 
£l?e where within. the Ring's dominions. 

On tie other hjand, jf the Rio Pongas had been 
British territory, the legal, objection would neverthe- 
less have applied, because it is not within the local 
Jurisdiction of th^ courts of Sierra Leone. The sole 
but decisive impeachment of these convictions is, 
that the criminals were. convicted in a wrong court; 
jand it is pn the ground pf this blunder alone, of 
^hich Mr. Thorpe himself was the parent, that he 
feels him$ejf iotitled not pnly to inveigh against his 
jsucces^or, and ftgainstjhe Qoverqpr pf Sierra Leone, 
but to call for public commiseration of the convicts 
$s innocent .and ppf ^ecuted nier) ! ! J . - 
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Mr. Thorpe, even on 'his confused and inex- 
plicable views of the subject^ 'feels that hifi own con- 
viction of Samo stands in his fray; and to prevent 
the lash from falling on himself, alleges* that he 
had " insurmountable difficulties in that 'case, •' and 
♦that* " to prevent his reasons fron> being publicly 
known (lest they might affect" the abolition cause)," 
he had secretly informed the Governor that he could 
not pronounce the sentence directed by the Act, 
and advised the pardon of the prisoner* in conside- 
ration of the chiefs connected with him in the Rio 
Pongas soliciting in his favour, and agreeing to re- 
nounce the slave trade. 

* If this' explanation were correct in point of fact, 
to what does it amount? What were the difficulties 
which hestated to the Governor ? Difficulties the judge 
might well have; for that Samo was a Dutchman, 
a reader of the trial will feel little doubt, and Mr. 
Tliorpe the judge (who tried the fact as to v his- na- 
tional character, not by the jury on the issue of not 
guilty, on which the question arose, but xtpon af- 
fidavits in arrest of jux>Gin«NT,) held that the 
insufficiency of the prisoner's evidence to prove him- 
self a foreigner subjected him to be convicted as a Bri- 
tish subject, though domiciled in the Rio Pongas and 
seized at the Isles de Los*. In other words, he laid 
the onus probandi on a man charged with a felony, 
to prove himself not guilty of it, in an Act prima 

* See the printed trials of Samo, Peters, and Tufft, for 
slave-trading ; printed by Sherwood and Co., Paternoster Row, 
in 1813 ; a work evidently published either by Mr, Thorpe 
himself, or by one of his friends. 
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f<nic UmfvA, a$ being wxKtfoaad by*be law of the 
ffe$e whene be mettled ! i I 

It i* flpts&rapgp-thatfthe fw&g* ebouid <ha*e felt 
jrtme 4oufete as to brosporting a man <qd judh a con- 
traction, Unfortunately, however, no mtimatioo of 
}fo dopbts, whiAe^er (toy were, w» given to ftfae 
ppWic, His apaech on awpepdmg^be sentence is, 
oh the contrary, a laboured >«riogHiai jan the pon- 
jfotfutfem aod verdict; And the subsequent pardon 
-was treated by bitn us an aot of great though jnd*- 
oaus lenity. 

If a doubt could afterwards fcpure remained in 
Sierra Leone, whether by the autboritefcire opinion 
*f Mr. Tboqpe, man could be convicted of fdony in 
?his court, lor acts of dare trading out of Abe local 
lijtnxtt jof the Colony, (the doubt would ;have been 
aoon removed ; for in June JfiiS, :two months after 
Ihe conviction of Sarno, he tried and couvieted Jor 
soph Peters and William Tufft, for sending and car- 
vying seseuaJ Negroes «as slavas jfoopi fiance Island 
a«d Pery^ and selling theai at various places «p 
Africa ; the places <rf export being out of ithe Jocsl 
jttuisdictiqn of Sierra Leone, an^ Abe >places of sale 
-aot <ewen British factories, Jbut in ail ^respects fas 

rch fordign as (the Rio Pongas itsdf. Nor did 
in these later cases, scruple to pass sentences <rf 
Jransportation, and of labour on the public works*. 
if these .men are stilhsirffering under (bis sentences, 
it is clear they ought to be pardoned, on account of 

> S$e (the printed teitffi \9fit jefenred to, \n whioJi Mr. 
Tboupe, **r bis frkqfltbe Editor, claims great -merit for those 
convictions. 
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the same blunder of which Cooke, Bfodie, and 
Dunbar, have had the benefit- 
It is nee41ess to say more of the charges in ques- 
tion, or the strange inconsistency of the accuser ; but 
it may be important to state that there would have 
been a defect of trial at Sierra Leone in such cases* 
even if Mr\ Thorpe had read and understood the 
Act of Parliament which he undertook to execute^ 
except that in this case the defect would have betjtt 
soon supplied. If slave-traders, whether foreign or 
British, could have been tried at Sierra Leone 
under the Stat.. 51 Geo* III. cap. S3, commonly 
called Mt. Brougham's Act, for offences com- 
mitted out of the limits of the Colony > it must have 
been by virtue of a commission issued by the Crown, 
in pursuance of the Act of 11 and IS Will. III. 
cap. 7, entitled* An Act passed for the more effectual 
Suppression of Piracy. But it now appears, that no 
sufch commission had been sent to Sierra Leone f 
though in nil our old colonies in the West Indies 
and America, it has usually formed one of the 
standing commissions issued and transmitted to the 
Governors. That this instrument was not sent to 
Sierra Leone, when a Royal Government was 
first constituted in that Colony, is not justly impu- 
table as a fault to the Ministers of that day, nor 
ton their ewccassors fairly be blamed for not sup- 
plying the omission* From the peculiar character 
of the settlement it was unnecessary* and would 
hardly have been proper, to assimilate it in this re* 
*pect to thfe colonies in the new world, until Mr, 
Brougham'* Alt, by cfeatiog the offence of si w 
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trading a felony, and referring the jurisdiction over* 
it, to courts constituted according to the provisions of 
the Stat. 11 and 12 Will. III. and otter statutes, 
made it necessary, or very desirable at least, that a 
commission under that Act should authorise the trying 
of this particular offence when committed in foreign- 
parts of Africa, at the Colony of Sierra Leone ; for 
the tfther courts, to which jurisdiction is given by 
Mr. Brougham ! s Act, cannot' be constituted there.- 
But the propriety of inquiring whether a commis^ 
sion under 11 and 12 Will. III. called the Pirates' 
Act, existed in Sierra Leone, was not then advert* 
ed to by the Directors of the African Institution, 
who have been in the habit of suggesting to Govern- 
ment the measures necessary for promoting the 
suppression of the slave trade in that part of the 
world; and on this account, the omission was very 
naturally overlooked in the government offices. The 
Directors feel that some neglect may reasonably be 
imputed to themselves in this respect ; but the per-> 
son beyond all proportion the most in fault, for 
not ^pointing out the defect, is the person •who now 
arraigns the Colonial Government for its> conse- 
quences — Mr. Thorpe himself. It was his ■■ duty 
when first applied to, early in 1812, in S&mo's cage; 
to try a felony under Mr. Brougham's Act, to- ex* 
amine his authority ; and if he had either looked 
into that Act or into his own commission, he must 
immediately have seen the necessity of- apply-: 
ing to the Governor to constitute a court under the 
statute of William. It would then have been found 
that the royal commission, directed by that statute, 
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was wanting ; the defect would have been officially 
notified to his Majesty's Government; and the com- 
mission might have been transmitted to Sierra 
Leone before the end of 1812. But through the 
incomprehensible blunder of this judge in trying; 
under his colonial commission, felonies committed 
in the Rio Pongas, the omission in question remain- 
ed unsupplied and unknown at the trial of Brodie and 
the others in 1814; and he now, by a new blunder, 
not less incomprehensible, exults in consequences 
which his own illegal conduct has produced, and calls 
the attention of the public to facts which redound 
to his own discredit , 

The escape of those criminals from- merited pu- 
nishment, and the like impunity which must be ex- 
tended to the persons convicted by himself, are every 
way imputable to Mr. Thorpe ; because they might 
have been sent to England, and tried here under the 
Statute 33d Henry VIII. And this course would 
unquestionably have been taken by the Governor* 
had the Judge pointed out to him the defect of the 
local jurisdiction in the earlier cases, and that defect 
had. not been. supplied. 

There being no other man but Mr. Thorpe pro- 
fessing himself a lawyer in the Colony, the Gover- 
nor could have no such advice, except from the mail 
who has now the effrontery to arraign his conduct on 
the score of these convictions, and to charge them on 
the judicial ignorance, of his successor ! ! ! 

As to the respectful and sympathetic style in which 
he speaks of these men — one of whom he had himself 
adjudged to the pillory, and all of whom he admitji 
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to have been traders in Slaves — it would be difficult 
to explain it even on the premises assumed by Mr. 
Thorpe himself. With his affected zeal for the aboli- 
tion cause it is still less reconcilable, but is perfectly 
consistent with the true feelings of a man who labours 
to vilify the most distinguished and faithful among 
the leaders in that cause. 

10. The trial and condemnation of Bostwick and 
Macquin, mentioned by Mr. Thorpe (p. 19), in terms 
of strong censure, stand on precisely the same ground 
with those of Brodie, Dunbar, and Cooke. His own 
precedent was exactly followed in both cases, and 
followed with confidence, because, in addition to the 
weight of bis recorded judgment, his successor had 
$very reason, from the tenor of Mr* Thorpe's private 
communications, to believe that the proceeding would 
obtain the cordial sanction of his learned predecessor 
in office. Some of these communications will be 
given hereafter.— Of the guilt of the parties there 
did not exist the slightest doubt : they themselves 
admitted it on the trial; and as Mr. Thorpe had pre- 
viously settled the question of the competency of the 
Court to try such offenders, there appeared to be 
no other course for Mr. Purdie to pursue but to 
pronounce on them the sentence of the law. 

After these persons had been brought to England, 
they presented a petition to the Prince Regent, ac- 
knowledging their crime, and imploring mercy, 
*f Your Petitioners, with sore contrition and repent- 
ance for the crime of which they pleaded guilty, im- 
plore your Royal Highness, &c," Again : " The r&»* 
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pentance of your miserable petitioners is sincere ; and 
io the awful example which they have already ex- 
hibited to Africa and the world, your petitioners 
look up with trembling hope to your Royal High* 



ness." 



. It is some satisfaction to know, that although these 
men, through the strange oversight of Mr. Thorpe, 
were tried before a wrong court, they had yet un- 
questionably incurred the penalty of the law. They 
were British subjects found engaged in an exten- 
sive slave trade, which they had been carrying on for 
six years after it had been abolished by their coun- 
try, and for two years after it had been pronounced 
to be a felony. 

11. Mr. Thorpe severely censures also the conduct 
of Governor Maxwell, and of Captain Scobell and 
Captain Maxwell of his Majesty's Navy, for having 
attacked and destroyed the slave factories in the 
rivers Mesurado and Pongas, and liberated the 
Slaves found in them. This he calls invading with 
fire and sword the territory of our allies, carrying 
away their subjects, destroying their possessions, &c. 
p. SO. 

The slave factories which were destroyed belong* 
ed exclusively to British or American subjects. They 
were planted on ground which had been originally 
Obtained from the Native Chiefs, but over which 
the native jurisdiction did not practically extend. They 
were situated on the banks of navigable rivers, and 
were entirely distinct and separate from any town 
or village of the natives. The attack and destruc* 
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tion of these factories Mr. Thorpe calls an invasion 
of the territories of our allies. The liberation of the 
captives detained in the slave yard, or in the slave 
chain, of these contemners of the laws of their country, 
he chooses to denominate a carrying away of the sub- 
jects of those allies. . And the demolition of the store- 
bouses, and slave-holds of these British and American 
miscreants, he calls destroying the possessions of the 
natives. 

- The misrepresentation of the case is so gross as to 
require only to be stated. : ' 

- It is obvious, that if the subjects or the enemies of 
the King can fix themselves as slave-traders on the 
navigable rivers of Africa, and pursue, without moles- 
tation, their nefarious practices, on the pretence that 
they are under the jurisdiction of native chiefs ; — if 
factories and even forts erected by such persons, in 
defiance of the laws of their country, shall be consi- 
dered as placed beyond the reach of British controul; — • 
if the armed vessels of his Majesty entering these 
rivers, are not to be allowed to question the conduct, 
or : interrupt the criminal pursuits, of these piratical 
depredators; there is, in that case, an end of all hope 
either of extinguishing the slave trade, or of civiliz- 
ing Africa. 

But in Africa such a principle never has been, 
and never can be, acted upon. No one has ever 
doubted the right of this country to controul and 
punish, the conduct of persons residing in our differ- 
ent establishments on. the Gold Coast But these 
establishments differ from the factories in the Rio 
Pongas only in this, that they are stronger and less 
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assailable. The forts on the Gold Coast, however, 
are equally within the territorial limits of the native 
powers, as the factories in the Rio Pongas. The 
only legal tenure, in both cases, is the payment of a 
rent to the native chiefs. If, therefore, a force were 
to be landed from a frigate to punish rebellion, or 
any other crime, at Cape Coast Castle, or Anamaboo, 
or Dixcove, it would, in principle, be as much an in- 
vasion of the territory of peaceful allies, as if tbe 
same force were landed at Cape Mesiirado, or in 
the Rio Pongas, in order to arrest and punish the 
felons who were there carrying on the slave trade. 
And if in the former case, his Majesty's officers 
#ould be justified in attacking a native force, which 
should range itself on the side of the criminals, they 
would be equally so in the latter. 

But it is time to shew what countenance these 
general positions, no less than the particular conduct 
which Mr. Thorpe condemns with such unmeasured 
vehemence, may be considered as deriving from his 
own authority. 

On the 6th of August, 1812, Mr. Thorpe address- 
ed the following letter to Governor Maxwell :-— 

" My dear Sir, 

" I shall lay by the subject I was on, to write a 
few lines on a subject arising from your letter, as it 
may be of service to you when I am, far away, or no 
more. In truth, Governors are so often ruined by 
actions in the Courts, and harassed by charges be- 
fore the Council, that a friend at a distance is almost 
for ever agitated, as it is difficult to find a precise 
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rule of conduct The powers by Commission and 
the Royal Instructions will guide in many cases ; but 
the most secure mode to consider a doubtful case, I 
think, is this. The authority of a Governor is a dele- 
gation of the powers of the Crown. No man can dele* 
ggtte powers he has not : therefore, the Governor's 
power can never exceed the King's power, unless 
specially given by Act of Parliament For instance, 
in the case of Samo and Hickson, I was miserable 
until a conviction took place ; and it made me press 
oo Mr. Biggs the necessity of getting the chiefs to 
place the White men under your jurisdiction, because 
it not only extends the power of England, but it en- 
ables you to exercise a most useful power hereafter 
without danger to yourself; and I hope you will ex- 
tend this power whenever you can induce the chiefs 
to surrender their jurisdiction as Mungo Katty did. 
/ shall strongly represent this, and shew its great - 
utility, in England* — But look to our state if convic- 
tion had not taken place, and those fellows had pur* 
sued you to England. 

" I have stated thus much from my sincere esteem ; 
and when I am absent and you more elevated, in a 
moment of difficulty, on cool consideration, it may 
be useful. / am convinced it is not only your wish 
not to assume power, but ever to use that entrusted 
to you with the utmost utility and clemency; and when 
there is no positive rule, it is well to have a general 
principle as a guiding star." 

15o highly did Mr. Thorpe value the services per- 
formed by Mr. Biggs in the Rio Pongas, that in an- 
other letter to Governor Mwwell, .written on the 
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S3d July 18 IS, he observed: " Now as to the 
business he performed in the Rio Pongas, I am 
convinced you are too deeply indebted to him by 
his extricating you from a most severe difficulty ; the 
friends of the Abolition are too deeply indebted to 
him for his exertions in the slave trade ; and Great 
Britain is too deeply indebted to him for the exterri- 
torial right he has established on the coast for her, 
ever to think of remunerating him here. I should 
advise his being desired to put every thing down ; 
and when you are satisfied of the truth of every 
item, sign it, and let him take it to the Lords of the 
Treasury, who are the proper judges of such service, 
and you will be relieved from an expense and ao 
embarrassment *." 

In a letter, dated the 10th August 1812, Mr. 
Thorpe recurs to this general subject " You have 
already " (he is writing to Governor Maxwell) " in- 
duced some Chiefs to place the inhabitants, not Black, 
under your jurisdiction. Continue this ; it will be 
easily accomplished : extend it from Cape de Verd 
to Cape Negro -j* ; two years will effect it : you will 
then have extended the jurisdiction and exterritorial 
right of Great Britain over a quarter of the world 
she never expected" 

But even before these letters were written, the 
judgment which Mr. Thorpe pronounced from the 
Bench on Samuel Samo, a slave-trader in the Rio 

* The advice given by the learned judge was adopted by 
Mr. Biggs, and the schedule of his services will be found in the 
Appendix, F. 

t Namely from 1*° North Lat to 16° South Lat. 
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Pongas, apprehended at the Isles de Los, a place also 
out of the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone, shews what 
was then the doctrine which he wished to establish 
on this point, and how much at variance it is with his 
present views. "The prisoner," he observed, " has 
domiciled above sixteen years in the Rio Pongas. 
This may be considered foreign dominions, but the 
Chiefs of that country consider the White men as 
British subjects, and they also consider themselves 
JBritish subjects. They have claimed, in cases of 
distress, British protection and received it: they pur- 
chase, reside, and trade as British subjects, not as 
Africans. The prisoner has derived every advantage 
and protection from the English law : he must not 
now violate it with impunity : we cannot suffer thia 
•late of oscillation. Is he one moment to be within 
the pale of our laws and protection, and the next out 
of the pale of its coercion ?" Again : " As to the 
prisoners having resided in a foreign country, whose 
laws were the rule of his conduct, and that he is not 
to be brought before a tribunal whose authority he 
does not acknowledge, I cannot allow it to be a fair 
statement. I have already shewn that he must be 
considered as a British subject, and amenable to our 
law s but English lazv is the rule of action even in 
the Rio Pongas" &c. See" Trials of the. Slave 
Traders at Sierra Leone in April and June 1812, 
before the Hon. R. Thorpe," &c. printed in London 
io 1813, for Sherwood, Neely, and Jones, pages 31 
and 32. 

On precisely the same views does Mr. Thorpe 
appear to have proceeded in his judicial decisions in 
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the Admiralty Court ; and several instances occulted 
in which he condemned to his Majesty, natives of 
Africa, rescued from slavery, under circumstances 
similar to those of the persons who were liberated 
from the slave factories in the Rio Pongas. 1 la 
proof of this, it is sufficient to refer to the judgments 
pronounced by him on the 24th of February 1812* 
in the case of certain Slaves, seized in Sangamar 
river, and others seized at Dakar. — It is left to Mn 
Thorpe to reconcile these contradictions. 

12. The Sixth Report is charged with " cotbpletft 
ignorance of the West Coast of Africa, the state of 
the slave trade, and the Portuguese possessions."—*- 
To this no reply seems necessary: sufficient proof 
has already been given of the value of Mr. Thorpe's 
mere assertion. 

13. Mr. Thorpe next quotes a passage from tho 
28th page of the Sixth Report, in which Captain Cuffee 
is represented as stating, that the Colony of Sierra 
Leone was improving ; and that the effect of the pains 
taken in instructing the youth, from the moment the 
Colony was first formed, appeared in the superior 
intelligence of the rising race of Colonists : and he 
adds this remark ;~ " I saw Mr. Cuffee in Sierra 
Leone : he appeared a man of truth and observation ;. 
and I know he constantly lamented, while in the 
Colony, the dreadful state of depravity into which it 
was sunk. From this, and the general fallaciousness 
of the Report, I am led to conclude he never gave 
such incorrect information." (p. 14;) 

p 
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It will here be sufficient to state that the i atoi M d? 
tioB of Captain Caflee was given ob tire i7th Attguafy 
lflil) in the presence of the following persona : tit, 
Hfe Royal Highness the Dake of Gloucester ; to* 
Right Hon. J. C Villtera ; W, Allen, E*q. ; T. F, 
Porster, Esq.; J. de Pohtrneo, Esq-.} G% Harrison* 
Esq. ; M. Martin, E«J. ; 2. Mttcau&y, Ebq. ; James 
Stephen) Esq. ; H. Tlrotntooy fi«q. * and J. R* 
Williams, Esq, 

14. Mr. Thorpe, with his usual candour, insinuates, 
tinrt the Board wished to conceal tax afiair of the 
W7 slaves, alleged (to have been sold at Sterra Lsoos» 
(p. leV^Tbis matter has already been fully wcpkw- 
«d in a preceding part of ths Report; {p* 64t} 

15. Mr. Thompson, he alleges, would not seatim* 
to " furnish fallacious documents for the African Insti- 
tution." <p. f&>u-Mf » Thdmpsto, toweVer, <4id ton- 
dime to mate statements *6 the Board, the #««&*f 
wWeb Mr. ThorrJe is pteitse4 lb «0nCrbtet%, &*& 'to- 
1*e tirrie that lie heart* «*Ws Tec**. 

IB. rt Trtfm hhd hbtMs*," sa^s Mr. Thorp*, * W«e 
Br.- Yhofflffcotfs eHsqWifieatiohs. He- W« *e* 
calBet. fiuffiiey hafle had a governor ** «efe#* 
foot years ^jerfectty istirted to their ^fcbes^ (p-. *R> 
THfe pbirlts, 'bf fctfotse, to Colonel M*kwe* r *whc«fr, 
a% ^Wha the BirecKtf s of the AfHeah fttttitrftioft, 
Br. ThbifJb'WdoM fawhirate to be diestftute of' trftft 
and -fcdiicar, tod IfttffeDOsed tb'pTbtrjbteWfedviftea* 
tion of Africa.-^To titfs insintKtidtt, ** ft tts$*r*» 
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Cttoiiel Mettwell, it may he sufficient to opp&ft 
Dm following totter, written by Mr* Thorpe himwK 
ibo very week h* quitted Sierra Leone, after he kid 
tad a full opportunity, for nearly two years, of ol* 
serving Colonel Maxwell's conduct ; had sat with 
him m Gouaeil ; and bad given Jiis direct sanation tp 
a] meet every act of that gentleman's ^dqiinisiratioa. 
The letter is dated at Sierra Lftone, March 16th* 
1813, and is as follows ;— 

"My deer Sir, 

" My lad; duty in the Colony being pe*» 
formed, permit me tp express the first wish of my 
heart, which is, that the happy ten^s in which wp 
have lived for two years, might fcp as well knowq m 
England as it Is here ; therefore hope, that in writing 
to the Secretary of State, you wiH relate, as I fed 
yoa think, that I have done my duty strictly ; ttatt 
whejt little aid I could give te your administration, i 
performed cheerfully 5 that I have made some e*e»- 
tions ia support of the Abolition ; -and that ip private 
I have not poisoned the convivial banquet. I hafe 
ever been ready to acknowledge the seal with which 
ywhave assisted mypubHe efforts, and anxiously pro- 
claimed, that every comfort I experienced in private 
life has arisen from your kind attention, which abso- 
lutely anticipated my 4wants, and preserved me fre«o 
#ocfy annoyance. I well remember often thinking 
the* the friendship I tmA formed with you and poor 
fleddle would repay me for 4fee calamities I was n*- 
tpatty Blrtly to encounter, eodwiH sincerely dedat* 
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that although I have lost the one, yet the pleasure I 
have had from the cordiality of intercourse I have 
experienced with the other, has compensated for every 
curtailment of comfort, and every estrangement I have 
experienced from joys the highest in life. Be assured 
I shall- be ever ready to tell most truly how sincerely 
I feel obliged, and how faithfully I am your friend, 
(Signed) ^Robert Thorpe." 

This is only one of various letters in the same 
strain which might be produced. In another, dated 
Dec. S3, 1812, he states himself " perfectly satis- 
fied that you never expend public money, but for 
public advantage." — Again: on the 12th of Febru- 
ary 1813, after proposing the appointment of an 
officer allowed in other Colonies, " called naval offi- 
cer/' he observes : <• By Wednesday I think we 
could settle every thing to your satisfaction; and 
then I really know of nothing wanted in your 
Government but public buildings. 99 — On the 23d of 
February 1813, he recurs to this subject : " Every 
salutary act for the Colony seems to be passed j no 
ptfE thinq seems to require my remaining s and 
unnecessarily to sacrifice my life to the climate 
would be insanity. 99 — On the 8th of March 1813, he 
writes : '< When I am far from you, I sincerely hope 
you will have health and happiness, and find those 
around you as attached and as faithfully your friend 
as Robert Thorpe." And on the 13th of the same 
month he adds ; " I shall take a further opportunity 
\q express how much ypu have contributed to my 
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comfort, how much obliged I have been, how truly 
grateful I am, and how faithfully I shall remain 
yours ever, Robert Thorpe. " 

These different letters are addressed to the man 
whom he now stigmatizes as " destitute of truth and 
honour." And here it is worthy of remark, that Mr. 
Thorpe appears to have continued to speak in terms 
of high commendation of the administration of 
Governor Maxwell, even in his representations to 
Government, down to a very recent period ; namely, 
the period that Governor Maxwell, on his return to 
England in September last, deemed it his duty to 
prefer grave and serious charges against Mr. Thorpe, 
before the Secretary of State for the Colonial Depart- 
ment. — The Governor appears to have endeavoured, 
by every civility and attention which he cpuld give to 
Mr. Thorpe while at Sierra Leoqe, to soften and 
counteract those unbridled tempers which are said to 
have obliged him previously to quit his judicial situ- 
ation in Upper Canada ; but with so little effect 
that: he was at la&t compelled, for the sake of tb6 
peace, and, as he conceived, of the very existence of 
the Colony, to prefer those complaints against Mr. 
Thorpe which have issued in his dismissal. 

17. Mr. Thorpe (p. 1 7) charges the Seventh Report 
of the Jiistitu\ioamth fallaciously representing "that 
the slave trade was diminishing." — That Report was 
made to the Subscribers in March ISIS. On the 
10th of August in the same year, Mr. Thorpe, in; a 
letter to Governor Maxwell thus expresses himself: 
y Consider how largely, how extensively, we have 
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Qrifipled the slave trade. We have closely bound vfi 
t^e Portuguese s we have ferried the 4mme*w $ 
and put to flight the Spaniards. My decisions or* 
all known. Ant on* can *ox*tow thjbm up. 
/ cannot add to what I have done" Again : on the 
43d of February 1813, when endeavouring, as intha 
former letter, to justify bis early return to England, 
be observes; " And now, my .good Sir, when you 
consider how wonderfully the Almighty has preserved 
my life and spared my health, with the weight that I 
have about my peck, you would consider me uutjas* 
tifiable in hazarding a thiol wet season. Beside*, 
when you consider all the ^present circumstance s, 
there seems an inte&yal in the slave trade. Should 
it asviVE, / may he stronger to meet it." 

If the representation of the Board, that the sfcwe 
trade was diminishing, were fallacious, what shall be 
aaid of these representations of Mr, Thorpe ? 

18. On the subject of the captured Negroes, *£ 
whose treatment Mr. Thorpe makes such heavy ooa*- 
plainte, it will be sufficient to refer to the statement 
which baa been already made in the general Report 
of this year, and to the documents which are subjoined 
to it. It will appear from that statement, that the 
Ojgteer* of Government who had charge of the cap- 
tured Negroes, exerted themselves for beyond what 
mm required of them, «kher by the Act of Partia- 
anent, or by the Order in Gounod founded upon k, 
ID iproviding far their wants, securing their comfort, 
and promoting their happiness and improvement* 
that they took prompt meopnves to remedy each 
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nib at almost unavoidably sprung up in the fitat 
fattance* in the conduct af a new and hitherto un- 
ified and delicate experiment 

The exceeding difficulty of making any satiftfec* 
Mfy arrangement on this important point, was always 
obvious to those persona who took an attire interest 
lift the matter ; and many ineffectual attempts has* 
been made to overcome or remove them. Several 
reflations were suggested to the Council Board, 
which it was supposed might have proved advanta- 
geous to the liberated Negroes, but the Director* 
fftefe not 56 fcrttfflate as to procure their adoption. 
The failure of theif wishes on this point, however, is 
chiefly to he regretted as ft respects the West Indies. 
At Sietm Leone, the jadicious measures of Gover- 
nor Maxttett, as they are detailed in the Report of 
the year, scarcely seem te admit uf improvement, 
excepting ki what regards the more ^extensive in- 
struetionof the captives^ and the enlistment of the 
mfti fcito his Majesty's 'service, oft wftieh * few re* 
marks will be made. The following extract trf a 
letter* Decently received from Sierra Leone, and writ- 
ten fftthout any view to the preset inquiry, twfll 
se* ve to confirm this general statement :•*«. 

"We have uftiformly followed the plan begun at 
Ca&enda *, ta& ail the captured Negress not enlisted 
have been sent out into the country ait ante. Of late 
ih&re 4tmt iee* no fnere *tpppentked."*-*Ih&e ate a* 1 
p*eseirt thefoltowibg Uam^ 

• A town settled by the captives landed from the Bri^ 
Agent, white Captain Bone* was acting governor of Sierra 
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barra Town, Leicester, Cabenda, Cusso Town, ftassa 
Town near the False Cape, Portuguese Town to the 
west of Leicester, Kissy Town near Robiss, and Ken- 
neth's Town on the Hogbrook, between five and six 
miles back in the mountains from Freetown. .This 
last contains upwards of six hundred inhabitants. 
They have all built houses according to their different 
country fashions, and make very great progress in 
cultivating the land. — We now give Ihem all two 
complete suits of English clothes on first landing 
which they are afterwards obliged, to provide for 
themselves ; and they are much more respectable in 
appearance than many of the Settlers. The land 
allotted them is clearing very fast, and there is no 
doubt but that they will be in a very short time the 
most independent part of the Colony. They do not, 
like the others, spend any part of their money in rum. 
—We have made so many of the young captives ma- 
sons, that that species of labour has fallen one fourth. 
It will be the same with the. carpenters in a very 
short time." 

But supposing the case to have been otherwise ; 
supposing it to have been as bad as Mr. Thorpe re- 
presents it to be, it is difficult to conceive that he 
himself could have been free from a large share of 
blame. He was the first magistrate in the Colony, ■ 
He was also a member of the Council. His own . 
letter of the 16th March, 18 IS, already quoted, ac- 
knowledges that the Governor, always seconded with 
zeal his public efforts. It is fair then to inquire 
whether he interfered, either as a judge, or as a 
member of the Government, to check, or prevent that 



113 

abuses of which he now -complains ? Whether, at 
the time, he made any distinct representation oil. 
the* subject? Whether he proposed any Minute ib 
Council, with a view of remedying, or even marking 
and protesting against, the evils which he now affirm* 
to have existed ? To these questions the Directors 
believe that a negative answer must be given. In 
the series of his correspondence with Governor Max- 
well, they can find no allusion to the subject, except 
what may be implied in the general expressions al- 
ready quoted, in which he praises that gentleman's 
administration ; such as that every salutary act had 
now been passed— there remained nothing more f of 
him to do — nothing zoas now wanted in the Colony 
but public buildings^ 8c. 

If Mr. Thorpe's present statements on the subject 
x)f the captured Negroes are true, ^bat excuse cart 
he make for the trttefr neglect of his plain and obvious 
duty as a magistrate and a member of Council— thaft 
of protecting them from oppression ? 

The Directors, however, believe that those state- 
ments are unfoutid&L They have prosecuted their 
inquiries* into the subject with much solicitude; and 
the only particular iiistanee of oppression they havfc 
been able to discdVer, since the period of Mr* 
Th6rpe's arrival ito the Colony, is one of which this 
learned judge hifn&elf appears to h£ve beeh guilty 4 . 
On the 29th February, 18^2, lie addressed fhi 
following note to "George Christie, Esq, of the 
Royal African Corps commanding at Fort Thorn* 
ton;" viz,— 
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"Dear Sir, 

" I beg you will put the three boys named Jack, 
Sabba, and Tody*, that I send up, to a good deal 
of work, and very little food for three months, for 
stealing, or being accessary to the theft of two goats 
big in kid. 

" Your most humble Servant, 

(Signed) " Robert Thorpe. 



V 



The Directors understand that these boys under- 
went no trial whatever, (indeed the vagueness of the 
charge against them implies that it had not been 
judicially established) ; but that they were subjected 
to this severe discipline by the arbitrary will of the 
learned judge. And, as an aggravation of the cir- 
cumstance, it is further affirmed, that the goats 
were the property of Mr. Thorpe himself. 

Mr. Thorpe exclaims with great vehemence' 
against the practice of entering the captured Afri- 
cans into his Majesty's sea and land service, as be- 
ing slavery under another name. It is obvious, how- 
ever, that here, if his complaint were ever so well 
founded, the law, and the law alone, is in fault; and 
no blame fairly attaches either tp the servants of 
Government or to the African Institution. The 
Directors indeed, have great reason to fear, that 
abuses may have existed in the recruiting depart- 
ment; but they believe that those abuses exist no 
longer ; and that the only question which need now 

• Tbree captured Negroes. 
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be agitated respects the expediency of continuing the 
present system of enlistment, as the same is autho- 
rized by Act of Parliament They undoubtedly con- 
ceive, that that system would admit of many benefi- * 
cial modifications ; and they are most anxious, not 
only that those modifications should be adopted, but 
that every abuse should be guarded against, and every 
charge of misconduct rigorously investigated, and, if 
well founded, severely punished. But they agree 
with the highly respectable Editor of Mr. Mungo 
Park's last Mission to Africa, that occasional abuses, 
particularly if those abuses admit of an easy remedy, 
ought not to be urged " as valid arguments against 
the practice itself, if it should be ascertained to be 
on the zvhole beneficial to the Africans" 

" It has been stated," adds the same acute writer, 
" by enlightened and benevolent persTons, who have 
witnessed the state of slavery in the West Indies, 
and the assertion has every appearance of probabi- 
lity, that the embodying and employment of black 
troops has had the happiest effect in elevating and 
improving the negro character, and in giving a greater 
degree of importance to that oppressed race. 

" In the instance of Sierra Leone, to which these 
observations more immediately relate, compare the 
situation of a captured Negro, when rescued from the 
horrors of a slave vessel, with that of the same man 
a short time afterwards, when serving as a British 
soldier ! The ordinary condition of human life has 
nothing similar to this change : it is a transition from 
the most abject misery, to ease* comfort, and com- 
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parative dignity/' * — Appendix to Mungo Park's last 
Mission, p. xcv. 

This was probably the view which Mr. Thorpe 

i himself took of this subject while he was yet at Sierra 
£eone, although be now professes to hold an opinion 
sa widely different. In a letter addressed to Gover- 
nor Maxwell on the 10th August, 1812, he congratu- 
lates that gentleman on his having opened to Great 
Britain " such a means of recruiting her army as 
she never dreamt of." " Here then," he adds, " is 
an extension of territory, an augmentation of trade, 
and an increase of land and sea forces sufficient to 
maintain every possession, without sacrificing the 
lives of her European inhabitants^" 

Who could have expected to find Mr. Thorpe 
loudly inveighing against the system which, two years 
before, he had *so strenuously recommended ? 

Although the annual Report answers the general 
charges of Mr, Thorpe, respecting the captured Slaves, 
the Directors will here advert to one of them, which is 
made particularly prominent. " The women and 
girls," it is said, " were selected for the basest pur- 
poses," p. 24. Mr. Thorpe adds in a note ; " The 
conduct of those high in office, with respect to the 
captured negro girls, is now under consideration ;" 
alluding, the Directors presume, to some counter- 

- charges, which, notwithstanding the uniformly lauda- 
tory strain of his former statements respecting Go- 

* See the general Report of the present year, for a farther 
elucidation of this subject, 
t The whole of this letter will be found in the Appendix, G, 
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vernor Maxwell's administration, he has thought it 
right to prefer against that gentleman. 

The Directors have taken pains to investigate the 
truth of this very serious imputation ; but they hav^ 
hitherto* met with no evidence (excepting that of Mr. 
Thorpe himself), either oral or documentary, to sup- 
port it, as far as it is applicable to any of those per- 
sons on whom Mr. Thorpe can be anxious to fix the 
charge. 

19 : Mr, Thorpe has dwelt much on the low state of 
morals at Sierra Leone ; and there is doubtless much 
truth in the representation. When the nature of the 
population of that Colony is considered, composed 
as it is of Nova-Scotian Blacks, who in early life 
Were habituated to all the licence which is incident 
to a state of slavery; of Maroons, who in Jamaica 
Kved in the practice of polygamy, and of the other 
vices which disfigure the face of society in our West- 
Indian Islands ; and of native Africans, as yet unac- 
quainted with the obligations of Christianity or the 
restraints of civilized life ; the Directors cannot won- 
der that there should be great room for complaint 
on this head, and they very earnestly desire that an 
adequate remedy were applied. If, however, there 
should be any truth in much concurrent information 
which they have received, they cannot help entertain- 
ing some doubts, whether the example of even Mr. 
Thorpe himself was peculiarly calculated to diminish 
the evil. 

80. Mr.Thorpe has also dwelt much on the back ward 
state of cultivation in the Colony j but he has* omit* 
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ted to inform the public, that this backwardness arose, 
in part at least, from the effects of a law framed by 
himself, namely, the Militia Act. This law was so 
obnoxious to a large part of the Settlers, that they 
preferred abandoning their farms and houses, and 
quitting the Colony entirely, to submitting to its 
provisions. Many of them did actually abandon 
the Colony on this account, and left their farms to 
desolation. The measures which Mr. Thorpe was 
disposed to pursue on this occasion, may be inferred 
from the following letter which he addressed on the 
Slst March, 1812, to Governor Maxwell ; — 

* My dear Sir, 

* " Though I commend most highly your general 
benevolence, yet I cannot agree with you in pitying 
S — *• He assured me, that he saw no harm in the 
Militia Act, and that the Maroons ought to submit 
to it, and that he would enrol himself. He has not 
done so, evidently because the party be leads are 
adverse ; is a combined phalanx of ignorance, obsti- 
nacy, and determination, not to be broken through. 
Are three hundred persons armed, active, hardy, 
combined, and resolute men, not to be separated, dis- 
organized and subdued ? S — has made over his, pro- 
perty to J. M. They will not part with a dollar. 
They disseminate the doctrine that a soldier is a 
degraded person, because he may be flogged, and that 
any person that zvould be a soldier is beneath them- 
selves f. For what good is all this? If this knot is 

* One of the principal Maroons. 

< t Compare this with Mr. Thorpes present opinions respect- 
ing soldiership. 
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not untied, / would sever it This spirit has grown 
and strengthened too much. I conceive them * silent, 
plotting, obstinate, vicious, ignorant, devils, dange- 
rous in any society, but particularly so in a govern- 
ment like yours, open to a variety of circumstances 
that cannot be foreseen. I do conceive S ■ ■ cri- 
minal in his ingratitude to you, and at the head of 
this unyielding, cemented, vicious clan, that would 
be dangerous if they dare. You know, my dear Sir, 
it is my principle to give you my opinion honestly. 
They cannot be injurious with you; but you will not 
be always here: a weak government will make them 
strong, and what they could do, they would do. 
" Ever yours most truly, 
(Signed) " Robt. Thorpe.*? 

Had it not been for the moderation and forbear- 
ance of Governor Maxwell, these violent counsels 
might have produced the most calamitous conse- 
quences. By pursuing a more lenient course, the 
Settlers were reclaimed to their duty, returned to 
the Colony, and resumed their farms, but not 
until a month or two after Mr, Thorpe had quit* 
ted it. 

The Directors have no intention of blaming the 
Militia Act, which occasioned this defection, and> 
the consequent decrease of cultivation in the Co- 
lony. The Act, they believe, was framed on the' 
model of other colonial acts of the same desarijv 
tion, and some such act was clearly necessary^ 

* Vis. the Settler*. ' V { 
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Those evils may, therefore, be fairly ascribed to 
the unreasonableness of the Settlers*. But when 
Mr. Thorpe was representing the backward state 
of cultivation in the Colony, dnring the twenty- 
one months he resided there, it would only have 
been fair in him to state, that this was to be 
ascribed neither to the Sierra Leone Company nor 
to the African: Institution; but, in great part at least, 
to the Act of which he himself was the author, and 
the provisions of which he was disposed to enforce' 
with so much rigour. 

The Colony, however, appears to have afterwards 
recovered from this temporary depression. 

On the subject of the trade of the Colony, the 
Directors refer to the Report of ttx6 year. , 

21. Mr. Thorpe calls on the Directors (p. 15) to shew 
any one instance of civilization they have effected, 
or even attempted; and he affirms (pp. 34, 35), 
that they have performed no part of what they pro- 
mised to the public. That more has not been done in 
the gtfeat work of African civilization, is a subject of 
at least as deep regret to the Directors as to Mr. 
Thorpe. But while they have been prevented bjL 

•Mr. Thorpe adduces the disaffection of the Settlers under the 
Company's Governihent, us an argument against the Company. 
But if themfere fact of disaffection proved any thing, would not 
W» own administration stand condemned? The governed, how- 
ever, an<t not the governors, may he the persons to be blamed* 
TJfte disaffection of the Settlers under the Company was the 
e#ect chiefly of the licentiousness and insubordination cause* 
l^ftfae weakness of th* government* 
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bfrcbinitaMeas fftMtt eftbethig, thocfgh they have it- 
tempted, much hi the #ay of dtVtttf tostnirtibn, tftey 
Will refer with confide*** to their pad! prbceedfligs, 
« *d answer to Mr. Tfcorbe's call. AM if the! gre*l 
bar to African civilisation be, as he himself has 
admitted, the fttevfc tirade, theft they flatter the'tHi 
stbtet that they ha** not only attempted, but gffcfttt 
i&aeh for Africa 1 . 

Mr. Thorpe seeriis tb irtagine, ?ri defiatice of Ale 
*W*urrebt festitwohyo/hl3tbry,that «e gtiNHK'tif 
efcfHafttoft fls> sobfearfng Wfcfeh *tibMti ft? viable ft 
twenty-etfe months; for this was tl* entire period 
to Which hfe pewoiial ob^ervatibos ext^ided. On 
the greuhd of tftfe bWef etfjierieticey tftrffag'a thne 
alsoWhert Wany oftheColortists had"Beeh ttdiiee^ 
by an Act rttiich he h ! imself had frartied, to tfbatodotk 
ttMJh 4 fartttd And duit the Colony, he takes it upori 
hint t6 affirm, irt opposition to the testimony' of 
atttiestr every other ir/dividaal frfto'iuft' kftoWn Sierra 
&o&«; that nettling has' beeft ' effected, ^ nor e$ft 
vnempNtt, irciVW*atlbW,ettWer by the Sierra Leotie 
Compaty, ot the AfHfcatV Trfetitutloti, or the servant 
of his Majesty. Th^Bireyter*, however, are a»- 
•B&dby persoWof the flrtf rtesjtectability, Who rf 
gtteditf 1fte ; G6teny r fb¥ a" timber of years, that 
Hie sfcateiriertty of MY. fhorpe in this respect also 
tttt; happily trttfoohdi-d V that the progress of Ciyilizv 
«dn, ttwagh *^, tiaWbM sbte ktid unrfe'mitb'ng^y 
iKe^re&^'rfo^'W^ Ate* ^tiers'/ fetit ffie 
tetrottklifig • iSStiV4 - 1 an-cPHftoft Wbute b'e' imposli- 
^teforAnyAiah Wh^'t^iy cdn^erskht vVltV tlie state 
.Of 8HrrarL*inc!'m tf^atta lY^; not to'be fitrucl 



with the very gre^t and visible improvement which 
has taken place during the last twenty years. 

Mr, Thorpe, however, could hardly have been 
ignorant, that in addition to any attempts which have 
been made by the African Institution, in the work of 
direct instruction,— att^mpUpeces^arily, limited, as 
has been already obserye*!, by the fundamental rule 
which prevented the employment pf. Missionaries, 
aod tfy the, low state of. k$ ,fun<ds,^much hash been 
attempted and even effected in, this -way hypothec 
societies, and particularly by the Church Missionary 
Society for Missions to Africa and the Ifost . 0f 
this Society, th$ very person§ whom Mr* Thorpe 
jcuost. vehemently attacks as unfriendly to the inte- 
rests of Africa, namely, the late, chairman, of .the 
Sierra Leone. Company, Mr. H, Thornton, Mr. Wili 
berforce, and Mr. Masaulay, it appears, \9exe 
among the founders ; and from . its - institution in 
1.8QP, they have also been among its , most. $tre r 
nupus supporters, % as t well as active managers; be- 
sides wbpaa, twelve i qoblemen , and . gentlemen, are 
managers alike of both institutions. These persons) 
as wjell as the Directors generally, have all along 
known that great exerljoqs ,were making, even in that 
department of ipsti^uftion yhich Mr. Thorpe, aUegfc 
to have been sQj fatally neglectpd. Aocl it will fee 
satisfaptory to the Meeting to learp, .that ^ Church 
Missionary Society has not only been, epgaged-for 
the test ten years in exten^gt^blessin^of £hri*r 
tian education to. numbers ., of African yputh, ; but 
that it has undertaken the charge of forming schools 
for the whole of the youth of the- negro popitr 
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latum at Sierra Leone who have been rescued from 
the condemned * slave ships, and has actually sent 
out teachers of both sexes with that view*. > As the 
income of this Society, in the Ibst year, was about 
12,000/., and in the present, about 16,000/., 'the 
Directors have no doubt that {he expectations it has 
raised on this subject will be fully answered. * 

. But this is by no means all that fc actually going 
forward in the way of instruction at Sierra Leone: 
It i» true, that during a great proportion of the 
twenty-one months that Mr. Thorpe resided at Sierra 
Leone, the voluntary exile of many of the settlers, 
caused by his own Act, had lessened the number 
both of the teachers and scholars, and materially 
interfered , with the progress of instruction] and 
this effect, after his manner, he attributes to the 
African Institution. But the Director's have now 
before them a letter from one of the schoolmasters, 
dated in 1810, stating, that he had then under his 
care about one hundred boys ; besides whom, the Mis- 
sionary Nylander, and three other teacher^ (mate 
and female) on the establishment, are stated to have 
had each from thirty to fifty scholars* There were, 
besides these, two small schools 'supported by the 
settlers themselves* In the succeeding year, the 
Methodist Missionaries opened a school on the 
pew British system, for the purpose chiefly of teach- 
ing the captured Negroes. An eye-witness, speak* 
ing of this circumstance, observes ; " Many of these 
poor people are very anxious for instruction; and it 
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Uftftwitti aersmatt pi«*ore I have seen &e inert*, 
dist chapel filled with them in the evening, and 
several of the youi^,£eople among the settlen o&-> 
oattog as -schoolmasters and mistresses, an the mm 
system ; -buti all this was Hope without any v caun tr- 
ainee from Mr, The* pe, itboi, on the contrary, soled 
rather the part e£ a persecutor of these Missionaries^ 
The iaterruption given to. caseation by the Mili- 
tia Act, has bean already vientioiied. Subsequently 
to the period of Mr. Thorpe's quitting, the Colony^ 
the attte of the schools, from the beat mbmmtioa 
which the Directors have: been afcfe : to obtain, muA 
on *which they entirely rely, was aa&Hoara :~r>a school 
under the superintendence; of . Me, and Mrs. >Butet 
fehtr, MtssKHmriee, contained about one hundmd 
sod forty oaptured girls, and about thirty dhilricemof 
the Colonist* Tro of the >Methodist Misamaarifc* 
pkksi by: another pereos, wne iengsged m keeping a 
sfchooi of boys on theriiew: plaa. sJL SuadajHSohoril 
m^eattlhHshed in the hmWingtoed oaa a church, 
Wider the management ef • a :Nova*£oati*ti named 
Jurdm, witt is stated to ha*& carried it on with 
Wt^ and lahawh^ oioffeaahohua. than he oould 
wA\ *t\&A ^ Ottaof tk aelchens of the Jloysl 
Africaa:corpa, of th* nauiebf Sirafc, conducted * 
boys' echool, at which (foe Afacm drummer*: aad 
soklkrsi and tbe captures! boys mho were learning 
tttde& attended, to* the JHM*be£ ktf about sixty* 
"SChb mai? is reported to pay groat attention to the 
school under his charge, and to ^a .mich jpatje* <tQ 
his pupils : he had also some private scholars. 
Besides these sshoeb* : <Am» #as a private school 



for gi*la ha the Gokmy* kept by a pewon «f tbt 

DtKO Of DWKHII. ." ; 

, Tbe i^m«K€toh refers to the yew J818 aad 

1*14. .-. i. .".,;. 

. Since that time, however, an fiurppesn school* 
ttttstettY aqd twa European i schoolmistresses, ami 
tkn^iAAinn youths, prepared by several years* ro* 
atactica i* this country lo act as teathers on tbt 
new fiysteisv bate been sent out to Sierra Loom 
by Ah$ Directors. Several additional teaohei* have 
also been sent, and more are about to be mrt^ by 
lbs Church Missionary Society. 

^. ^tp.(to,MnTkorpet««tin^ya^^theIn^ 
tytsoa H <&& no* unremitting iabowr to bare the star* 
trade pnmounetd a vioiataMtotf the law of nature and 
nations hy the European Power* assembled in G«*h 
gn&si'WVnd did itaotdoto? By whom, the*, ww 
the p«bfe*rtteutic» awakened and kept alive to Afo 
g^jbpeftf At whose iastaneo were tiie Addressee m 
both Howes of. Parliament in feveur of the mriver- 
sal abolition of the alave ttade moved ? By whom 
was the example- first set, of ettHing meetings to 
petition the legislature on that point, and tbe whole 
ration iprofeedito apm forward an one Tnan, in be- 
half of injured Africa? By whom was the unavoid- 
able expense attending thk universal eaH on the 
aatiooal feehug, chiefly borne? Te these qu^s- 
tHMOi the only reply which can be made, is the 
Afiriean Institution ? 

If M*. Hiorpe s* igneraifcef its exertions hi this 
etmmr m #, fcoowiftg theei, be nevertheless wishes to 
dgtv^tbaat^fth sueh porsows as be may hope to 
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influence by the boldness of his untrue insinuations; 
his statements can have no effect on his Majesty's 
Ministers y who well know with what persevering im- 
portunity the wishes of the Institution have been 
urged on this point. Even in the last year, during 
which the Directors rejoice in contemplating the 
progress that has been made in this great cause, 
through the exertions of those Ministers, there has 
been a constant communication of suggestions and 
information, on the part either of the Board, or of 
some of the Directors under its sanction, both to the 
Duke of Wellington and to Lord Castlereagh, for the 
purpose of supplying those distinguished characters 
with the materials on which to found their represen- 
tations. — Mr. Thorpe hopes that Lord Castlereagh 
" will cease to communicate privately with these 
pilferers of his popularity." Lord Castlereagh is 
well entitled to the thanks of his country, and of the 
world, for his able, persevering, and successful efforts 
at the Congress in this cause ; but Lord Castlereagh 
himself will not scruple to admit that these efforts 
have been in no small degree assisted by communi- 
cations received from members of this Board. 

23. Mr.Thorpe's concludingchargeis thus expressed: 
— " I have no time for condensation ; not even for 
sufficient correction. All I could do privately. I have 
done, but my exertions were vain. I wrote to you 
from Africa; I spoke to you here; Mr. Allen per- 
suaded you to call me before a Committee of the 
African Institution, which I found to be made up 
of select friends of the party, and a few disinterest- 
ed and amiable* but timid men. I expected nothing, 
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and was not disappointed. They considered it would 
be dangerous to impeach the management, curtail 
the patronage, or contract the mercantile interest, of 
an old directing servant and friend. 

"You then importuned me, until I promised to 
make written remarks on your Reports, which I as* 
sured you 1 were * delusive and fallacious from be- 
ginning to end.' I complied with your request, and 
satisfied you I said nothing that I would not write; 
or that I would write nothing I could not prove; 
for I concluded my introduction thus : ' I only re- 
quest, in return for the trouble I have taken, that if 
I have said or written any thing on which a doubt 
can hang,. that I may be called on for further proof, 
and it shall be immediately given/ Yet in private 
it was whispered there was no proof of what I had 
said or written though I offered it, and though I 
caused to be brought before you three of the oldest, 
most intelligent, -moat respectable, and most inde^ 
pendent gentletrfen you yourselves ever sent to the 
Colony ; ,foi? Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Vanneck, and Mr; 
Nicol were ail servants to the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany! and afterwards held considerable offices under* 
Jfoe; Crown, ©ut every thing beneficial to Sierra* 
Leone, Africa, or England^ to support your own 
professions or promises/ to expose the defalcation of 
funds, of tbe aggrandizement of individuals, was t^ 
be^prc^ibited;; every sacrifice wds to be made to 
(Conc^alnlent; no inquiry to be instituted; no attention 
p&id toany representation*;! lest exposure should tear 
Jh^ pillars from > under the Tempteof ?Pmmise, arid 
$i^.fwq of t^e^^ry elders pjdrfafoitttfhe; ruins;" i 
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Now the feet i*, that Mr. Thorpe ffeft tittde «* 
tooet all tbe charges contained in his pamphleft, con* 
siderably more than a year ago, via. fa De4e&b& 
1813, although he now Complains of having no time 
far condensation or correction. He admits, how- 
aver that a Committee of the African Institution Wtid 
appointed to require into these *hwgefy but be etttefr 
tours to discredit its labours. The Cdmtnittee etas* 
fisted of Mr. Brougham* Chairman j Lord Gaithbr^; 
Mr. Allen ; Mr. Babingfcm ; Mr. Clafksoti }*■ Mr; 
Forster ; Mr. G. Harrison ; Mr. Thdmw H«tiioB j 
Mr, Macaulay ; Mt. Stephen ; Mr.H. Thornton; Mr; 
Whiabaw ; and Mr.Wilberfcrce. They sat for about 
twenty two days,and from four to ftve'hnutfs each day} 
and prosecuted the inquiry with the tttttott dBigetoce 
tod attention. They examined" Mr; Thorpe bim#lfi 
They examined ateo Messrs, Hsahilteft, V&anftg^ 
and Nicol, the three gentlem&t of whom he dpe&fc*>«S 
highly respectable and intetligefet ; and thet&At Wtft 
tbe falsification of the charges of Mr. Thorpe, atti 
a report in unison with that whisk is fftw ih&d& 

Mir. Thorpe intimate in hi* pamphlet the* ptobfr 
bility of his being suddenly ordered back to Afiittty 
as the reason for it* appearing at the very critkril 
moment, for the general interests of tfce AboHtifc*. 
^eUioe, in which he thought proper tt> pubtohlti 
Thia intimation iBwidedtiyintettde*« an tm*w*» fc£ 
anticipation to the ebstrger to which hi* fcad e*L 
posed himself of being indifferent; <* e*4fl bittttfW 
the caused Africa. He km**^4io*swn if * **• *■• 
♦C th^puWic4tion r that *b retum'to'Skm* labta! fell 
been coantcrmwded by G^WiTOWtj <a* Wti* 
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knew, that negotiations were actually pending with 
foreign Governments on the subject of the slave 
trade, to which his pamphlet was calculated, in pro- 
portion to the credit it might receive, to give an un* 
favourable turn. It was fortunately, however, tod 
late, hy two or three weeks, to produce any effect 
ob the rheasures of Congress. Its deliberations pn 
that subject had happily closed before Mr. Thorpes 
pamphlet could reach Vienxii ; and recent events 
feaVe deprived it of^all power to retard the progress 
of Abolition in France. 



It new only remains to observe, that in addition to 
the numerous arid unfounded charges which have 
teen already refuted as affecting the Sierra Leopt 
Company and the African Institution, two most re* 
speetabte members of each have been selected as 
particular objects of Mr. Thorpe's animadversions. 

The charges brought against Mr. Wilberforce are 
too vague to be met, and too weak, as weti aground* 
less, to require a serious refutation *♦ * 

There is only one observation upon the sentiments 

* Mr/Thorj&e, for instance, assert at p. 4?, that Mr, Clark* 
son u wis certainly engaged in this. great cause twenty years 
fcefore he .enlisted Mr. Wilbeiforce under his banners;" wKefi 
It is known to **ery <rae acquainted with 4he rise and progress 
pf the AWWo^iwe, tkat Hr.Cltxksoniegm his honmirafclf 
career in it, bj Hue publication of an £459$ on, tih$ Slavery anj| 
Commerce yf the huipaB.^peeiea,, jn 1/^8$, andtftat Mr. \yiU>e* 
force, alter much previous preparation, introduced the subject 



t* the notice df the l^^statike, in an' «4t&rftfeit *fw*ib, in the 
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ascribed to this gentleman which can be at all worthy 
of notice. Mr. Thorpe quotes a passage from the 
11 Letter to Prince Talleyrand j w and, with his usual 
boldness of misrepresentation, gives it as an avowal, 
that " it is not slavery, but the slave trade, that Mr. 
Wilberforce dislikes." This interpretation is put 
upon a passage in which that gentleman labours to 
dear up the mistake, still prevalent on the Continent, 
of confounding the Abolition of the slave trade, with 
the immediate emancipation of the Slaves in the 
Colonies. Mr. Wilberforce, in common with all the 
most distinguished advocates of the Abolition, is 
anxious to shew, that a mere cessation of the impor- 
tation of Slaves cannot occasion those dangers which 
might justly be apprehended from the sudden eman- 
cipation of men, most of whom must be destitute 
of those habits which are necessary for enabling them 
to act with propriety as freemen ; and from this ar* 
gument, Mr. Thorpe, with a remarkable disregard of 
candour, draws the conclusion, that Mr. Wilberforce 
does not look on the continuance of slavery as an 
evil deserving of any attention. 

It is well known, that the friends of Abolition are 
the less inclined to recommend any hasty or violent 
measures for emancipation, because they are con- 
vinced, that if new importations of Slaves be com- 
pletely and effectually prevented, this of itself must 
produce a material and progressive improvement in 
the condition of those already in the Colonies, so as 
fo lead in time to their emancipation. Through a 
swikr, progress, ( Ae peasantry of our own country, 
andof the greater part of Europe, have xisea from 
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the condition of serfs to that of free labourers, by 
means of a number of indulgences granted from time 
to time by the masters themselves, merely from 9. 
regard to their own interest Experience taught 
them that it was better policy to bribe their Slaves to 
be industrious, than to attempt compulsion ; and from 
this motive one privilege has been conferred after 
another, till in the end all that distinguished the con- 
dition of a slave has been annihilated. The same 
causes will produce the saipe effects in the West 
Indies as in Europe ; and however slow this progress 
may be supposed to be, history demonstrates that it 
is sure and invariable, — for, along with the advance- 
ment of civilization, domestic slavery has disappear- 
ed in every country where it has not been kept alive, 
either by the practice of enslaving prisoners taken in 
war, or by the importation of Slaves from countries 
where that practice subsists. 

These views have been so often explained to the 
public that no man of common information, and of 
a decent regard to truth, could have represented a 
line of conduct founded, upon them as implying 
indifference to the continuance of negro slavery. 
But: when we are told, in addition to this, that the 
conduct of Mr. Wilberforce has been uniformly 
directed by a base and mercenary project for raising 
tropical produce in Africa by means of Slaves, (and 
that in a , settlement where by law no man can he 
detained in a ^aJte of slavery,,) one cannot but fed 
the highest astonishment at the effrontery of the 
libeller. • u;:n , ;.: :, •'-".*"/. 

With respect to Mr. M^ulay, the charges 
against bim being ifcostly of a personafnature, an<? 
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founded oft 6*ti*ets Of letters written by him in con* 
fktenee, and Which eaftnot be understood without a 
fcfettttce to tbiir context, he baa bidiself undertaken 
tfce fefutatioft of those calumnies *, for which reason 
iitoty they aft not ttotfeed here.^There are, however* 
*6flle points which- seem rather to fail within th* 
JttdVirice Of thki Report. The assertion that hd 
1§M obtained valuable advantages* btith from the 
Steita Lfeone Company tod from the Institution by 
fiis inflUfence over their leaders ; such as nearly a 
ifiGfoopbly of the trade, great freight for bis ships* and 
the whole eontroul of every thitig attached to the 
•Cdlotiy, as well as the arrangement of the offices and 
*f persons to fill them, though easy to be refuted in 
tiife most satisfactory mariner, the Directors think it 
ifohecessafy to do iriore than to meet with a dkect 
tttid Unqualified denial. 

The charge of receiving a sum of I07i is founded 
fen the following circumstahceS :~ • 

At the commencement of the African Institution* 
Mt. Mafcaulay, whos6 extensive acquaintance witl> 
$hfe Stat* and ihtetests ^f the country itt questfefy 
<#&s Well known to many of the partfes then assO* 
fciatihg, was rfeqii&ted to db them the flavour of f£t- 
fiig Wsprb tempore Secretory. Having kindly underv 
laken th£ office, and executed ft most ably and zea* 
Jbiisly for four years, he solicited to be released from 
$ burtbfeh which daily became more inconvenient} 
fcut afc ttye ujngetit instances of the Directors, reluev 

• See " A Letter to his Royal Highness the Duke of CjImi- 
verier* President of the Aftiean Institution, from Zacbary ftfac? 
fmlay, Esq." printed fpjr Hatehard, 1£0, Picca^JUty, and Rfca- 
arc|sori, Cornhifl, 
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tantly consented to hold it for yet a short titae, 
when, at the next anniversary of the Society, the pith 
sent respectable Secretary having generously consent* 
ed to relieve him, Mr. Macaulay's resignation was ao* 
cepted* Such, however, was the opinionof a genera} 
meeting, more than usually numerous, that a mere vote 
of thanks, in the most respectfql terms, was deemed 
wholly insufficient to express their obligation ; and, ii 
Opposition to his repeated remonstranoes, he was re* 
quested to accept a piece of plate, of 100 guineas 
value^ as an inadequate testimony of their grutitude 
for the highly valuable services which he had gnu* 
tuitously rendered to the Institution for five years* Of 
these particulars, known to almost every member of 
the association, and published to the world, Mr* 
Thorpe could scarcely have been ignorant at the 
very moment when, in an address to the public, he de- 
liberately chose to stigmatize the transaction as " pro* 
fuse " and "eleemosynary." " Eleemostnary," it is 
supposed, because Mr. M acaulay had uniformly and 
StrertuOusly refused every thing like remuneration, 
even in the shape pf compliment;— and " profuse,!* 
because that compliment which was at last forced 
upon him, did tiot cost one-eighth of what he had 
actually saved to the Society by the service he had 
performed* Can Mr. Thorpe deny one wowl *f 
this statement? If not, will he, as a judge, decide 
what epithets are due to the author of such a mis* 
representation ? 

The feet respecting the premium paid to Mr. 
Mttaufey, on tfee imp ftrtatfoft <tf rice, was precisely 
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A Resolution had been made by the Directors, in 
the year 1 808, that a premium of a piece of plate, of 
the value of 50 guineas, or the same sum in money, 
should be given to the person who should Jirst im-„ 
port into this country the largest quantity, not less 
than 10 tons of white rice, the produce of the Wes- 
tern Coast of Africa^ in a clean marketable state.: 
The object was obviously to encourage the cultiva- 
tion of that article for sale. In 1 8 13, the commercial 
house of Messrs. Macaulay & Co. claimed the pre- 
mium for having imported not ten, but nearly 100 
tons of such rice. They preferred and received the 
honorary reward ; but Mr. Thorpe has omitted to 
inform the public, that the premium was no sooner 
awarded, than the whole amount of it was immedi- 
ately paid in by Messrs, Macaulay & Co. as a Dona, 
tion to the funds of the Institution. 

The Directors feel, that they should be deficient 
in justice to a most able, meritorious, and indefa- 
tigable member of the Institution, and friend to the 
common cause in which they are engaged, if they 
were not to express, in the most positive terms, the 
indignant sense which they entertain of the virulent, 
though fruitless, eudeavours which have been made 
to sully his high and well-earned reputation, and to 
diminish the usefulness of his exertions for the inte- 
rests of humanity. 



.-, The Directors have now completed their laborious 
comment on a publication which they think they 
have shewn to be entitled to little respect from any, 
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intrinsic merit, and on which nothing but the judi- 
cial character of the author could have bestowed 
sufficient importance to have called for any reply.— f 
/They therefore regret, that a circumstance mere* 
ly adventitious should have created an opinion in 
some respectable friends, of the expediency of en* 
-tering into such length of detail as must appear te- 
dious to all who are not deeply interested in the sub- 
ject But, in the conclusion, they console themselves 
with the confident persuasion, that this exposition of 
.the series of proceedings respecting Africa will not 
only set the question at rest with almost all those 
persons whose opinion is worthy of regard, but will 
have the farther good consequence of increasing the 
public attention to their great and interesting cause, 
and of enabling them to prosecute their course with 
more vigour and effect 

. f To some they may seem to have spent too much 
time in a gratuitous and unnecessary defence of the 
Sierra Leone Company ; but the allegations against 
that respectable and disinterested body, are so ming- 
led and confounded, probably on purpose, with the 
attack on the African Institution, and on some gentle- 
men who have belonged to. both, that it was not only 
difficult to separate them, but neither could the Di- 
rectors wish, merely for the sake of shortening their 
own task, to permit so many calumnies to pass ua- 
noticed. ■ •."■•.- \ 

.For any; severity of expression towkrds Mr. 
Thorpe, should his accusations or his proofs appear 
tod frivolous to, provoke it, the justification may fairly 
t te fovUKj io %$ppant malignity .of the accuser j-r 
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for it must not to forgotten, tbat be has not confined 
his charges to inadvertence, or injudicious manage* 
ment, but has dared either openly to assert, or covert- 
ly to insinuate, that in the ostensible pursuit of a 
magnificent national object, its great patron, Mr. 
Wilberforce, has been self-interested and hypocriti- 
cal ;«-~that the Managers of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany were dishonest and corrupt ;-~-that power, pa- 
tronage, and emolument, in some way or other, were 
the real ends which these persons, whether in the 
Sierra Leone Company or in the African Institution, 
have all along pursued ;— and that to the attainment 
of them they have wilfully sacrificed the interests of 
their constituents, the expectations of the public, the 
national honour, and the happiness of Africa. 

The Directors are perfectly aware, that so prepos- 
terous a charge, against persons whose reputation m 
far above the reach of such an assailant, could no 
.otherwise acquire currency, for one instant, but from 
the general and proper presumption in favour of the 
veracity and accuracy to be looked for m on$ holding 
liue office of a Judge $ and tfie eocmction, that 00 
person of honour and good sense would hazard audi 
assertions on light grounds. 

Bat surely, when accusations so calumnious are 
preferred against men of unimpeached reputation, it 
js not t\ie aggravation of their being senseless as well 
as false, which should enable their authors, to find 
shelter in contempt frpm juat and deserved censure. 

One other point paly /emmis tp be <noticed««4- 
lt* fcfe last publication, Mr.^Tb^rpe toudly <ra*k 
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for ■* open, fair, and full enquiry."— This is spe- 
cious, and may answer the end he probably has in 
view, of keeping himself some little time longer a- 
float before the public But let it be for a moment 
examined. 

A person thinks fit to publish a virulent invective 
at least, against the proceedings and the characters 
of many respectable men. Contradicted and refuted, 
he demands a public inquiry. Who Mr. Thorpe 
is, to claim all this attention from the. world, is 
a question more easily asked than satisfactorily an- 
swered. 

.. But into whose conduct would he inquire? If 
into that of the Sierra Leone Company, a short and 
obvious reply has been already given. Previous to 
the dissolution of that Society's connection with the 
Colony, above seven years ago, four parliamentary 
investigations of its affairs had taken place, the re* 
suits of which are sufficient to shield its memory 
from his aspersions. It may also be doubted whe- 
ther the members of the Legislature have not sufficient 
occupation, without recommencing their labours 
merely because Mr. Thorpe is dissatisfied. 

Does he quarrel with the conduct of the subsequent 
Governors of the Colony ? Those gentlemen held 
their appointments successively from the Crown, and 
were immediately accountable to its Ministers, who 
do not seem to have betrayed so total an inattention 
to the behaviour either of their Governors or their 
Judges there, as to warrant Parliament in taking such 
an investigation out of their hands ; and who else has 
a right to do it? 

x 
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The Directors of the African Institution remain, 
therefore, the only objects ; who, not having ever 
received, or even solicited, either powers or aids from 
the Legislature, are not, in the usual course of affairs, 
accountable to it. By their own constituents, the 
Subscribers who elect them, they are at all times lia- 
ble to be questioned, and have ever cheerfully afford- 
ed to them every information. 

And to these Directors Mr. Thorpe having made 
complaints, a Committee of Inquiry was instituted; 
whose proceedings have been already mentioned ; and 
the result not answering his purposes any better than 
the Reports of the House of Commons, his judgment 
and his temper have led him to denounce the mem- 
bers of that Committee as partial or incapable. But 
does this afford the least presumption that they de- 
serve the imputation ? 

To conclude : the Directors of the African .Insti- 
tution really do not acknowledge any responsibility 
to Mr. Thorpe. They are not aware that he has 
acquired a right of demanding a scrutiny into their 
concerns, merely by having had the effrontery to 
launch against them a virulent and slanderous invec- 
tive, which they have thought fit to repel ; nor are 
they disposed to give him a consequence, to which 
Do other circumstance entitles him, by takjng the 
slightest notice of any thing which he may in future 
think it for his amusement or his interest to utter to 
the world, 
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A. 

4EKEKAL VIEW OP THE EXPENDITURE OP THE SIERRA 
LEONE COMPANY. ' 

1. Estimate of the Company's Expenditure during the first 
three Years of the Colony ; namely, from January 1792, to 
December 1794*. 

In Provisions granted by the Company to the 

Nova-Scotians, about £.20,000 

"In providing Shipping, for the temporary Ac- 
commodation of the Colonists, and other 
shipping Expenses, about .., 30,000 

In Buildings, about 25,000 

In laying out Lands, and in Cultivation, about 5,000 

Value of the Goods consumed fn the Company's 
Store Ship, which was accidentally burnt f, 
•bout..... 15,000 O 

Salaries of Servants, Expense of Passage, &c. 12,500 

Expense of Home Establishment, Act of Incor- 
poration, &c, about 4,000 

£.111,500 



This amount is exclusive of the lots caused by the destruc- 
tion of the Colony by the French, estimated at upwards of 
*0,0QO/. 

* When Freetown was captured by the French, towards the close of 
1794, all the colonial books of account were consumed in the general 
conflagration of the Company's buildings. It was not possible, there- 
fore, to do more than to form an estimate of the previous expens*, a* 
nearly as tfre data which the Directors possessed enabled thea to d*. 

t The value of the ship is included in the second item. 
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2. Abstract of. the Company** Expenditure, between the 1st of 
January 1795, and the 3 Iff December 1799, being jive Years. 

Salaries of Civil Servants.** £..14,508 4 3 

Department of Instruction 3,442 7 7 

Medical Department 2,472 3 5 

Cultivation, including Premiums, and the Ex- 
pense of an Expedition to procure Plants, 

Seed*,&c«.~ ~« 3,808 -8 

Contingent Expenses of all kinds, including 
Colonial Defence, the Expense attending 
Shipping for the Accommodation of the Co- 
lony after* its Destruction by the French, 
Expense of Servants' Passages to and from 
the Colony, the Loss on Buildings, &c. &c. 10,501 11 8 
Expense of Home Establishment; including 

House Rent, Clerks, Office Expenses, &c... 3,039 3 6 

£.37,771 18 5 



This, amount is exclusive of all commercial charges and 
commercial losses, captures of ships, &c. Neither does it 
include the actual value of the various buildings erected in 
the Colony at the Company's expense during the above 
period. 



3. Abstract of the Company's Expenditure from the 1st Jan. 
1800, to the 31st Dec. 1807, being eight Years. 

Salaries to Servants of the Company abroad, 

including Expense of their Passages to and 

from the Colony ...£.34,106 13 4- 

Expense attending the obtaining of a Charter 

of Justice 1,393.5 2 

Expense attending the Department of Instruc* 
.' tion in Africa and England (exclusive of the 

Salaries of Teachers at Sierra Leone) 4,193 12 3 
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Brought forward ...£.39,69$ 10 9 

Expense of Medical Department, exclusive of 

Salaries ...., 1,570 18 

Expense attending Cultivation, Premiums to 

Settlers, &c, exclusive of Salaries 2,027 16 11 

Expense attending the Erection of Fortifica- 
tions, and other Public Buildings; Ord- 
nance, and Ordnance Stores ; the Payment 
of a' Military Force formed of the Settlers, 
for Colonial Defence : the Charges of the 
War with the Natives, &c. &e 67,769 3 11 

Contingent Expenses, including House-rent, 
Stationary, Expense of Police and Courts of 
Justice, Presents Jo Native Chiefs, and a Va- 
riety of Miscellaneous Expenses, not redu- 
cible to any distinct Head 13,281 12 4 

Salaries to Servants in England • 5,609 

£.129,951 11 11 



The above abstract is exclusive of commercial losses, par- 
ticularly from capture by the enemy, which were consider- 
able, and commercial salaries. 

Of the above amount, there was received from Government 
96,519/. 6>. 



B. 

EXTRACT ON THE SUBJECT OF THE JOURNEY TO 
TEEMBOO OF MESSRS. WATT AND WINTERBOTTOM, 
FROM THE APPENDIX TO THE ACCOUNT OF MR. PARK'S 
LAST MISSION TO AFRICA. 

With reference to the internal geography of Africa, the 
writer may take this opportunity of observing, that next to the 
African Association, to whom we are indebted for almost all 
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the authentic iaformation which we possess upon this subject, 
considerable praise is due to the Sierra Leone Company, under 
whose auspices, during the time they were in possession 9f that 
Colony, several important journies into the interior were ju- 
diciously undertaken, and successfully executed. A-meng 
these may be mentioned, an expedition, in 1704, by Mr, Watt 
and Mr. Winterbottom, being a land journey of near five 
hundred miles, in going and returning by different routes to 
Laby and Teemboo : both of them considerable towns, and 
the latter the capital of the Foulah country. Tombuetoa ap- 
peared, from the inquiries made by the travellers, to be well 
known at both those places, and the communication with thai; 
city from Laby, though k was spoken pf as a journey of fyur 
moons, was represented to be open, and. they were famished 
with many particulars of the route. Shortly afterwajnis, in 
consequence perhaps of this information, a project was formed 
at Sierra Leone, of sending out a Mission to TembuctoQ ; bit* 
Mr. Watt, who was to have undertaken the journey, died, and 
the invasion of the Colony by the French in September 1794, 
together with the destruction which followed, seems to have 
put a stop to expeditions of this nature. 

The Editor has been favoured by Mx. Macaulay, tote 
Secretary of the Sierra Leone Company,, and. formerly Gove** 
nor of the Colony, with a sight of tfje Journal* of the expe- 
dition to Teemboo, as well as of some other MUstoni from* 
Sierra Leone, of inferior importance. They do great credit to 
the writers, (especially the Journal to Teemboo), and contain 
many valuable and interesting particulars, several of which 
have been given to the public in the Reports of the Sierra 
Leone Company, and in Dr. Winter bottom's judicious account 
of the native Africans in the neighbourhood of that Colony. 
Bat there is still room for a compilation or selection from 
these journals, which, if well executed, would be an instruc- 
tive and interesting publication. — Last Journal of Mr. 
Mungo Park. Jpp. p. cviii. 
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G. 



iltTRACT 6fr A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN AN© 
COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE SIERRA LEONE COM- 
PANY, TO GOVERtfOA tHOMPSON, DATED 20th OCT. 
1808. 

■« We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
37th July, which treats exclusively of the violation of the prin- 
ciples of our Institution by our chief servants abroad, and 
more especially by our late Governor, Mr. Ludlam, through the 
countenance which he gave to the introduction of the system of 
indented servants, in the case of certain Slaves taken in the 
month of March last, by Captain Parker, in ships supposed to 
be American ; for each of which Slaves* Mr. Ludlam permitted 
those who received them to give twenty dollars to the cap-ton. 

. We have in the first place to observe, that the transaction 
in question took place subsequently to the transfer of the Co- 
lony to the Crown, and therefore under the authority not of 
the Sierra Leone Company, bnt of the King's Government, and 
without our privity or instructions. Indeed, the previous 
transfer of the Colony had deprived the Company of all right 
to controul the conduct of those who were appointed to go- 
vern it. We cannot, therefore, help expressing our surprize 
that you should consider tis a jterty implicated in the trans* 
action which* is the object of your animadversion, and still 
mere, that you should begin your letter by representing the 
Company as having, through that very transaction, " by meant 
of their agents, turned slave-traders themselves." 

The intelligence contained in your letter, that Slavery has 
always existed in the Colony of Sierra Leone, is certainly new 
to us. We are bound, however, to question the accuracy of 
information so contrary to the tenor of that 'which we have 
been accustomed to receive, and implying so uniform an india* 
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position in our Governors to execute the laws provided for 
this very object, unlets we receive more decisive proof of its 
truth than is implied by your dispatch. 

This is, in fact, all that we are called upon to say in reply 
to your letter, the general subject of which it is for his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers to discuss. We think it right, however, to 
xemark, that we feel the force of many of your objections to 
the principle of authorising indented servants; hut it is obvious 
that they are in no degree applicable to our proceedings, bow* 
ever they may apply to the Legislature, and to the members* of 
his Majesty's Privy Council, who have sanctioned that prin- 
ciple, and in conformity to whose intentions Mr* Lndfara 
appears to have acted, in the disposal of the Africans taken 
ly Capt. Parker* 

Had these Africans been regularly condemned as prize, we 
conceive that Mr. Ludlam would not only have been autho- 
rised* but required, to enlist them into bis'Majesty't service, 
or to bind them apprentices agreeably to the provisions of the 
Abolition Act, and of the Order in Council founded upon rU 
Whether the principle adopted in that Act and in the Order 
in Council be right, is another question. In the present case, 
indeed, the Slaves had not been condemned. This, doubtless, 
forms a material consideration in discussing the legality of 
die transaction. Nevertheless, it appears to us perfectly un- 
just to censure Mr. Ludlam as the restorer of the slave trade, 
merely because he applied the general directions, of the Abo- 
lition Act to a difficult and unforeseen case, respecting which 
he had received no instructions. The words of the Act of 
Parliament are these : " Provided always that it shall he law- 
ful for his Majesty, his heirs, and successors, and Such officers 
civil and military as shall by any general or special order of 
the King iu Council be from time to time appointed and em- 
powered to receive, protect, and provide for such natives of 
Africa as shall be so condemned either to enter and enlist the 
same, or any of them, into his Majesty's land or sea-service, 
as soldiers, seamen, or marines, or to bind the same, or any 
of them, whether of full age or not, as apprentices, for any 
term not exceeding fourteen years, to such person Or persons. 
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in such place or places, and upon such terms and conditions, 
and subject to such regulations as to his Majesty shall seem 
meet, and as shall by any general or special Order of his Ma- 
jesty in Council, be in that behalf directed and appointed, and 
any indenture of apprenticeship duly made and executed by 
any person ojr persons to be for that purpose appointed, by 
any such Order in Council, for any term not exceeding fourteen 
years, shall be of the same force and effect at if the party 
thereby bound as an apprentice had himself or herself, when 
of fall age, upon good consideration, duly executed the same, 
and every such native of Africa who shaH be so enlisted, or 
entered as aforesaid, into and of his Majesty's land or sea 
forces, as a soldier, seaman, or marine, shall be considered, 
treated, and dealt with in all respects as if he had voluntarily 
so enlisted or entered himself." 

We certainly think that Mr. LucHam was to blame in al- 
lowing twenty dollars to be paid by the persons taking the 
Africans, to the persons who captured them; and we expressed 
this opinion on our first hearing of the transaction. The 
difficulties, however,' which must have embarrassed Mr. Lud- 
lam at the moment, in deciding on a case which was wholly 
unprecedented, certainly entitle his conduct to the most in- 
dulgent consideration ; nor can we agree that the transaction 
ought to be confounded with that of a sale of Slaves. The 
sum thus paid in the way of premium" of apprenticeship, 1 
ought, as we conceive, under the new circumstances which 
have arisen, to be recovered from the captors, and restored 
to the Colonists who paid it, and in any case, it seems hard 
that they should lose it, and be also deprived of the services 
of their apprentices. The Colonists acted under the autho- 
rity and guarantee of the existing Governor, and in a case 
which must have seemed to them, to be within his province ; 
and we fear that some dissatisfaction may arise in their minds, 
as well as some prejudice be done to the general character of 
the Sierra Leone Government, if the proclamation annulling 
the whole transaction shall remain unaccompanied by any in- 
timation of an intention to take measure* for restoring to them 
the sum in question* 

U 
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V- • i«- •• ■:>» ■■- * :■ - 
frBNERJkb VIEW OF TUBr RKGEtf*T« ld» ^*BBNi*>i«Jl** 
OF THB AFRICAN INSTITUTION,. V*OA§ TOB: MfrNTH OS* 
MARCil, 1807, T« THB 3Ut ttEC&MBKltl, 1844.. 

The whofe* Receipts have amounted* a* js aUtpd fe 
the Report, to Q6&0/.. The wMe expenditure he* be** 
Q6371 5* 3d. vi*:- 
Qolkctor's Commission oa the Subscriptions.....* L. 32& >& a 

Salaries of Clerks. w ... W> * 

Porterage, Postage, Carriage of Reports, hfcin#> ' • 
. Rooms fo* Meetings*. Rem of Office, Rural* . . : 
hire, Bookman*} Mpps, and, various, incident . : 

Advertisements in the Newspapers, and inscr-s 
. tions containing Information relative to. the, . . 

-. Slave Tracts &,c ••,•«*.,.•«,•»«••-*•••«••»• , 237 l& , % 

Printing Reports of the, Institution^. Sumqaiuries, > 

Tracts, and Addresses, Papei* for. Di&tribur 
. tioninNavy, Summonses, &c. &e. >.,*•*••...••.* L12& 7 7 
Translations, of Traoter into. Foreign Languages* , 
and printing audi circulating the same; also, 
the aiding of Works adapted to, the West 
Indies* ojc. ..••••«»»««t»..^«.t»««»..»»«ra«»#.f«f<>/M*«^ vptf* 9 v} k 
$xpense attending Capfcun Paul Cnffee's Journey . • 
to Londpn,; rescuing a Free Man of Colour 
from. Slavery, and,- sending; Native, Africans, 
back to, their own Country ..*...>..,..»*.,"•••?••*• 202 c\ $S 
Education, of African Youth* fot Schoolmasters* 
their ; M^nttsuaiwe and Pa«sage-Money;SpMry 
of T^a^liewa^ their Ou|rft,SchooWM)oJ^^. *738. 4 Mf 
EKpease of procu^iug and transmitting various 
Sbedf and Plants* and; Machinery to Sierra .•; . ■ ' 
Leone...... • • **<>*** 4(^W •& 



Ifeougat forward... £.6638 5 
Expense of Law Proceedings instituted against 

Persons engaged in tile Slave Trade 768 2 10 

Expense of a Piece of Plate, Premitrms, &c....t.. 265 2 
Expense attending the Petitions presented to Par- 
liament oo*te Slave Trade m 18*4 ;..;,.. 1865 8 * 
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Colony of Siejra Leone, Sept. 1, 181% v 

His Excelleftty Chattel Wittiam^Ma^^ll, Governor in Chief 

of Sierra Leoney Goree, and Senegal, &c. A?e. &ev 

I>r. td Jatoes Biggs, 

For Diplomatic Services Tendered to-hrs Majesty for the 

Purpose of ferrying into Effect tbe 51*t Oe6. HI. e. 28. 

enacted for the Abolition of the Slave Trade : 

March, 18^2. 

To writing four Letters to Mr. William SseUen* to 
persuade him ia Gome, from the Soosoo Country 
to the Colony of &erra Leone^ to reuoivice the. 
Slave Trade,, and to beoome an Evidence for . ( « 
the Crown *gaiart the Slave Trader* of the Rio • . 

To writing two Letters to Reajatain Cartb, for the .. . ^ 

sanie purpQs,e (## ^f^t»^«i^!«tw««*.«*^«'i»]»«4«fM»***fM»*»M!* • 
To writing to Mr. Samuel Perry, for the same 

IFo.wrifag owe l*ttefc rfpf t 4he same jair£o««». to k 

♦ ^r.^lefcJ^^h^HPW 

T* writing, oa^i fetter **;** M*Y»M*bdwm , 
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in the Views of his Excellency Governor Max- 
well, in the Suppression of the Slave Trade 

To writiug one Letter to the Rev. Mr. Wenxel, 
for the same purpose ........* • 

To writing one Letter to Wm. Salter Sanders, Esq. 
Commander of his Majesty's Colonial Sehooner, 
Princess Charlotte, advising his Conduct towards 
the Inhabitants of the Rio Pongas.... 

To writing one Letter to Mrs. Hind, persuading 
her to give Information relative to British Subjects 
whom she might know to continue in the Slave 
Trade ., 

To writing a Letter of Instruction to Wm. Salter 
Sanders, Esq. respecting Samo's Writing-desks 
at the Isles de Los and the Rio Pongas 

To writing one Letter to Mr. Malcolm Brodie, to 
prevail on him to become a Crowa Evidence 
against the Slave Traders „ 

To writing one Letter^ to R. W. Cunningham, for 

, the same purpose ~ ....... 

To writing to Mr. John Holman, for the same pur- 
pose - *• »• •...»»•••• 

To communicating, in person, his Excellency 
Governor Maxwell's Message to King Mange* « • * 
Katty, and other Chiefs of the Soosoo Nation... 

To explaining to the above Chiefs, and all the Slave ' < ■ 
Traders in the Rio Pongas, the British Acts of 
Parliament relative to the Slave Trade, w.... <../;. 

To effectually persuading six of' the chief Slave 
Traders to come to the Colony of Sierra Leone,* • 
to renounce the Slave Trade* and appear as '• " 
Evidence lor the Crown of Great Britain..*.....* 
. * - • . ■ * 

N.B. In the execution-of the whole of the above arduous duty, 
which lasted thirteen days, from firstto last, Mr. Biggi was con- 
stantly exposed to the violence and stratagem 1 of the natives of 
the Soosoo country r encouraged by some *f th* Whites. Mr. 
Biggs had to^ travel by stated land to a^»saj^b the instivc^ 
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tions of his Excellency Governor Maxwell; and though the 
task was difficult and eminently dangerous, in an ill state of 
health, and a dreadful climate, Mr. Biggs completely effected 
the purpose of the Governor, and brought to conviction the 
■*' father of the Slave Trade," who, without these exertions, 
must inevitably have escaped with impunity, and thos great 
detriment would have been done to his Majesty's benevolent 
intentions towards the enslaved inhabitants of Africa. 



F. 



RXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THfe COMMITTER O* 
TH-E CftfrRCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

There is ode very ♦important part of .the Society's plans 
on which your Committee beg permission to dwell. It is the 
establishment of Christian Institutions, under the protec- 
tion of British) authority, in the most favourable stations for 
diffusing the light of truth among the heathen. In these Insti- 
. tntions, it is proposed that provision shall be made far training 
up the native youth) in the knowledge of agriculture and tb« 
simple arts, anoV in qualifying some of them Jo become teachers 
of their countrymen, and others, if it sJiaU please Qod, preachers 
of ' the Gospel. These Institutions . will serve as points of sup- 
port to the exertions of the Society in their je^ecJtive quarters: 
.they may be rendered the asylums of its widows and orphans; 
and they will become, in various ways, a source of beneficent 
influence over the §urrQunding tribes. Such an inatituiion is 
about to be established within the Colony of Sierra LeQne, 
The Society ba< already ^rse^tJenientso^U^ coast, ^^m which 
.about two hundred iia.Uye f;l dWd^en receive Christian , if^Jwra- 
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Hon.. These settlements are subject to the caprice of the na- 
tives. But the Institution in question will be secure under the 
protection of the Colonial Government of Sierra Leone. fl» 
Majesty's Ministers have oa this, as on every other occasion, 
manifested the utmost readiness to assist ihe designs of the So- 
ciety, and toe* tend the moral and religious tatataee of this 
D ow n try. 

It is proposed to receive into this Institution the n*tlttr 
lades of African children who are liberated from smuggling 
slave vessels. Any benevolent person who gives five poundi 
per annum may have the honour to support and educate one 
such child, and may affix to the child any name he pleasest 
The Committee are happy to report, that they have received 
nearly one hundred such name's, and that the sum of about 
five hundred pounds is annually paid to the Society's fund for 
this object. 

There has been of late a grtat accession to the Colony, of 
Africans of different tribes and languages, of whose moral aa<| 
fetfgious state no proper care baa yet beep jpfcei*. , Of &**#» 
about 1000. are. supposed to he children. A . very laudable 
regard has been paid to education in the Colony, and exertions 
tte mow making m this respect; but the qraptid increase of the 
number of Aese destitute efaiMran, by the liberation of the* 
from slave sntoggfers, and the large increase whteh *swy yet ho 
fcftpected from the tarn* bdarbey demand 'more etoevgdtic a*4 
systematic efforts 10 fescue than front iganmnoe, and to t&in 
ttemnpU && fcaOwtedge Of Chrtttianity, W* #C sadh Motif*, 
Vbnfs as urtiy c b>ia*fit themselves mid tteir cowwtry, 
: ' 6ti whtym^oes this efntce of Christian eharityee nat*J*(|y 
Evolve, a* oh fhe<5%aW4i Missionary Soek$yl • i >j 

'. The efforts of the Society $tt AfHtft ttfe wholly fttfeeteti to 
Ae* tfviltehtg and evangclfemg of the tahtivesi A greate* nmU- 
$fer of tfie^e tift^ti*^ amd bf VAtioas tongue*, a¥e bttnigfet tyge- 
^in SfefHi litehe than in any tttfcefr platfe Within fbe y**#i 
tf Afc&tttety; and may %e Msh^tfted there with m*rt*et*tfity 
ihthi TrtsewlHSfe. 

1 As the Sox^'irtstaWislm^ 

Tiattte mtt nfcfeuuife ■ imM* e 'mUJfcssatfy to a- - fttwt flr ■ sujttfcMft* 
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An asyium wit) bo required for them, which may he prepumi 
io the Colony with much greater advantage than in England* 

Children received under the Society's care in the Cekttryt 
and brougjtf up,«i Christian principles, would add rapidly to 
the n?px^ influence of the Colony on the natives ; and wouJUl 
fcecontft under the Rivine Wwang, the means of extensive^ 
diftuing civilisation and Cbristiajijty. They should all recti** 
a* good English education Some of them should, at a suUa&k 
age, be apprenticed among the respectable Colonists to usefcj 
trades,, qr placed in service : others should he brought up;* 
within the precij»ct» <tf the Institution, in a thorough knowledge 
q£ the gardening and agriculture adapted to their country 5 
while the most serioua and promising' youths should receive 
such forthe* education as may prepare them for being sent into 
the interion a» schoolmasters, eatechists, and ministers. Such 
as are lifcely to settle in the interior should be well instructed 
in the respective languages, by natives employed for that pur* 
pose* They might here receive, under proper teachers-, swell 
instruction in Arabic as might render them successful oppo* 
nents of the Mahometans, and might place them as an effec- 
tual barrier to the inroads which they have long made on the 
natives. Every thing is to be conducted with a view to render 
them,, under the Divine blessing, the best friends andenlighr 
tenem of their country. > 

A, grnnl: of land having been made to the Society by tM 
Colonial Government, and the Society having requested ata$<j 
addition to this gtaiU* the way is psepared ion a* establisbmeftt 
adapted to carry these plans into execution* There a School" 
house should be erected on the national plan for 1209 or 
1500 children, with a. church or chapel for public worship* 
and suitable accommodations for the children* for a mastei 
and mistress-, a missionary, and his family^ and ultimately; 
provision should, be made, fojr decayed* missionaries, and wfr 
dows or orphans of missionaries, all in a plain and substantial 
style. On the Society's land, such of the liberated as are in- 
dustrious and of good character, and willing to conform to the 
regulations of the Establishment, should be encouraged to 
settle ; allotments of land be made to them for cultivation, 
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Ibr their own support, and assistance should be given to f hei* 
in erecting suitable habitations, on a plan previously deter- 
mined. 

The Christian Institution of Sierra Leone esta- 
Wshed and supported by the British Church Missionary So* 
itiety,for the maintenance and education of African Children; 
and for the diffusion of Christianity and useful knowledge 
among the Natives, would be an honour to Britain and to the 
Christian name, and an incalculable blessing to Africa. 

Your Committee rejoice to add, that the proposal has been 
hud before his Majesty's Ministers, who hare very liberally 
rendered the utmost assistance to this important design, and 
will place all the liberated Children under the Institution's care. 

Your Committee have further to state, that the prayer of 
a Memorial presented by them to Government, on the erection 
of a Church at Sierra Leone, and the augmentation of the 
Chaplain's salary, accompanied by another Memorial on these 
subjects, from that zealous and unwearied friend of Africa, 
his Excellency Governor Maxwell, lias been most readily 
granted. 

In another part of the same Report it is stated, *' Nearly 
200 children are now maintained and educated in the different 
Settlements of the Society. At Bashia, Mr. Renner and Mr. 
Wilhelm are erecting a Church ; and Mr. Wenzel is building 
another at Canoffee. At Yongroo, Mr. Ny lander is enlarging 
his school, and proceeding vigorously in the preparation of 
elementary books, to teach the Bulloms their own tongue. 
The Gospel of St. Matthew will soon be forwarded to the So- 
ciety to be printed. It will be the first book of the Word of 
God which has ever appeared in the native languages of this 
Coast. At Gambier (the new settlement of the Society), Mr. 
and Mrs. Klein are established with the prospect of a large 
school." 
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C<**Y OP A LETTER FROM MR. THORPE TO GOVERNOR 
MAXWELL, DATED AUG. 10, 1812. 

My dear Sir, 

The letter you transmitted yesterday has induced this 
which I have long contemplated ; but first let me assure you 
that I never did, nor never intended to apply for leave of ab- 
sence. I stated in representing the situation of the Vice-Ad- 
miralty Court, that no benefit could arise to me, as it was not 
probable 1 could remain here longer than six months, and I 
mentioned to you that I had done so. Surely after remaining 
three years and a half, before I came out, and after the noise 
it made, it would be absurd to apply for leave of absence after 
remaining only six months at my station. Illness, or the pub* 
lie service, arc the only things that could induce me to move ; ■ 
and the call of either I should obey without waiting for leave 
to depart. Now I can assure you, on my solemn word, that I 
jiever did intend leaving you, until we had agreed and settled 
every thing that could probably effect an abolition, and then, 
by going to the fountain head, lend labour to carry it into exe- 
cution. I never had an idea of going home full of schemes, ami 
delivering them as my own. I never intended to appear more 
than an useful instrument by which you had made much exer- 
tion. When Commodore Irby and Captain Scobell applied 
to me on the subject of returning to England, I told them I 
would not leave you while I could be more beneficial here 
than in England; I certainly have written to Mrs. Thorpe, that 
I conceived every thing done that I could effect here ; that 1 
thought I could do much in England, and therefore she might 
soon expect me home : but you know that when the frigates 
are going, the bad weather will probably be over here; therefore, 
if the Almighty should spare my life for a few months, he may 

X 
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preserve my health till April, and after that I am convinced 
you would not advise my continuing here on any account. It 
only now remains, my dear Sir, for you to determine how it 
would be most beneficial to the cause we are embarked in for 
me to depart. You will reflect on the state you found this 
Colony in, and the improvements you have made: /can add 
nothing after trying the Maroons. Next consider largely how 
extensively we have crippled the slave trade. We have closely 
bound up the Portuguese ; we have terrified the Americans, 
and put to flight the Spaniards. 

My decisions are all known: any one can follow them up. 
I cannot add to what I have done. But look to the great plan 
you have in view, and the short time you may be allowed for 
its execution. England has laboured to abolish the slave trade* 
That trade has been the means of .every comfort the African 
Chiefs possess : we never can destroy it, until we provide some 
means by which they can otherwise preserve those comforts. 
That can only be done by presents and trade. England has 
wished to explore Africa, to civilize the country, and benefit 
by her trade. That cannot be effected by individuals explor- 
ing, and trifling presents. We must make the Africans open 
the road, come to us, be gratified and enriched. This can only 
be done by placing confidence in powerful individuals on the 
coast ; by depositing presents for the chiefs in the interior, 
and leaving articles for trading with them. England, by her 
anxiety to abolish the slave trade, has withdrawn capital; re- 
duced her flourishing ships, and diminished her nursery for 
seamen ; but by putting down commercial companies, and ex- 
tending military forts along the coast, you re-establish all those 
advantages, you engage the whole trade, you have power to se- 
cure it, you set up for England a new and a most productive 
trade : her capital and her ships you set afloat again ; you aug± 
ment her mariners beyond her conception, and you open such 
a means of recruiting her army as she never dreamt of. You 
have already induced some Chiefs to place the inhabitants, not 
Black, under your jurisdiction : continue this ; it will be easily 
accomplished: extend it from Cape de Verd to Cape Negro: 
two years will effect it; yon will then have extended the juris- 



155 

diction and exterritorial right of Great Britain over a quarter 
of the world she never expected. You will exclude the rest 
of the world from the African trade ; and you will exclude the 
Africans so completely from others, that they cannot choose 
but trade with you. Here there is an extension of territory, 
an augmentation of trade, and an increase of' land and sea 
forces sufficient to maintain every possession, without sacri- 
ficing the lives of her European inhabitants. Now I have de- 
livered to you hastily a little of what my mind contains on this 
extensive subject. Pursue it: immortal fame rests on it: 
Africa will be civilized, freed, and conciliated ; her population 
will bless you ; England will be enriched ; unforced mines 
unthought of explored, and the lives of thousands of her best 
people preserved. Honour, glory, wealth, and blessings hang 
about it. Be assured it is within your reach ; it is not a leap 
by which you can fall ; it is presented to your hand, only grasp 
it strongly. Sully received lustre from being the friend of the 
great Henry. To receive the same from you is all that I re- 
quire. Every power of my mind shall be given to you: I will 
support you in every act : I will attend you in every step. 
Wherever I shall go it shall be to forward those objects* 
Whenever I can promote them by my presence, I will return, 
I will sacrifice domestic comfort, professional emolument, cli- 
mate, health, and perhaps life. All I wish you to consider 
now is, when it will be best to go to England. If I do not go 
till April, we lose a year; if I get to Ministers by Christmas, 
our plans may be carried instantly. Believe me, in truth, I 
would rather go in April, on account of my health ; but the 
time may go by. Consolidate your thoughts, put your mind 
on paper, and see if it will not be better to lay them before 
Government instantly. I think I could carry every thing into 
effect, and return after the next rains. It is a great cause ; it is 
a great subject ; consider it well, and I will be the instrument of 
carrying into effect what will be freedom to Africa, aud pro- 
sperity to England. 

Ever yours, with the truest esteem, 

(Signed) Robert Thorpe* 



156 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. THORPE TO GOVERNOR 
MAXWELL, DATED 21st DEC. 1812. 

I think, my dear Sir, the conviction of those two fellow** 
for perjury, will be of very great service ; it will purify the 
testimony given in the Vice-Admiralty Court, and help to ter- 
rify those fellows from coming to the Court. 

The grand ju: 7 did not find the bill against Samo f. I hear 
it appeared that Miller took those boys away without Samo's 
knowledge, but do not think it probable he did so, without 
giving any remuneration. However the truth may be, it is best 
as it is. 

There is one convicted of larceny, and one for an attempt to 
carry off a boy from Fora Bay J; both those men, I think 
would make soldiers, and Nash Baily appears so incorrigible, 
that he caunot be suffered to remaiu : he is just fitted for a 
soldier." 



COPY OP A LETTER PftOM Mfe. THORPE TO GOVERNOR 
MAXWELL, DATED FEB. 23, 1812. 

My dear Sir, 

The loveable inhabitants of thfa place having determined 
that 1 must go to Lisbon in Mr. Becket's brig, I hasten to assure 
you, that if I had, or could determine on going, you should be 
the first acquainted with it ; but shortly after the receipt of 
Mr. Peel's letter, I informed Lord Bathurst that it would not 
be in my power to remain after March. At the same time, if, 
after hearing what I had to relate on the subject pf the slave 
trade, should my return be considered essential to carrying the 
abolition into effect, I would be at my post by the middle of 
December. I also promised Captain Scobell, that I should 
wait for his return, and could not feel justified in disappoint- 
ing him. And now, my good sir, when you consider how 

* Allnding to Dunbar and another. 

t This appears to be a fresh indictment subsequent to his pardon. 

$ A place within the local limits of the Colony. 
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wonderfully the Almighty has preserved my life, and spared 
my health, with the weight that I have about my neck, you 
would consider me unjustifiable in hazarding a third wet sea- 
son. Besides, when you consider all the present circumstances, 
there seems an interval of rest in the slave trade. Should it 
revive, I may be stronger to meet it. The difficulties and 
doubts that are now on my mind will be removed. I cannot 
further aid the Colony or assist your administration. The 
laud-granting department is established ; the law, the rule of 
evidence, the practice, the costs, and forms in the Courts, all 
regulated as in England, as far as circumstances will admit; 
Every salutary act for the Colony seems to be passed ; no one 
thing seems to require my remaining ; and unnecessarily to 
sacrifice my life to the climate would be insanity. My being 
in England, I should hope, would beneficially aid the aboli- 
tion. I will try to make it advancement to the Colony ; and 
under present circumstances I am confident it may be made 
serviceable to yourself. Thus every thing appears favourable 
to my departure, every thing unfavourable to my remaining; 
but the time or vessel is doubtful. Mr. Becket will be too 
soon, and I see no prospect but from Mr. Roach, who promises 
to be here in May. Should I live, that might answer for going to 
England ; but arriving so late might prevent my being able to 
return by Christmas, which might be desirable on account of 
the sessions. Now, on all these points, I beg your friendly ad* 
vice and assistance, as it will principally lead my determina- 
tion,— I am, 

My dear Sir, 

Most faithfully yours, 

(Signed) RopertThokpe. 



THE SKD. 



Ellerton and Hendenon, Printen, 
Johnjon's Court, London. 



<* 



